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INTRODUCTION  

Thousands of buildings were constructed under the Ottomans patronage in most areas 
of the territory of present-day Greece over a period ranging almost from three to five 
centuries. These architectural edifices gave an Ottoman flavour ñOttomanisationò to 
the skyline of Greek cities. The bedesten was one of the distinguished Ottoman 
commercial buildings in this regard. It was an Ottoman architectural creation; used 
mainly for trade and sale of fabrics and garments. There were also some additional 
functions in some bedestens. There were seven bedestens in Greece, from which three 
still exist. The main focus of this paper is documenting and reconsidering the 
foundation date of the Ottoman bedestens in Greece. It is also aims to analysing these 
structures in relation to the economic contexts including trade routes, goods, 
functionsé  

Previous studies that have dealt with the Ottoman bedestens in general such as the 
valuable study of M. Cezar ñTypical Commercial Buildings of the Ottoman Classical 
Period and the Ottoman Construction System,ò and those existed in Greece in 
particular including the papers of: Machiel Kiel ï Lazaros Deriziotis, ñThe old 
bedesten of Larissa (Yenisehir) in restoration,ò Ʉ. ȷůŰɟŮɘɜɑŭɞɡ, ñVII. ȹɖɛɞůɑŬ 
əŰɖɟɑŬ. 3. ɀˊŮɕŮůŰɏɜɘ. ŪŮůůŬɚɞɜɑəɖ, ȺɚɚɎɠ,ò (on the Thessaloniki bedesten) and ȷ. 
ɆŰŮűŬɜɑŭɞɡ ñVII. ȹɖɛɞůɑŬ əŰɖɟɑŬ. 4. ɀˊŮɕŮůŰɏɜɘ. ɆɏɟɟŮɠ, ȺɚɚɎɠ,ò (on the Serres 
bedesten) were useful and essential to complete this study. But this paper is different 
in aim, methodology, and results. It focuses on the bedesten in Greece as a new 
foundation that ottomanised the centre of some Greek cities, and searches its 
influence on the Ottoman society. This paper analyse the demolished and the extant 
bedestens in Greece, based on the archival sources, travellersô works, previous 
studies, and the authorôs field work. From the architectural perspective, dating these 
buildings inscriptions is crucial. The paper suggests different dates for the surviving 
bedestens especially the Larissa bedesten.  

This study may be extended in future research to include all the bedestens in the 
Balkans, or all commercial buildings in Greece and the Balkans. Such study can say 
more details on the economic and social life of Greece during the Ottoman centuries. 

OTTOMAN COMMERCIAL ARCHITECTURE IN GREECE 

Bazaar1 (Tr: arĸē, or Souq in Arabic), khan (Tr. han), caravanserai (Tr. kervansaray), 
arasta, Bedesten (bezz©zistan)2 in addition to the small architectural units including 
                                                            
1  As the core of the city, the bazar shows an urbanised composition rather than an architectural 
structure; it comprises the shops, streets, lanes. They are all related to the other buildings of the city. 
The site of the bazar was selected according to different criteria from one period to another. A central 
location and security were the most influential factors during the early and classic Ottoman periods. 
This explains the designation of early Ottoman mosques in the Balkans, as the Bazar Mosque (arĸē 
camiô) with the distinguished example the Fethiye Mosque in Athens. For details on the Fethiye 
Mosque in Athens see: Ameen, Islamic architecture in Greece: Mosques, 184. 
2 These different appellations of the Ottoman commercial architecture (khan, caravanserai, arasta, and 
bedesten) describe primarily structures of specific functions and architectural form. They are divided 
on whether they are located outside the city or within. This sorting depends also on the function, which 
determines in turn the architectural form. Yet it is noticeable that the significance of each appellation 
differed from one place to another, and even within the same place over centuries. For example, the 
khan in early Ottoman architecture was a commercial building outside the city on main trade roads ï
almost the same as the caravanserai (see: Eryavuz, ñKervansaray,ò 299-302) or earlier Seljuk ribǕ  (see: 
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shops (dukkan) and stores (makhzen), form the main commercial structures of the 
historic Ottoman city. These different names reflect variable functions,3 location, size, 
and characteristics of the architecture. Khan,4 arasta5 and bedesten formed the key 
commercial buildings inside the Ottoman city. The bedesten, focus of this paper, is 
considered the most important commercial structure within the Ottoman city of the 
Balkans. 

