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اﳌﻠﺨﺺ

ABSTRACT
The paper presents a study of the mosque of alal
Karīm
mīyah, which is considered one of the
oldest mosques in Aleppo city. Despite the
importance of this mosque, no study has been
allocated to it, which gives a special
significance of this paper especially that the
monuments of the city subject to severe ruin
because
se of the current events in Syria in
general. The paper examines the names of the
mosque and its historical importance as
demonstrated through its various functions. All
renewal works at the building are considered
and an architectural description is provided,
provided,
which includes a new dating for some
elements, in addition to an analytical study
shows the origin of the mosque's elements and
compares them to parallel examples. The paper
included also a reading for all remaining
inscriptions with facsimile figures made by the
author and published for the first time. The
study also elucidates the endowments that were
allocated to the mosque during the Mamluk
and the Ottoman periods, demonstrating the
significance of its waqf. All
ll plates have been
taken by the author in 2010.

ﻟﺪراﺳﺔ ﺟﺎﻣﻊ اﻟﻜﺮ ﻴﺔ اﻟﺬي ﻳُﻌﺪ
ُﺧﺼﺺ ذﻟﻚ اﻟﺒﺤﺚ ﻟﺪراﺳﺔ
 واﻟﺬي،واﺣﺪا ً ﻣﻦ أﻗﺪم اﻟﺠﻮاﻣﻊ اﻟﺒﺎﻗﻴﺔ ﺪﻳﻨﺔ ﺣﻠﺐ
، ﺣﺘﻰ اﻵن-  ﺑﺮﻏﻢ أﻫﻤﻴﺘﻪ- ﺗﺨﺼﺺ ﻟﻪ دراﺳﺔ ﻣﺴﺘﻘﻠﺔ
اﻟﺪراﺳﺔ أﻫﻤﻴﺘﻬﺎ ﺧﺎﺻﺔ ﰲ ﻇﻞ ﻣﺎ
وﻫﻮ ﻣﺎ ﻳﻌﻄﻲ ﻫﺬه اﻟﺪراﺳﺔ
ﺗﺘﻌﺮض ﻟﻪ آﺛﺎر اﳌﺪﻳﻨﺔ ﻣﻦ ﺗﺪﻣ ﻧﺘﻴﺠﺔ اﻷﺣﺪاث اﻟﺠﺎرﻳﺔ
 وﻳﻈﻬﺮ اﻟﺒﺤﺚ اﻷﻫﻤﻴﺔ اﻟﺘﺎرﻳﺨﻴﺔ ﻟﺬﻟﻚ.ﺑﺴﻮرﻳﺎ ﺑﺸﻜﻞ ﻋﺎم
اﻟﺠﺎﻣﻊ ﺑﺈﻟﻘﺎء اﻟﻀﻮء ﻋﲆ اﻟﻮﻇﺎﺋﻒ اﳌﺘﻌﺪدة اﻟﺘﻲ ﻗﺎم ﺑﻬﺎ
 ﺑﺎﻹﺿﺎﻓﺔ إﱃ ﺣﴫ،ﻋﲆ ﻣﺪار اﻟﻌﺼﻮر اﻟﺘﺎرﻳﺨﻴﺔ اﳌﺨﺘﻠﻔﺔ
.اﻟﺘﺴﻤﻴﺎت اﳌﺘﻌﺪدة اﻟﺘﻲ اﺷﺘﻬﺮ ﺑﻬﺎ ﰲ اﳌﺼﺎدر اﻟﺘﺎرﻳﺨﻴﺔ
وﻗﺪ ﺗﺘﺒﻊ اﻟﺒﺤﺚ ﺟﻤﻴﻊ أﻋ ل اﻟﺘﺠﺪﻳﺪ اﻟﺘﻲ ﻣﺮ ﺑﻬﺎ ﺑﺪاﻳﺔ
 ﻛ ﺗﻀﻤﻦ اﻟﺒﺤﺚ، ﻣﻦ إﻧﺸﺎﺋﻪ واﻧﺘﻬﺎء ﺑﺎﻟﻌﴫ اﻟﻌﺜ
دراﺳﺔ وﺻﻔﻴﺔ اﺷﺘﻤﻠﺖ ﻋﲆ ﺗﺄرﻳﺦ ﺟﺪﻳﺪ ﻟﺒﻌﺾ ﻋﻨﺎﴏه
 ﺑﺎﻹﺿﺎﻓﺔ إﱃ دراﺳﺔ ﺗﺤﻠﻴﻠﻴﺔ ﺗﻀﻤﻨﺖ ﺗﺄﺻﻴﻞ ﻟﺘﻠﻚ،اﳌﻌ رﻳﺔ
 وﻗﺪ.اﻟﻌﻨﺎﴏ وﻣﻘﺎرﻧﺘﻬﺎ ﺑﺎﻷﻣﺜﻠﺔ اﳌﻮازﻳﺔ ﺪﻳﻨﺔ ﺣﻠﺐ
ﺗﻀﻤﻦ اﻟﺒﺤﺚ أﻳﻀﺎ ﻗﺮاءة ﻟﻜﺎﻓﺔ اﻟﻨﻘﻮش اﻟﻜﺘﺎﺑﻴﺔ اﻟﺒﺎﻗﻴﺔ ﻣﻊ
 وأﻛﺪ اﻟﺒﺤﺚ.ﺗﻔﺮﻳﻎ ﺑﻌﻀﻬﺎ ﻟﻠﻤﺮة اﻷوﱃ ﻣﻦ ﺟﺎﻧﺐ اﻟﺒﺎﺣﺚ
ﻋﲆ أﻫﻤﻴﺔ اﻟﻮﻗﻒ اﻟﺨﺎص ﺑﺎﻟﺠﺎﻣﻊ وﺣﴫ ﻣﺸﺘﻤﻼﺗﻪ ﺧﻼل
اﻟﻌﴫﻳﻦ اﳌﻤﻠﻮ واﻟﻌﺜ ﻣﻊ ﺑﻴﺎن ﻣﺼﺎرﻓﻪ اﻟﴩﻋﻴﺔ ﰲ
 اﻟﻠﻮﺣﺎت.ﺿﻮء ﴍوط اﻟﻮاﻗﻒ ﻣﻦ واﻗﻊ اﳌﺼﺎدر اﻟﺘﺎرﻳﺨﻴﺔ
اﻟﻔﻮﺗﻮﻏﺮاﻓﻴﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺻﻮرت ﺟﻤﻴﻌﻬﺎ ﻣﻦ ﺟﺎﻧﺐ اﻟﺒﺎﺣﺚ أﺛﻨﺎء
.م2010 زﻳﺎرﺗﻪ اﳌﻴﺪاﻧﻴﺔ ﻟﻠﺠﺎﻣﻊ ﰲ
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INTRODUCTION
The city of Aleppo is Syria's second city, located on the river Qūwīq in north-west
Syria. It is often regarded as the oldest inhabited city in the world because of its
continuous history from at least the twentieth century BCE1. It played a significant
historical role during the pre-Islamic periods because of its location on the shortest
and most convenient route between the Middle East and the Mediterranean 2, which
made it an important center of civilization. The importance of the city declined during
the first three centuries of Islam3, but it flourished again from the reign of Hamdanids
332-356 A.H/ 944-967 A.D4 to become a base for rule in northern Syria5. It remained
a place of interest for the rulers of the later Islamic periods, especially under the reign
of the Mamluks 658-922 A.H/ 1260-1516 A.D, when it was regarded as a border
city6.
The city's rulers constructed many monuments across the different Islamic eras to
commemorate their memories or as charitable acts. Therefore, the artistic treasures of
Aleppo are innumerable. They include the citadel, which is probably the best example
extant of medieval military architecture7, the fortified city walls and ancient gates,
which served as an external shield to protect the city 8 . Many mosques were
constructed and spread widely across the city9, in addition to madrassas, souks, khans,
private homes, and thousands of other architectural elements that represent all periods
of Islamic history10.
Among the many monumental treasures of the city is the mosque of al-Karīmīyah. It
is considered one of the oldest mosques in the city, constructed not long after the
Islamic conquest, although its exact foundation date is unknown11. It is located within
the city's borders and its architectural elements still remain in good condition. It is
characterized by architectural elements that belong to three successive periods: the
Ayyubid, Mamluk, and the Ottoman.
The renewal works undertaken during each of these periods left clear signatures and
still remain as a witness to the architectural styles of the time in which they were
added. This article demonstrates the archaeological importance of the mosque of alKarīmīyah through a description and analytical study of its elements, including their
dating. The importance of this study is enhanced by the current unrest in Syrian cities
generally, and especially in Aleppo, which threatens various archaeological sites of

1

Petersen, Dictionary of Islamic architecture, p. 10.
Chehade, “Aleppo: Its structure and problems”, p. 102.
3
Petersen, Dictionary of Islamic architecture, pp. 10-11.
4
David & Ḥiritani, Ḥalab, p. 59.
5
Sauvaget, Alep, p. 84.
6
Sauvaget, Tyrwhitt, “Aleppo”, p. 407; Gaube, wirth, Aleppo, p. 51; Burns, Aleppo, p. 168.
7
Saouaf, Miller, Aleppo, p. 8.
8
Tabaa, “Circle of power”, p. 181.
9
Warren, “Key monuments of Islamic architecture”, p. 231.
10
Roded, “Great Mosques”, p. 32.
11
al-Asadī, Aḥῑyāʾ ḥalab, p.107.
2
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different ages. Several sites, including the mosque under study, have been damaged
during these events12.

AL-KARῙMῙYAH MOSQUE, HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Among the monuments of the old city of Aleppo, the mosque of al-Karīmīyah is
considered one of the oldest archaeological buildings surviving13. Unfortunately, we
cannot accurately determine the date of the mosque because it does not include any
inscriptions giving its first foundation date, and nor is this mentioned in historical
sources. The latter do indicate, however, that it was built in an early period after the
Islamic conquest14, in either the reign of the Caliph ʿUmar Ibn al-Khaṭṭāb or Caliph
ʿUmar Ibn Abd al-Azīz15. Caliph ʿUmar Ibn al-Khaṭṭāb ruled between 13-23 AH/ 634644 AD and Caliph ʿUmar Ibn Abd al-Azīz reigned between 99-101 AH/ 717-719 AD.
Therefore, we can determine the first foundation date of the mosque as between 16
AH/ 637 AD, in which the Arab Muslim armies entered the city of Aleppo, and the
year 101 AH/ 719 AD in which the Caliphate of ʿUmar Ibn Abd al-Azīz ended noting
that this supposition is based on what mentioned in the historical sources about this
regard but, as aforementioned, no archaeological evidences. Thus, using the historical
sources, we can suppose an approximate foundation date for the mosque during the 1st
century AH until the first year of the 2nd century AH.
As for the mosque’s names, al-Karīmīyah is the current, popular name16, although its
original name was al-Muḥṣab, which was mentioned in the historical sources of the
Ayyubid period 17 . Unfortunately, the historical sources did not present any
explanation for this name, some references referred that it has no origin 18 and the
other mentioned it with no comment19. This name may have owned to the supervisor
al-mutawali of the mosque in this period that many mosques in the same city were
called by the names of their supervisors such as the mosque of al- Amir Ashiqtumur
773 A.H/ 1371 A.D which was famous by al-Sakakini as relate to its supervisor20. The
name al-Karīmīyah is related to al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm al-Khāfī, who renewed the
mosque in the Mamluk period 21 . In addition to its original and current names, it
12

Shady, Bashar, “Syrian Archaeological Heritage”, p. 7.
Ṭalas, Al-Athār al-islāmῑyah, p. 93; Nuṭfajī, fan al-ʿimarah, p. 53.
14
al-Ghuzzī, Nahr al-dhahab, vol. 2, p. 98.
15
Ibn Shaddād, Al-Aʿlāq al-Khaṭῑrah, vol. 1, p. 63.
16
Many historical sources and references attested that this name correlated with the mosque since the
Mamluk period after the renewal works of al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm al-Khāfī. Ibn al-ʿAjamī, Kunūz aldhahab, vol.1, p. 256.; Ibn al-Ḥanbalī, Durr al- ḥabab, vol. 1, p. 839.; al-Ghuzzī, Nahr al-dhahab, vol.
2, p. 98.; al- Ṭabbākh, Aʿlām al-nublāʾ, vol. 5, p. 287.; Herzfeld, Inscriptions et monuments d’Alep,
vol. 2, p. 315.; Gaube, Arabische inschriften aus Syrien, p. 42.; Miencke, Die Mamlukische architektur,
p. 372. At the same time, some references referred that the mosque has been famous with this name
since the beginning of the 20th century. al-Jāsir, Dūr al-mutaṣawifah, p. 229.
17
Ibn Shaddād, Al-Aʿlāq al-Khaṭῑrah, vol. 1, p. 63.
18
Herzfeld, Inscriptions et monuments d’Alep, vol. 2, p. 315.
19
al-Jāsir, Dūr al-mutaṣawifah, p. 229.
20
Ṭalas, Al-ʾAthār al-islāmῑyah, p. 157; al-Jabbūri, al-mushaidāt al-waqfiyah, p. 126.
21
Miencke, Die Mamlukische architektur, p. 372.
13
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known by the name Masjid al-Qadam,
al
or footprint mosque, as it includes a footprint
22
attributed to the prophet Muḥḥammad .
LOCATION OF THE MOSQUE
The mosque is situated in a district inside Bāb Qinnasrin23. The quarters which are
located inside the city's gates are often named after these gates, such as the quarter of
Bāb al
al-Naṣr,, the quarter of Bāb Qinnasrin, and the quarter of Bāb al
al-Naīyrab
yrab24. The
district of Bāb Qinnasrin is considered one of the oldest districts in Aleppo; this is
evidenced by the plans in which the ancient districts of the city were built (Fig. 1).
There are many monumental build
buildings
ings around the mosque, such as Bāb Qinnasrin, so
named because it leads to the city of Qinnasrin 25. Other monuments situated in this
district include the mosque of al-Ṭarsūsīī26 and Ḥamm
ammām al- Juhar
uharī.27

◄ fig.no.1: The map of
the old city of Aleppo
shows the location of the
mosque. After, the center
of
planning
and
archaeological studies in
Aleppo.

THE RENEWAL WORKS
The mosque of al-Karīmīyah
ah was renewed many times after its first construction.
According to historical sources and inscriptions within the mosque itself, the current
building attributed to three principal periods: the Ayyubid, the Mamluk, and the
Ottoman period.
The mosque was ren
renewed
ewed for the first time in the Ayyubid period 28 during the reign of
al-Sultan
Sultan al-Nāṣiir Yūsuf II under the supervisor of his slave Abd al
al-Raḥmān
mān Ibn Abd
22

ʿUthm
ʿUthmān, Al-ʾAthā
ār wa-l-awābīd
bīd al
al-tārῑkhῑyah
ῑkhῑyah, p. 123.
al-Ḥim
Ḥimṣī, Ḥalab
b al
al-qadῑmah,, p. 36.
24
Hivernel, “Bâb al
al--Nayrab”,
Nayrab”, p. 216.
25
Bāb Qinnasrin may have been built by Saīff al-Dawlah
al
al-Ḥamad
Ḥamadānī, the ruler of Aleppo between
333-356
356 AH/ 945
945-967
967 AD and was later renewed by al-Malikk al
al-Nāṣir Yūsuf
uf II in 654 AH/ 1256 AD.
ʿlāq al-Khaṭῑrah
Ibn Shaddād, , Al-Aʿl
ῑrah,, vol. 1, p. 19; Qal
Qalʿajī, Ḥalab al-qadῑmah,
al
, p. 105.
26
the mosque of al-Ṭars
Ṭarsūsī is attributed to the Zangi period and renewed by A
Aḥmad Ibn al-Tājir
Tājir in 708
AH/ 1308 AD. al
al-Ghuzzī,
Ghuzzī, Nahr al--dhahab, vol.
ol. 2, p. 101.
27
Ḥamm
Ḥammām al- Juhar
uharī is attributed to al
al-Amir
Amir Aqbugha al- Juharī in 786 AH/ 1383 AD. Abd al
alRāzik, Al-Ḥammamāāt al-ʿāmmah,, p. 335.
23
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al-Riḥīm Ibn al-ʿAjamī al- Shāfiʿī29 in 654 AH/ 1256 AD30. These renewal works are
attested in an inscription written by Thuluth, located in the northern entrance31. Some
researchers consider this date as that of the first construction 32 but the inscription
begins with al-Basmalah, followed by the phrase “this building was renewed…”,
clearly indicating that these works were renovations after the first construction, as
also confirmed by the historical sources.
The mosque was renewed again in the Mamluk period by al-Qādī Bahāʾ al-Dīn Alī
Muḥammad Ibn Abī Sawādah33, who renewed the minaret in 771 AH/ 1369 AD.
These works were proven in an inscription mentioned by Ibn al-ʿAjamī (Kunūz, I, p.
256) and was engraved on the minaret shaft but it has faded and no longer exists.
The main renewal works, however, were undertaken by al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm Ibn
Abd Allāh al-Khāfī al- Ḥanafī in 855 AH/ 1451 AD34. He was a student of al-Shaykh
Zaīn al-Dīn al-Khāfī, to whom he belonged, and he was one of the dignitaries of
Aleppo. He died in 884 AH/ 1479 AD and was buried in a tomb inside the mosque35.
The renewal works of al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm are considered the most important in
the history of the mosque, and so the building itself was attributed to him. He decided
to renew the mosque after adopting it as his place of residence. He demolished the
shops adjacent to the mosque on its western side and added their spaces to it, then he
expanded its eastern iwan and ordered that Friday prayers should be held at the
mosque. These renewal works also included the construction of another entrance
beside the old one, new windows in its western side, and toilets for the ablution
services36. His works were not limited to renewals of the building itself, but also he
appointed an Imam for the prayers and Friday sermon and a reader of the Quran 37. He
proclaimed his works in a monumental inscription located above the window of his
tomb inside the mosque.
Following this, the mosque was renewed again by al-Amir jānī Bik al-Tājī, the ruler
of Aleppo city, in 866 AH/ 1461 AD, who renewed many parts of the building and
28