When we compare the amount of the extant Ottoman commercial buildings in Greece 
mentioned by Evliy© ¢elebi in 1660s and those at the end of the Ottoman rule over 
most of present-day Greece, it is important to consider their sites in relation to the 
trade and hajj routes (Figs. 2/3). This indicates the most flourishing cities, in terms of 
commerce, economy and urbanization, along these routes.  

Via Egnatia is one of the most important trade routes along northern Greece (Fig. 1), 
which connects Istanbul and Edirne with Albania, then Italy. Figure 2 shows the 
increase of commercial buildings in the cities located along Via Egnatia or those 
nearby. They are Alexandroupoli ñDedeaĵaò, Xanthi ñĶskeeò, Serres ñSirozò, 
Drama ñDiramaò, Kavala, Thessaloniki ñSel©nikò, Veroia ñKaraferyeò, Larissa 
ñYeniĸehirò, Trikala ñTirhalaò and Ioannina ñYanyaò. Seven Ottoman bedestens were 
built in Greece (Fig. 3, Table 1), five of which within cities located along Via Egnatia: 
Serres, Kavala,  6 Thessaloniki,  7 Veroia and Giannitsa ñYenice-i Vardarò. The sixth 
bedesten is located in the city of Larissa somewhat close to Via Egnatia, and connects 
it with Peloponnese ñMoraò and central Greece. The last bedesten was in Rhodes 

                                                                                                                                                                          
Yiĵit, ñRib©t,ò 76-79; Elhaddad, Al-'ma'ra al-islamia fi Oroupa al-'Othmania, 260-261)ï such as the 
Evrenos Bey khan in the Village of Ihca/Loutra in Greek Thrace (1370-1390) (see: Kiel, ñThe Oldest 
Monuments of Ottoman-Turkish Architecture in the Balkans,ò 133-138). But during the classic and late 
Ottoman periods, the Khan became the main commercial building inside cities, such as the khan2 of 
Gazi Husrev-beg in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina (see: Hasab-Allah, 'ma'er Ghazi Khesro Bek al-
baqiyeh bimadinet Saraiavo, 249-257, Pls. 578-621). Evliy© ¢elebi mentioned tens of khans within the 
Ottoman cities of Greece in 1960s (see: Ameen, ñThe Ottoman architecture in Greece then and now,ò 
101-106). Two centuries later in late 19th century, the khan designated domestic buildings, providing 
rooms to rent for travellers. There is a significant surviving example, the khan of Georgos Anastasiou 
Kiretsi (Greek industrialist native of Naousa, was the first who established the industry of cotton 
ginning in in Naousa 1874ï1875, and founded the extant Clock Tower ñSaat Kulesiò at Naousa in 1311 
Rumi/1895 CE. See: Ameen, ñBilingual and trilingual inscriptions of the Ottoman buildings,ò 23) at 
Thessaloniki. It was built in 1870, well preserved and hosts now the seat of the Epsilon movement (see: 
ɇŬɝɑŭɞɡ, ɇɞ ŮɜŰɡˊɤůɘŬəɧ ɜɏɞ ůŰɞɑɢɖɛŬ Űɖɠ ˊɧɚɖɠ). 
3 The distinctions among these appellations and their associated architectural forms require careful 
examination, taking into account the place, time, and functional differences. The limited numbers of 
the Ottoman caravanserais compared to khans mentioned by Evliy© ¢elebi in the present-day Greece 
(see: Ameen, ñThe Ottoman architecture in Greece then and now,ò 101-106) refer to the fact that the 
caravanserais have their own specific functions, with different architectural details. This may explain 
the military defensive characteristics of the caravanserai architecture (see: Eryavuz, ñKervansaray,ò 
299-301).  
4 There was a noticeable increase khan building within cities under the Ottoman rule during 15thï17th 
centuries (See: Ameen, ñThe Ottoman architecture in Greece then and now,ò 101-106, 110). Hence, the 
khan was the most widespread commercial building. 
5  Arasta, a Persian word which means to organise, refers to covered shopping streets (see: ¢am, 
ñArasta,ò 335-336). It forms a mixture between the formation of the bazar and the bedesten. It came as 
a separate structure or attached to a group of buildings of the same founder, such as the arasta of 
Gazi Husrev-beg in Sarajevo (see: Hasab-Allah, 'ma'er Ghazi Khesro Bek al-baqiyeh bimadinet 
Saraiavo, 249-257, Pls. 578-621). As far as the author knows, there is no surviving arasta in Greece. 
6 Kiel, ñOttoman building activity along the Via Egnatia,ò 149-155. 
7 Delilbasi, ñThe Via Egnatia and Sel©nik,ò 67-84. 
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along the maritime trade and hajj route Constantinople 