Unfortunately, there is no available information for the several centuries between the foundation of
the mosque and its first renewal in the Ayyubid period in 654 AH/ 1256 AD. The historical sources
provide no notes on the mosque during this period and the building itself does not include any
inscriptions before those relating to the Ayyubid renovations in 654 AH/ 1256 AD.
29
He was captured by the Mongols and murdered in 658 A.H/ 1259 A.D. al-Dhahabī, siyar aʿlām, vol.
1, p. 522.
30
The same date - 654 AH - was engraved in Bāb Qinnasrin beside the mosque as a renewal date
during the reign of al-Sultan al-Nāṣir Yūsuf, indicating that the renovation of the mosque and of Bāb
Qinnasrin were undertaken at the same time.
31
Herzfeld, Inscriptions et monuments d’Alep, vol. 2, p. 315.
32
ʿUthmān, Al-Handasah al-ʾinshʾīyah, p. 206.
33
al-Qādī Bahāʾ al-Dīn belonged to Banī Sawādah, a famous family who lived in Aleppo, in a district
specially allocated to them. They held many prestigious positions in the city; al-Qādī Bahāʾ al-Dīn was
a judge for the city and appointed as a head of Dīwān al-ʾInshāʾ. Ibn al-ʿAjamī, Kunūz al-dhahab, vol.
1, p. 462; Ibn Ḥabib, Tadhkarit, vol. 1, p. 248; Ibn al-Wardī, Tārīkh ibn al-wardī, vol. 2, p. 374; alʿAsqalanī, al-Durar, vol. 3, p. 259.
34
al-Ghuzzī, Nahr al-dhahab, vol. 2, p. 98.
35
Ibn al-Ḥanbalī, Durr al- ḥabab, vol. 1, p. 839.
36
Ibn al-ʿAjamī, Kunūz al-dhahab, vol. 1, p. 256.
37
al- Ṭabbākh, Aʿlām al-nublāʾ, vol. 5, p. 287.
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added a new minbar38. We can thus be certain that the mosque was renewed three
times during the Mamluk period. These works are proven by inscriptions, some of
which still remain and others of which are now lost but were mentioned in historical
sources.
After a period of time, the mosque then fell into ruins and was deserted by
worshipers, remaining in that state until it was renewed in 1302 AH/ 1885 AD by
Jamīl Pasha, the ruler of Aleppo in the reign of al-Sultan Abd al- Ḥamīd II. These
works included many improvements inside the mosque. They are attested in two
monumental inscriptions, the first one located above the southern entrance and the
second located above the façade of the main iwan. In mentioning the works of Jamīl
Pasha, we should refer also to Gaube’s (1978, p. 42) note that there was once a shop
located 150 m north of the mosque, the façade of which included a monumental
inscription with two lines referring to the mosque.

 وﻗﻒ ﺟﺎﻣﻊ-1
1302  اﻟﻜﺮﯾﻤﯿﺔ ﺳﻨﺔ-2
1- This waqf was endowed on the mosque of
2- al-Karīmīyah in 1302
The shop no longer exists, but it was recorded, with its inscription, by Gaube (1978, p.
42)39. The inscription measured 40 x 20 cm and indicated that the shop was among the
endowments of the mosque and that it was built in 1302 AH/ 1885 AD. This date is
the same as the works of Jamīl Pasha. So, the conclusion can be drawn that the
renewal works of Jamīl Pasha were not limited to the mosque alone, but also included
endowments that were built and allocated to the mosque.
THE FUNCTIONS OF THE MOSQUE
Although the mosque has four inscriptions, their content is limited to mentions of the
names and nicknames of those responsible for renewal works and the dates of these
events. None mentions the functions of the mosque, referring to it as a building in
general.
The first inscription, for example, belongs to the Ayyubid period. It began with alBasmalah, followed with the phrase “…this blessed building was renewed…..” "
"....ﺟﺪدت ھﺬه اﻟﺒﻨﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺒﺎرﻛﺔ.... It is clear that the inscription did not mention a specific
function for the building, whether before the renewal works or after their
completion40.
38

Miencke, Die Mamlukische architektur, p. 372.
This inscription was also photographed and facsimiled by ʿUthmān (2010, p. 149), look at (Fig.12) at
this study.
40
The same phrase was used in the same city in an inscription commemorating the renewal works of
Nūr al-Dīn Zanki in al- Ḥallawīyah madrasa, but the phrase in this case was more specific in that it
was complimented by explicit reference to the function of the building: “... this blessed building was
renewed and constructed as a madrasa for jurists …”"...ﺟﺪد ھﺬه اﻟﺒﻨﯿﺔ اﻟﺴﻌﯿﺪة وأﻧﺸﺄھﺎ ﻣﺪرﺳﺔ ﻟﻠﻔﻘﮭﺎء... " . The
inscription indicated that Nūr al-Dīn renewed the building in general without any specification
39
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The second of the al-Karīmīyah mosque inscriptions is a Mamluk inscription. It is
situated in the mausoleum’s window and again does not mention the function of the
mosque. It begins with a similar phrase: “this blessed place was constructed…” "أﻧﺸﺄ
"... ;ھﺬا اﻟﻤﻜﺎن اﻟﻤﺒﺎركthe phrase may refer only to the mausoleum or perhaps to the
building in general. The third inscription dated to the Ottoman period and also has no
mention of the mosque’s functions. The only note regarding the function of the
building occurs in the fourth inscription, which belongs also to the Ottoman period. It
is located in the façade of al-Qiblīyah and in its last verse refers to the building as a
mosque .""ﺑﻤﺤﺮم ﻗﺪ ﺟﺪ ھﺬا اﻟﻤﺴﺠﺪ
From the preceding discussion, it is clear that the four inscriptions in the building,
which belong to three different historical periods, do not provide us with any notes
about its function. It is necessary instead to identify the functions of the building from
what is mentioned in the historical sources, which indicate that it held a range of roles
since its first construction. It was initially limited to holding the five prayers, until it
was expanded and renewed in the Mamluk period by al-Shaykh Abd al- Karīm 41 .
From that time, it became a congregational mosque42 and the Friday prayer was held
inside it 43 . In discussing its function, Herzfeld (1955, p. 372) referred to it as almadrasa al-Karīmīyah, but the historical sources do not mention any notes about this
function. Some historical sources do refer to it as a Zāwīyah, such as Ibn al-Ḥanbalī
(Durr, I, p. 839), who said in the biography of al-Shayḫ Abd al-Karīm “Abd al-Karīm
Ibn Abd Allāh al-Khāfī al-Ḥanafī the owner of the famous Zāwīyah inside bāb
Qinsarin…”
Herzfeld also added a new function. He assumed that the mosque played the role of
al-Khanqāh, and was known as al-khanqāh al-Shamsīyah44. Although the historical
sources do not comment that the mosque played this role45, this assumption may be
logical, especially after it was renewed under the patronage of al-Shaykh Abd alKarīm al-Khāfī, who was famous for his Sufis activity. This is further supported by
regarding its function, but showed also that the building after these renewal works became a madrasa
for jurists, noting that the building was used as a mosque before the works of Nūr al-Dīn. Ibn Shaddād,
Al-Aʿlāq al-khaṭῑrah, vol. 1, p. 111.; al-Jirmānī, Tuḥaf al- ʾanbaʾ,p. 200.; Herzfeld, Inscriptions et
monuments d’Alep, vol. 2, p. 315.; al-Jāsir, Madāris ḥalab, p. 109.
41

Ibn al-Ajamī, Kunūz al-dhahab, vol. 1, p. 256.
The mosque was mentioned among the lists of the congregational mosques that were mentioned in
the contemporary sources of the Mamluk period. Ibn al-Ajamī, Kunūz al-dhahab, vol. 1, p. 256; Ibn alShuḥnah, Al-Durr al-muntakhab, p.72; Gaube, Wirth, Aleppo, p. 235.
43
Meincke, Die Mamlukische architektur, p. 372.
44
Herzfeld, Inscriptions et monuments d’Alep, vol. 2, p. 315.
45
Ibn Ḥajar al-ʿAsqalanī referred in his book (inbaʾ, vol. 3, pp. 138-141) during his translation of alShaykh Muḥamad Ibn Bahadir Ibn Abdullah al-Zarkashī that he assumed the position of Shaykh in alKhanqah al-Karīmīyah. Al-ʿAsqalanī did not determined if he mean the mosque of al-Karīmīyah in
Aleppo or al-Khanqah al-Karīmīyah in Cairo as al-Shaykh al-Zarkahī frequented to Aleppo and Cairo
during his life. The same historian translated to al-Shaykh al-Zarkahī in his book (al-Durar, vol. 3, pp.
397-398) and stated that al-Zarkahī appointed as Shaykh in khanqat Karim al-din. It is proved that alʿAsqalanī intended al-Khanqah al-Karīmīyah in Cairo which was situated in al-Qarafah al-Sughra and
constructed by al-Amir Karim al-din Ibn al-Sadid in 722 A.H/ 1322 A.D. al-ʿAsqalanī, inbaʾ, vol. 1, p.
447; al-ʿAsqalanī, al-Durar, vol. 3, p. 398; Said, “Kahnqahat misr”, p. 1455.
42
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the fact that th
this
is man was one of the students of al-Shaykh
Shaykh Zaīn al
al-Dīn al-Khāfī,
Khāfī, who
was a famous Sufi man. al-Shaykh
Shaykh Abd al
al-Karīm was a close student of his and took
46
his name -al-Khāfī
Khāfī- as a nickname . Therefore, it is likely that al-Shaykh
Shaykh Abd al
alKarīm made the mosque a refuge for the Sufis after he renewed it.
In addition to these functions, the mosque includes a mausoleum added by al-Shaykh
al
Abd al
al-Karīm as his own tomb47. It was also used as a shrine because it includes a
footprint on a marble slab incorrectly attrib
attributed
uted to the prophet Mu
Muḥammad.. From the
preceding, it is clear that the mosque of al-Karīmīyah
Karīmīyah played various functions and
had great importance among the mosques of Aleppo city.
ARCHITECTURAL D
DESCRIPTION
ESCRIPTION AND ANALYTICAL STUDY
The mosque occupies an irregul
irregular
ar area with a total 1350 sq m. It has only one free
façade, which overlooks the adjacent street. The façade has two entrances and only
one minaret, surmounting the southern entrance. Inside the mosque, there are many
architectural units, such as the main iwan, a side portico, a mausoleum, and other
extensions. All the architectural units inside the mosque share one open courtyard
(Fig. 2).

◄ fig.no.2: The
plan of the mosque.
After, The center of
planning and
archaeological
studies in Aleppo.

1. The façade:
The mosque has only one façade overlooks the Bāb Qinnasrin street. Its length is
30.15 m, and it is 5.60 m high from the level of the outside street, which is now at a
level 80 cm above the base of the façade. At the top of the façade there is a renewed
46
47

al-Sakhāwī,
Sakhāwī, Al-Daw
Dawʾ allāmiʿ,
ʿ, vol. 9, p. 260.
Meincke, Die Mamlukische architektur
architektur,, p. 372.
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surmounting wall measuring 1.80 m high, which means that the overall height of the
façade today is 8.20 m (Fig. 3). The façade is characterized by its simplicity and is
devoid of decorations except a projecting stone cornice at its top (Pl. 1).

fig.no.3:
The façade of the mosque, the two
entrances, and the minaret. After, the center of
planning and archaeological studies in Aleppo.

Pl.no.1 The façade of the mosque. By the
author in July 2010.

The southern section of the façade is occupied by three shops. These were probably
among the endowments allocated to the mosque during the works of al-Shaykh
Shaykh Abd
al-Karīm
Karīm in 855 AH/ 1451 AD, since the historical sources mention that his
expansions were in the western side48, where the three shops are located. The first and
the second shop overlook the outside street via a pointed arch; they are adjacent to the
southern entrance from the south side. The third shop overlooks the outside street
through a flat arch and is separa
separated
ted by a small window (Fig. 3). This window connects
the main iwan and the external façade through a short corridor roofed by a pointed
vault 2.30 m long. The window rises over the street level by 70 cm and reaches 2.30
m high. It is topped by a curved arc
arch,
h, and covered by a veil of iron grill.
In the north side of the façade, there are other two windows. They were added during
49
the works of al-Shaykh
Shaykh Abd al-Karīm
al
. They have the same height of 1.40 m, and
same width of 90 cm, and they are covered by iron ggrilles.
rilles. Beside the two windows on
the south side, there is a Qas
Qasṭal for drinking water comprised of a deep recess topped
by a pointed arch (Pl. 1). It represents the common style found in many monumental
buildings of the city, most of which have a small re
recess
cess with a pottery pipe which
provides them with water. The Qasṭal appeared in many building's facades, such as
the mosque of al--Shuʿīybīyah,
īybīyah, which is considered the first mosque constructed in the
city (Raby 2004, 289). The Qasṭal also occurs in many fac
facades
ades during the Mamluk
period, such as the façade of Mihmindār mosque 8th AH/ 14th AD which includes a
Qasṭal
al in its western side. It appears as well in the facades of many Ottoman
buildings, such as that of Bahrām
Bahr pasha mosque in alal Jallūwm district 991 AH/ 1583
50
AD .

48

Ibn al-Ajamī,
al
Kunūz al-dhahab,
al
, vol. 1, p. 256.
Ibn al-Ajamī,
al
Kunūz al-dhahab,
al
, vol. 1, p. 256.
50
Abd al-Rāzik,
Rāzik, “Mosque of Bahram Basha”, p. 4.
49
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The current mosque includes only one façade, we cannot state if it included side
sidefacades as there is no available information about its first construction. By any way,
single façades, as found at the al-Karīm
mīyah mosque, are a common feature in many
mosques of the city in the Mamluk period as well as earlier and later periods. Among
the mosques that include only one façade are: the mosque of Abū Ya
Yaḥīā al--Kawākibī
in al--Jallūwm district dating to 628 AH/ 1220 AD; al-Zakī mosque in Bāb al-Naṣr
al
street dating to 700 AH/ 1300 AD; al- Ṣirawī
irawī mosque in al-Bayā
Bayāḍah district dating to
780 AH/ 1378 AD; and al-Sak
Sakākīnī in al-Aʿjām
al
district dating to 773 AH/ 1371 AD.
The façade of the al-Karīmīy
īyah mosque is very simple, as in tthe
he majority of facades
of the city's mosques, except for the inscriptions and the color rotation around the
entrance. The same simplicity is seen elsewhere, such as the façade of al-Atrūsh
mosque behind the justice palace, built in 812 AH/ 1409 AD, and al-Daraj mosque in
khānn al
al-Sabīl district dating to 9th AH/ 15th AD51.

2. The entrances:
The mosque has two entrances located in its façade. The first, located in the north
side, is the oldest one; it was added during the renewal works of the Ayyubid period
in 654 AH/ 1256 AD. It comprises a huge recess measuring 5.10 m high from its base,
and 2 m in width. It is surmounted by a semi
semi-dome
dome with a pointed sector based on
three squinches in each of the two inner corners. Inside the recess, there is the door
that leads inside. It measures 2.10 m high from its base, and is 1.15 m wide. A flat
marble lintel surmounts it, and it is closed by two wooden shutters (Pl. 2). In the
southern side of the recess, there is a small door khwkhah surmounted by a curved
arch and led to the adjacent room but it is closed now and no longer used. This small
door added in a later period and did not back to the original entrance, it made from the
northern entrance a rare style that no previous example in the city includes a small
door in both sides of its recess
recess.52

◄Pl.no.2
◄
Pl.no.2 The northern entrance and
the Ayyubid
Ayyubid inscription. By the
author in July 2010..