According to Evliy© ¢elebi there were 3 caravanserais, 7
khans in Greece in 1660s. The limited number of caravanserais and bedestens 
suggests that they had distinct functions from the khans. The number of the Ottoman 
khans in Greece doubled after Evliy© ¢elebiôs tally, reaching 571 khan

This notable increase reflects the prosperity of commercial and economic 
activities, especially for cities such as Larissa (69 khans), Xanthi (63 khans), Ioannina 
(62 khans), Serres (44 khans). Thus, the increased number of khans i
Macedonia and Epirus mirrors a flourishing commerce, and in consequence urban 

As far as the author knows, only three Ottoman khans survived; the oldest is 
in the Village of Loutra in Thrace (1370

second in Ioannina, and the third in Chania in Crete, from which only a portion of a 

Fig. 1. A map show
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The Ottoman 

Island, an important harbour in the Aegean Sea ñBahrisefidò. It was a strategic stop 
route Constantinople 

According to Evliy© ¢elebi there were 3 caravanserais, 7
khans in Greece in 1660s. The limited number of caravanserais and bedestens 
suggests that they had distinct functions from the khans. The number of the Ottoman 
khans in Greece doubled after Evliy© ¢elebiôs tally, reaching 571 khan

This notable increase reflects the prosperity of commercial and economic 
activities, especially for cities such as Larissa (69 khans), Xanthi (63 khans), Ioannina 
(62 khans), Serres (44 khans). Thus, the increased number of khans i
Macedonia and Epirus mirrors a flourishing commerce, and in consequence urban 

, only three Ottoman khans survived; the oldest is 
in the Village of Loutra in Thrace (1370

second in Ioannina, and the third in Chania in Crete, from which only a portion of a 

Fig. 1. A map showing the Via Egnatia
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The Ottoman bedestens

Island, an important harbour in the Aegean Sea ñBahrisefidò. It was a strategic stop 
route Constantinople ï Alexandria then to the Hejaz 

According to Evliy© ¢elebi there were 3 caravanserais, 7 bedestens, and about 251 
khans in Greece in 1660s. The limited number of caravanserais and bedestens 
suggests that they had distinct functions from the khans. The number of the Ottoman 
khans in Greece doubled after Evliy© ¢elebiôs tally, reaching 571 khan

This notable increase reflects the prosperity of commercial and economic 
activities, especially for cities such as Larissa (69 khans), Xanthi (63 khans), Ioannina 
(62 khans), Serres (44 khans). Thus, the increased number of khans i
Macedonia and Epirus mirrors a flourishing commerce, and in consequence urban 

, only three Ottoman khans survived; the oldest is 
in the Village of Loutra in Thrace (1370

second in Ioannina, and the third in Chania in Crete, from which only a portion of a 
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bedestens  in Greece  

Island, an important harbour in the Aegean Sea ñBahrisefidò. It was a strategic stop 
Alexandria then to the Hejaz 

bedestens, and about 251 
khans in Greece in 1660s. The limited number of caravanserais and bedestens 
suggests that they had distinct functions from the khans. The number of the Ottoman 
khans in Greece doubled after Evliy© ¢elebiôs tally, reaching 571 khans in late 19

This notable increase reflects the prosperity of commercial and economic 
activities, especially for cities such as Larissa (69 khans), Xanthi (63 khans), Ioannina 
(62 khans), Serres (44 khans). Thus, the increased number of khans in Thrace, 
Macedonia and Epirus mirrors a flourishing commerce, and in consequence urban 

, only three Ottoman khans survived; the oldest is 
in the Village of Loutra in Thrace (1370-1390) (Fig. 4), the 

second in Ioannina, and the third in Chania in Crete, from which only a portion of a 
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