51
52

ʿUthm
ʿUthmān, Al-Handasah
Handasah al-ʾinshʾ
al
ʾīyah, p. 214.
al-Qusir,
Qusir, Al-madakhil
madakhil, p. 64.
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The entrance includes an inscription53 composed of two lines, wrapping around the
three sides of the recess. It rises over the entrance level by 2.85 m; its length is 1.56 m
at the right side, 2.06 m in the middle, and 1.56 m at the left side; and it has a width of
28 cm along all three sides54 (Fig. 4).
ﺟﺪدت ھﺬه اﻟﺒﻨﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺒﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﻲ دوﻟﺔ ﻣﻮﻻﻧﺎ اﻟﺴﻠﻄﺎن اﻷﻋﻈﻢ واﻟﻤﻠﻚ اﻟﻤﻌﻈﻢ ﻣﺎﻟﻚ
﷽ ( 1) ”
رﻗﺎب اﻷﻣﻢ ﺳﯿﺪ ﻣﻠﻮك اﻟﻌﺮب واﻟﻌﺠﻢ اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ اﻟﻤﺠﺎھﺪ اﻟﻤﺮاﺑﻂ اﻟﻤﺆﯾﺪ اﻟﻤﻈﻔﺮ اﻟﻤﻨﺼﻮر اﻟﻤﻠﻚ اﻟﻨﺎﺻﺮ ﺻﻼح اﻟﺪﻧﯿﺎ
( ﺑﻼد ﷲ ﻧﺎﺻﺮ ﻋﺒﺎد ﷲ ﻣﻌﯿﻦ ﺧﻠﯿﻔﺔ ﷲ أﺑﻲ اﻟﻤﻈﻔﺮ ﯾﻮﺳﻒ ﺑﻦ ﷴ ﺑﻦ ﯾﻮﺳﻒ ﺧﻠﯿﻞ أﻣﯿﺮ2) واﻟﺪﯾﻦ ﺣﺎﻓﻆ
اﻟﻤﺆﻣﻨﯿﻦ ﺧﻠﺪ ﷲ ﻣﻠﻜﮫ وأﻋﺰ ﷲ أﻧﺼﺎره ﺑﻤﺤﻤﺪ وآﻟﮫ ﺑﺘﻮﻟﻲ ﻣﻤﻠﻮﻛﮫ اﻟﻌﺒﺪ اﻟﻔﻘﯿﺮ إﻟﻰ رﺣﻤﺔ ﷲ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﺮﺣﯿﻢ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ
“ ﺑﻦ اﻟﻌﺠﻤﻲ اﻟﺸﺎﻓﻌﻲ ﻓﻲ ﺷﮭﻮر ﺳﻨﺔ أرﺑﻌﺔ وﺧﻤﺴﯿﻦ وﺳﺘﻤﺎﯾﺔ ﻣﻦ اﻟﮭﺠﺮة اﻟﻨﺒﻮﯾﺔ55اﻟﺮﺣﯿﻢ
“(1) Al
Al-Basmalah,
Basmalah, this blessed building was renewed in the reign of al
al-sult
sultān alAʿẓam
am wa
wa-l-Maliik al-Muʿaẓẓ
ẓẓam Mālikk Riqāb
Riq al-ʾUmam
Umam Saīd
Sa d M
Mulūwk al-ʿArab
Arab wa-lwa
ʿAjam
Ajam al
al-ʿᾹlim
lim al
al-Mujāhidd al
al-Murābiṭ al-Muʾaīyad
al
yad al-Muẓaffar
al
affar al
al-Manṣūrr al-Malik
al
al-Nāāṣir Ṣalāḥ al-Dunyā
al
wa
wa-l-Dīnn protector (2) the countries of All
Allāh
h helper the
slaves of All
Allāh
h helper of the caliphate of All
Allāh Abī al-Muẓaffar
al
affar Y
Yūsuff Ibn Muḥammad
Mu
Ibn Y
Yūsuf Khalīll Amīr
Am al-Mu
Muʾminīn Allāāhh immortalized his kingdom and blessed his
supporters by the prophet M
Muḥammad
Mu ammad and his family under the supervisor of his poor
slave Abd al
al- Raḥīm
Ra m Ibn Abd al-Raḥīm
al
m Ibn al
al-Ajamī
Ajamī al
al- Shā
Shāfiʿīī in 654 from the
migration of the Prophet
Prophet”

Fig. 4: The Ayyubid inscription in the northern entrance. Facsimiled by the author.

The inscription belongs to the Ayyubid period and is written with Thuluth script,
although the majority of the Ayyubid inscriptions were written with Naskhi script.
Thuluth script was occasionally used jn this period, beginning to appear in the 4 th AH
century/ 10th AD 56 . The Naskhi script was the official script for registration in
monumental buildings in this period, however, with the first example recorded in the
city's monuments dated to 543 AH/ 1148 AD, located above the entrance of alḤallawīyah
allawīyah madrasa. All previous inscriptions were written with Kufic script 57.

53

This inscription was read in the historical sources such as: Ibn al
al-Agami
Agami (kunūz,
(
vol. 1,, p. 256); alal
Ghuzzi ((nahr, vol. 22,, p. 99) and previously published by Herzfeld (1956, p. 315) but it is facsimiled for
the first time at this study (Fig. 4).
54
Herzfeld, Inscriptions et monuments d’Alep
d’Alep, vol. 2, p. 315.
55
This phrase was read by Herzfeld as ““...اﻟﻌﺠﻤﻲ
...إﻟﻰ رﺣﻤﺔ ﷲ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﺮﺣﯿﻢ ﺑﻦ اﻟﻌﺠﻤﻲ...”
إﻟﻰ... but it is more correct to read
as found in the inscription as “...اﻟﻌﺠﻤﻲ
“...إﻟﻰ رﺣﻤﺔ ﷲ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﺮﺣﯿﻢ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﺮﺣﯿﻢ اﻟﻌﺠﻤﻲ...
إﻟﻰ...”. Herzfeld, Inscriptions et
monuments d’Alep,
d’Alep, vol. 2, p. 315.
56
al- JJabbūrī, Al-Kha
Khaṭ wa-l-kῑtābah
bah, p. 130.
57
ʿUthm
ʿUthmān, Al-Athāār wa-l-awābīd
bīd al
al-tārῑkhῑyah,, p. 203.
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The second entrance is located in the south side of the façade; it was added during the
renewal works of al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm
Karīm in 855 AH/ 1451 AD. It comprises a huge
recess surmounted by a pointed arch, which reaches 4.35 m from the street level and
is 2.70 m wide. In both the right and left sides of the recess, there is a terrace 74 cm
high and a 63 cm wide. Inside the recess is the entrance that leads inside the mosque.
It is surmoun
surmounted
ted by a curved arch composed of engaged voussoirs, measuring 2.76 m
high and 1.40 m wide. It is closed by two wooden shutters. The façade of this
entrance is characterized by its simplicity. It has no decoration except the color
rotation of the stones bet
between
ween black and yellow, according to the al-Ablaq
Ablaq style (Pl.
3).
The entrance has an inscription located above its curved arch (Fig. 5), the text added
during the renewal works of Jamīl Pasha in 1302 AH/ 1885 AD. It comprises three
lines written in Turkish language, referring to the renewal works in the reign of al
alSultan Abd al- Ḥamīd
Ḥ
II under the supervisor of Jamīl Pasha, the ruler of Aleppo city.
The date of these renewal works has been engraved under the three lines by numbers
1302 AH.
 ﺧﻠﯿﻔﺔ إﺳﻼم ﺑﻨﺎه وﺷﮭﻨﺸﺎه ﺷﻮﻛﺖ أﻛﺘﻨﺎه ﺷﻮﻛﺘﺎو-1
 اﻟﻐﺎزي ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﺤﻤﯿﺪ ﺧﺎن ﺛﺎﻧﻲ أﻓﻨﺪﻣﺰ ﺣﻀﺮﺗﻠﺮﯾﻨﻚ ﻋﮭﺪ ھﻤﺎﯾﻮﻧﻠﺮﻧﺪه-2
 ﻣﻜﻤﻼ ﺗﻌﻤﯿﺮ أوﻟﻨﻤﺸﺪر....  ﺣﻠﺐ وﻻﯾﺘﻲ واﻟﯿﺴﻲ ﺟﻤﯿﻞ ﺑﺎﺷﺎﻧﻚ دﻻﻟﺖ-3
1302 ﺳﻨﺔ
1- The caliph of Islam, the lord of the kings, and the possessor of greatness
2- In the blessed reign of the conqueror abd al
al-ḥamīd
īd II
3- the ruler of Aleppo Jamīl pasha renovated …. at the best way
In 1302

Pl.no.3: The southern entrance and the fig.no.5: The Turkish inscription which located
ʿU
Turkish inscription of the renewal works of above the southern entrance. After, ʿUṯhmān,
Jamīl pasha. By the author in July 2010..
Dirasat naq
naqʾish,
ʾish, p. 148.
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The mosque therefore includes two entrances in its façade, as found in many other
mosques of different periods in the city of Aleppo. The two entrances are located in
the same side in al-Karīmīyah mosque, but this was rare among the city's mosques.
For example, the great Omayyad mosque has two entrances, the first located in the
western side and the second is in the northern side. In al-Ṭunbūgha mosque, dating to
718 AH/ 1318 AD, the first is located in the eastern side and the second is in the
western side. In al-Aṭrūsh mosque of 812 AH/ 1409 AD, the first is located in the
western side and the second is in the northern side. In al-Ṭawāshī mosque built in 774
AH/ 1372 AD, the first entrance is in the eastern side and the second is located in the
western side58.
The two entrances of the mosque have two different styles. The older one is
comprised of a recess surmounted by a half-dome based on stalactites (Pl. 2). The
same shape appears in the entrance of the Mihmindār mosque, which features a huge
recess surmounted by a half-dome with a pointed sector based on stone stalactites 59.
The second entrance comprises a recess surmounted by a pointed arch (Pl. 3). This
shape appears in many other examples, such as the entrance of Ogelbek mosque in alBāb al-Aḥmar district, built in 885 AH/ 1480 AD60.

3. The minaret
The mosque has only one minaret, located above the southern entrance. It was said to
have been renewed in the Mamluk period by al-Qādī Bahāʾ al-Dīn in 771 AH/ 1369
AD according to an inscription mentioned by Ibn al-Ajamī (Kunūz, I, p. 256) who
read it as follows:

” ﺟﺪد ھﺬه اﻟﻤﺄذﻧﺔ اﻟﻘﺎﺿﻲ ﺑﮭﺎء اﻟﺪﯾﻦ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺑﻦ ﷴ ﺑﻦ أﺑﻲ ﺳﻮادة ﻣﻮﻗﻊ اﻟﺪﺳﺖ ﺑﺤﻠﺐ وﻧﺎظﺮ اﻟﻤﻜﺎن ﻓﻲ ﺳﻨﺔ اﺣﺪى
“وﺳﺒﻌﯿﻦ وﺳﺒﻌﻤﺎﺋﺔ
“This minaret was renewed by al-Qādī Bahāʾ al-Dīn Alī Muḥammad Ibn Abī
Sawādah Mūwaqqiʿ al-Dist61 in Aleppo and the supervisor of the place in 771 AH”
It is illogical, however, that the current minaret is of this date, because it is
constructed above the southern entrance, which was only added to the mosque during
the renewal works of al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm in 855 AH/ 1451 AD. The entrance
forms the base of the minaret itself (Fig. 3). Therefore, I suggest that the minaret was
completely renewed again during the works of al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm in 855 AH/
1451 AD or those of al-Amir Jānī Bik al-Tājī in 866 AH/ 1462 AD. This is supported
by the inscription mentioned by Ibn al-Ajamī (Kunūz, I, p.256), which is eroded and
no longer exists, but refers to the minaret being renewed in a later period. The current
minaret was also constructed according to the Mamluk style, which proves that it was

58

ʿUthmān, Al-Handasah al-ʾinshʾīyah, p. 211.
Abd al-Rāzik, “Architectural archaeological study”, p. 147.
60
ʿUthmān, Al-Handasah al-ʾinshʾīyah, p. 220.
61
Mūwaqqiʿ al-Dist means: the Sultan’s writer or Kātib al-Dist al-sultānī, he was a first-class
employee in Diwān al-inshaʾ. Also, he was sitting with Kātib al-sir during the Sultan’s meetings, he
read the orders, decisions to the Sultan and signed it. Ibn al-Ḥanbalī, Durr, vol. 1, p. 616.
59
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renewed during the aforementioned works, as they were the only renovations in the
Mamluk period after the date 771 AH.
In stylistic terms, the current minaret is very simple and devoid of decoration and
inscriptions. It resembles other minarets constructed in the city in the Mamluk period.
It begins over the roof, at 9.45 m high. It has one octagonal shaft of 5.20 m height,
and ends at its top with a projecting balcony of octagonal shape, based on stone
stalactites. At the top, there is a cupola with a pointed sector (Pl. 4).

◄Pl.no.4:
Pl.no.4: The minaret of the
mosque. By the author in July
2010.

It was a common rule among the religious buildings in the city of Aleppo that no
mosque should have more than one minaret. The minaret of the al
al-Karīmīyah
ah mosque
belongs to the Mamluk style, which often utilized the octagonal shape. Square
minarets were co
common
mmon in previous times, during the Seljuk, Zanki, and Ayyubid
periods, such as the minaret of the great Omayyad mosque of the Seljuk period built
in 483 AH/ 1090 AD, which is considered the oldest surviving minaret in the city of
Aleppo62. It is thought that
that the square minaret first appeared in Syria and after that
spread across the western and eastern Islamic world63.
The style of the minaret of al-Karīmīyah
al Karīmīyah appeared in many other examples during the
Mamluk period. These include the minaret of al-Aṣfar
far mosque
ue in al- Jallūwm district,
which was renewed during the Mamluk period; the minaret of alal Ḥaīyyāt mosque in
al-Farafrah
Farafrah district of 727 AH/ 1326 AD; the minaret of al-Ḥ
-Ḥaddādīn mosque in
Banq
Banqūsa district dating to 743 AH/ 1342 AD; and the minaret of al-ʿUmarī mosque in
Baḥsīītā district of 8th AH/ 14th AD64. All these examples including the minaret of alKarīmīyah have only one balcony that no minaret in Aleppo in general features more
than one balcony except the minaret of al
al-Aṭrūsh which include two octa
octagonal
gonal shafts
62

Fares, The Great Umayyad mosque
mosque, p. 32.
Creswell, “The Evolution of the minaret”, p. 134.
134
64 Abd al
al-Rāzik,
Rāzik, “Al-Ṭuruz
“Al
al-miʿʿmārῑyah”,
ῑyah”, pp. 316
316-318.
63
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each one surmounted by balcony65. Also, there is no one example of the minaret of
Aleppo covered entirely with tiles except the minaret of al- Khusrawiyah which
includes a single row of tiles rings its lower part66.

4. Inside the mosque
There are two entrances leading to the inside. The first one is located in the northern
side of the façade and leads directly to the open courtyard through a short corridor
roofed with a pointed vault, but it is now closed and no longer used. The second one
is located in the southern side of the façade. It leads to a transversal corridor 8.39 m
long and 2.88 m wide, and roofed with two cross vaults. Inside the corridor, there is a
window located in the right side and open to the main iwan. There is also a small door
facing the outer entrance which leads directly to the main iwan, while the left side of
the corridor leads to the open courtyard. On the northwestern side, there is the
entrance that leads to the roof and the minaret through a stone staircase. It is 1.90 m
high and 70 cm wide, and a curved arch surmounts it (Fig. 2).

4.1. The open courtyard
All the architectural units inside the mosque share one courtyard, which has a semisquare shape measuring 13.55 m long and 12.47 wide (Fig. 2). The old courtyard was
open and not roofed but is now covered by a modern roof. Its floor is paved with slab
stones and has no decoration or fountain as usual. There are four facades overlooking
it: the first in the south side is the façade of the main iwan, the second in the east side
of the façade of the eastern iwan, and the third and the fourth in the northern and
western sides of the facades of the mosque's extensions.

4.2. The main iwan, al-Qiblīyah:
The main iwan is situated in the south side of the courtyard and overlooks its interior
with a stone façade 6.70 high and finished at its top by a projecting stone cornice. In
the middle of the façade lies the entrance of the main iwan or al-Qiblīyah, with a
height of 2.65 m and width of 1.40 m. The entrance is surmounted by a curved arch,
and two wooden shutters close it. The façade has three windows, two of which open
onto the main iwan, while the third overlooks the ablution room that separates the
main iwan and the mausoleum. The three windows have the same dimensions, with a
height of 2.10 m and width of 1.10 m, and each is surmounted by a curved arch and
covered by an iron grille. The façade also includes a mihrab overlooking the inside of
the courtyard, which seems to have been added in a later period as resembles a new
extension and its color differs from the façade's wall. It comprises a niche surmounted
by a pointed arch measuring 2.60 m high and 1.12 wide (Fig. 6; Pl. 5).

65 Abd al-Rāzik, “Al-Ṭuruz al-miʿmārῑyah”, p.330.
66 Wantenpaugh, The image of an Ottoman city, p. 226.
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fig.no.6: Sector shows the façade of al
al-Qiblīyah,
Qiblīyah,
inside the eastern portico, and the two domes of the
main iwan and the mausoleum. After, the center of
planning and archaeological studies in Aleppo.

2020

pl.no.5 The façade of al
al- Qiblīyah and the
Ottoman iinscription
nscription of the renewal works of
Jamīl pasha. By the author in July 2010.

The façade of the main iwan includes also a monumental inscription 67 located above
the entrance. It refers to the renewal works that occurred at the mosque in the
Ottoman period iin
n 1302 AH/ 1885 AD68, comprising five poetry verses written in
Thuluth script carved prominently on stone (Fig. 7).

وﻏﺪت ﻧﻀﺎرة ﺣﺴﻨﮫ ﺗﺘﻮﻗﺪ

ﺑﻌﺪ اﻟﺪﺛﻮر ﻟﮫ أﺗﯿﺢ ﺗﺠﺪدا

ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﺤﻤﯿﺪ ﻟﮫ اﻟﺜﻨﺎ واﻟﺴﺆدد

ﺑﺨﻼﻓﺔ اﻟﻤﻨﺼﻮر ﺳﻠﻄﺎن اﻟﻮرى

ﻓﯿﻨﺎ ﺟﻤﯿﻞ ﺻﻨﺎﺋﻊ ﻻ ﺗﻨﻔﺪ

وﺑﺴﻌﻲ واﻟﯿﻨﺎ ﺟﻤﯿﻞ ﻣﻦ ﻟﮫ

ﻧﻮﻟﻲ اﻟﻤﻜﺎرم واﻟﻤﻔﺎﺧﺮ أﺣﻤﺪ

وﻧﻀﺎرة اﻟﻨﺪب اﻟﮭﻤﺎم اﻟﻌﺎدﻟﻲ

ﺑﻤﺤﺮم ﻗﺪ ﺟﺪﱠ ھﺬا اﻟﻤﺴﺠﺪ

ﻣﺬ ﺻﺢ ﺑﻌﺪ اﻟﻮھﻦ أرخ ﻣﺪﺣﮫ

1302
“After the demolition, it was renewed and became in a good condition in the reign of
al-sultan
sultan Abd al
al-- Ḥamīd
d II who deserves the praise and under the supervisor of his
deputy Jamīl
amīl pasha who is credited with many good deeds, the renovation of this
mosque was in Muharram 1302 AH”
The date of this renewal works was recorded by numbers at the bottom, as well it wa
was
recorded by letters in the last verse “ ”ﻣﺪﺣﮫ ﺑﻤﺤﺮم ﻗ ﺪ ﺟ ﺪﱠ ھ ﺬا اﻟﻤﺴ ﺠﺪaccording to Ḥisāb aljumal
mal (table 1).

Fig.no.7: The Ottoman inscription of
the renewal works of Jamil pasha.
Facsimiled by the author.

67

This inscription was read by al-Ghuzzi
al
(nahr
nahr, vol. 2,, p.99) and previously published by Gaube
(1978, p. 42).
68
Gaube, Arabische inschriften aus Syrien
Syrien,, p. 42.
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Letter

Value

Letter Value Letter Value Letter Value

م

40

ح

8

د

4

م

40

د

4

ر

200

ھـ

5

س

60

ح

8

م

40

ذ

700

ج

3

ھـ

5

ق

100

أ

1

د

4

ب

2

د

4

أ

1

م

40

ج

3

ل

30

Total
values

1302

Tab.no.
.no.1:
1: Shows the date of the renewal works of Jamīl pasha 1302 AH according to Ḥisāb
al-jumal
jumal in the last verse of the inscription.

The main iwan is composed of an irregular area, running 14.20 m along its southern
wall is 14.20 m, 10.95 m along its northern wall, and 12.47 m along its longitudinal
axis from the entrance to the mihrab. This area is divid
divided
ed by two arcades, each with
two columns (Pl. 6); the arcades divide the iwan into three aisles. The first and the
third aisle is divided into square areas roofed by cross vaults, while the middle aisle is
roofed by semi
semi-cross
cross vaults (Fig. 2). The square area in front of the mihrab is roofed
by a dome with pointed sector which rises over an octagonal drum. The drum
composes of eight ribs, each of which includes a window surmounted by a pointed
arch and based on transition zones from spherical triangle pend
pendentives
entives (Fig. 6; Pl. 7).
◄Pl.no.6:Insid
Pl.no.6:Insid
e the main iwan
al- Qiblīyah.
By the author
in July 2010.
► Pl.no.7:
The dome over
the mihrab of
the main iwan.
By the author
in July 2010..

Regarding the mosque ceiling, it is founded on the cross vaults used to roof all areas
inside the mosque except the square of the mihrab, which was roofed by a dome (Fig.
2). The cross vault is an architectural element that was used in widely since the pre
preIslamic period, especially in Roman architecture. It was then used in Islamic
architecture and appeared for the first time in the early Syrian architecture in Quseir
ʿAmr
Amrā in Jordon of 86
86-96
96 AH/ 705705 715 AD 69 . It appeared for the first time in
Egyptian architecture in the Fatimid period in the mosque of al
al-Juyūshī of 478 AH/
1085 AD. The cross vault was an essential element for the ceiling in the city of
Aleppo, being in widespread use since its first appearan
appearance
ce early in the Islamic period.
The most famous example of this element appears in the great Omayyad mosque,
which has been completely roofed in this way.
69

Shāfi
Shāfiʿī, Al-ʿImārah
rah al
al-ʿarabῑyah
ῑyah, p. 198.
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Beside the cross vaults, the architect used the dome over the square of the mihrab
(Fig. 6; Pl. 7). T
The
he first example of this feature appeared in the great Omayyad
mosque in Damascus founded in 97 AH/ 705 AD70. It spread after that to be used in
many buildings, such as: al--Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem after the construction of the
Abbasid caliph al-Mahdī
al
in 163
163 AH/ 780 AD; the dome of al
al-Kairouan
Kairouan mosque in
Tunis which was added by Abū Ibrāhīm
Ibrāh m A
Aḥmad
mad Ibn al-Aghlab
al
in 248 AH/ 862 AD;
and the dome of the grand mosque in Cordoba which was added by al- Ḥakam
akam II in
71
354 AH/ 965 AD . It also appeared in an early period in Egyptian architecture during
the Fatimid dynasty in al-Azhar
har in 359-361
361 AH/ 790
790-792
792 AD and al- Ḥākim
m mosque
72
of 380
380-403
403 AH/ 990-1013
990 1013 AD . It is a customary style for ceilings in Aleppo city. It
appears in many buildings of various dates, such as: al-Asa
Asadīyah al-Jūwan
Jūwanīyah
madrasa beside Bāb Qinnasrin, which belong to the Zanki period 73 ; alShādh
dhbakhtīyah and al-ʿAdīm
mīyah madrasa, of the Ayyubid period 74; and Mihmindār
mosque, which belongs to the Mamluk period75.
In the middle of the southern wall of the main iwan, there is the main mihrab. It
measures 2.50 m in height, its width is 1.10 m, and its depth is 88 cm. It consists of a
niche surmounted by a pointed arch decorated with prominent ribs emanating from
the center to form a radiological shape (Pl. 8)
8).. The mentioned ribs are prominent and
76
each ends with a stalactite tail . Beside the mihrab to the right side is a wooden
minbar 77 , devoid of decoration and inscriptions except simple geometrical frames
around the orator’s seat (Fig. 8). It also painted wit
withh new paint that distorts its
archaeological features.

◄Pl.no.8:
Pl.no.8: The
mihrab of the
main iwan. By
the author in
July 2010.
► Fig.no.8: a
side view and a
plan of the
minbar. Al-Jāsir,
Al
Dūr alal
mutaṣawifah,
muta
p.
235.
70

Lam
Lamʿī, Al-QiBāb
QiBāb fi al-ʿimarah
al imarah al-islāmῑyah,
al
, p. 19.
Creswell, Early Muslim architecture
architecture, p. 121.
72
Sāmi
Sāmiḥ, “Taṭwor
wor al-qūbbah”,
al qūbbah”, p. 10.
73
al-Jāsir,
Jāsir, Madāris ḥalab,
ḥ
p. 127.
74
al-Jāsir,
Jāsir, Madāris ḥalab,
ḥ
, pp. 165, 224.
75
Abd al
al-Rāzik,
Rāzik, “Architectural archaeological study”, p. 151.
76
al-JJāsir, Dūr al-muta
mutaṣawifah,, p. 234.
77
The minbar consists of two parts; the first one is the orator’s seat which is fixed in the wall and is
surmounted by a small ribbed copula. The second part includes the ladder, the two sides, and the front
door. This part is movable to be in its location only during the Friday sermon, then it is moved in a side
corner inside the iwan. al-Jāsir,, Dūr al
al-mutaṣawifah
ṣawifah, p. 234.
71

Al
Al-Karīmīyah
Karīmīyah Mosque in Aleppo, Syria: An Architectural & Archaeological Study

- 218 -

Mansour ABD AL
AL--RAZIK

SHEDET (7)

In the western side of the southern wall, there are two small doors measuring 1.60
high and 1 m wide, both of which are surmounted by curved arches (Fig. 2). The first
door leads to a two
two-story
story room with an irregular area located behind the mihrab. It is
used
sed as a residence for the mosque's Imam. Its width along the western side is 3 m
and from the eastern side is 3.50, while its length is 6.40 m. The second door leads to
the second floor of this same room, via a stone staircase (Figs. 2, 9).

fig.no.9: Sector inside the main iwan, the imam's room, fig.no.10: The original decorations
and the minaret. After, the center of planning and around the footprint. Al
Al-Jāsir, Dūr
archaeological studies in Aleppo..
al-mutaṣawifah,
awifah, p. 235.

The southern wall of the main iwan includes also a footprint on a yellow marble slab,
it was surrounded by a simple stone frame (Fig. 10) which is replaced now by marble
decorations surmounted with an inscription includes al
al-Basmalah
Basmalah and verse 56 Surat
al-aḥḥzāb78 (Pl. 9).
 ﺻﺪق/ اﻟﺬﯾﻦ أﻣﻨﻮا ﺻﻠﻮا ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻤﻮا ﺗﺴﻠﯿﻤﺎ/ إن ﷲ وﻣﻼﺋﻜﺘﮫ ﯾﺼﻠﻮن ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ ﯾﺎ أﯾﮭﺎ/

﷽"
"ﷲ اﻟﻌﻈﯿﻢ

The footprint attributed to the prophet Muḥammad.
Mu
. It is located on the eastern side of
the southern wall, and is shown on this side of the mosque to allow people to ask
blessings from it (Pl. 9). It was associated with a story mentioned in historical sources
which refer to the slab being brought to the mosque by al-Shaykh
Shaykh Abd al-Karīm,
Karīm, who
saw in his dream a man coming from Ḥijāz riding a camel and hiding a footprint
attributed to the prophet Muḥḥammad in his possessions. As the man passed in front of
the mosque, al-Shaykh
Shaykh Abd al-Karīm
al
blocked his way, ex
extracted
tracted the footprint and put
it inside the mosque79.
Some historical sources mention the story of this footprint, such as al
al-- Ṭabbākh
ām,, V, pp. 288, 289), who noted that it was illogical to attribute it to the prophet
(Aʿlām
Muḥammad
ammad for many reasons. First
Firstly,
ly, its yellow stone, known as al-Hirqalī,
al
originates from quarries located near the city of Aleppo itself, not in al-Ḥijāz
āz. He also
pointed out that if it was really attributed to the prophet Muḥḥammad,, it would not
have been ignored by previous historical authors such as Ibn al
al-Shuḥnah and Ibn alḤanbalī,
anbalī, who presented biographies of al
al-Shaykh
Shaykh Abd al--Karīm and narrated
complete chapters about the blessed places and monuments in Aleppo but make no
mention
ion of the slab. He assumed also that this stone was not a blessed prophetic
monument because if it were, the Ottoman sultans would likely have transmitted it to
Istanbul as they did with many other blessed monuments in Syria, such as the
footprint founded inside the citadel of Buuṣrā.
78
79

al-JJāsir, Dūr al-muta
mutaṣawifah,, p. 234.
al-Ṭabb
Ṭabbākh, Aʿlām
ām al
al-nublāʾ,, vol. 5, p. 288.
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In any case, we cannot be absolutely certain whether this footprint is attributed to the
prophet Muḥammad
ammad or not, as there are many examples around the Islamic world and
most of them are similar with no distinguishing marks ffrom
rom each other80. The most
important example is located inside the dome of the rock in Jerusalem, but others are
preserved in al-Ṭ
Ṭāʾif in Saudi Arabia, on Mount Abū Zubaīydah
baīydah.. It is found also in
81
Cairo in the mausoleum of Qāītbāy in al-Qarāfah
al
and masjid aathar al-nabi
nabi82. The
city of Aleppo included other examples, such as the footprint of the mosque of
Baqūs
ūsā.

4.3. The eastern portico
The eastern portico is located in the eastern side of the courtyard, which it overlooks
through a triple arcade composed of three pointed arches based on two pillars. The
arcade is now closed, however, with a new barrier. It was renewed in the Mamluk
perio
period
d during the works of al-Shaykh
al Shaykh Abd al-Karīm
Karīm in 855 AH/ 1451 AD 83 . The
portico comprises a rectangular area of 12.05 m length and 9.23 m width. It was
divided into two aisles through a middle arcade composed of three pointed arches,
built on two pillars; th
thee two aisles were divided into six square areas roofed by cross
vaults (Fig. 2).

Pl.no.9: A footprint in a yellow stone slab Pl.no.10: The southern wall of the easter
eastern
inside the main iwan attributed to the prophet portico, the entrance of the mausoleum, and
Muḥammad.
ammad. By the author in July 2010.
the inscription above the mausoleum's
window. By the author in July 2010.

Fig.no. 11: The Mamluk inscription of al
al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm
al Karīm al
al-Khāfī above the
mausoleum's window inside the eastern portico. Facsimiled by the author.
80

For more information about this regard look: Tymūr, al-Athār
Athār al
al-nabawiyah
nabawiyah, pp. 45-59.
Coeli, Walker, Muhammad in History,
History p. 519.
82
Tymūr, al-Athār
Athār al-nabawiyah,
al
, pp. 45-47.
45
83
Ibn al-Ajamī,
al
Kunūz al-dhahab,
al
, vol. 1, p. 256.
81
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In the middle of the southern wall, there is a mihrab composed of a rectangular frame.
The niche inside is 2.30 high, 65 cm deep and 95 cm wide. It is very simple and
devoid
id of decoration and inscriptions. In the right side of the mihrab, there is a door
leading to the mausoleum, 2.15 m high and 1.10 m wide, surmounted by a curved
arch. Above the door, there is a window 1.12 m height and 70 cm wide, which is
surmounted by a curved arch and covered by an iron grille (Pl. 10). In the left side of
the mihrab there is another window overlooking the mausoleum, measuring 95 cm
high and 80 cm wide. Above the window is a monumental inscription 84 that includes
three Thuluth lines carv
carved
ed prominently in the stone (Fig. 11). The inscription
commemorates the renewal works of al
al-Shaykh
Shaykh Abd al
al-Karīm
Karīm in 855 AH/ 1451 AD.

(2)  ( أﻧﺸﺄ ھﺬا اﻟﻤﻜﺎن اﻟﻤﺒﺎرك ﺑﻌﻮن ﷲ وﺣﺴﻦ ﺗﻮﻓﯿﻘﮫ اﻟﻌﺒﺪ اﻟﻔﻘﯿﺮ إﻟﻰ ﷲ ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ اﻟﺮاﺟﻲ ﻋﻔﻮ رﺑﮫ ﺛﻠﻮل1)”
( اﻟﺤﻨﻔﻲ ﻣﺬھﺒﺎ3) ﻓﻀﻠﮫ اﻟﻌﻤﯿﻢ اﻟﺴﺎﻟ ﻚ اﻟﻤﻨﮭﺞ اﻟﻘﻮﯾﻢ اﻟﻔﻀﻞ واﻟﺨﯿﺮ اﻟﺸﯿﺦ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻜﺮﯾﻢ اﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻌﺰﯾﺰ اﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ ﷲ
“اﻟﺨﻮاﻓﻲ ﻣﻘﺘﺪا ﻣﺘﻌﻨﺎ ﷲ ﺑﺒﺮﻛﺘﮫ وﻧﻔﻌﻨﺎ واﻟﻤﺴﻠﻤﯿﻦ ﺑﺼﺎﻟﺢ أدﻋﯿﺘﮫ وذﻟﻚ ﻓﻲ ﺳﻨﺔ ﺧﻤﺲ وﺧﻤﺴﯿﻦ وﺛﻤﺎﻧﻤﺎﺋﺔ
“(1)With the helping of Allāh,
All h, this blessed place was constructed by the poor slave to
Allāh
h who wishes the pardon of his God (2) who follows the correct way al
al-Shaykh
Abd al
al-Karīm
Karīm Ibn Abd al
al-ʿʿ Az
Azīz
īz Ibn Abdull
Abdullāh (3) al- Ḥanafī
Ḥ
al-Khaw
Khawāfī Allāhh enjoy us
with his blessing and benefit us and the Muslims with his good prayer
prayerss in 855”
The eastern side of the iwan includes three recesses roofed by pointed vaults which
overlook the inside of the iwan via pointed arches, although these are closed now with
new barriers, and connected with the iwan by doors and windows. The norther
northern side
of the iwan includes one recess roofed by pointed vaults which also overlooks the
iwan through a pointed arch.

4.4. The extensions of the mosque
The mosque includes many extensions, some of which date back to the Mamluk
period during the renewal wor
works of al-Shaykh
Shaykh Abd al-Karīm in 855 AH/ 1451 AD;
others have been recently added. The mausoleum is considered the most important
extension. It was added by al
al-Shaykh
Shaykh Abd al-Karīm
Karīm as his own tomb85 and he was
actually buried here after his death in 884 AH/ 1479 AD 86.

Pl. no.11: The mihrab of the
mausoleum. By the author in July
2010.

84

This inscription was previously published by Herzfeld (1955, p. 315).
Miencke, Die
ie Mamlukische architektur
architektur,, p. 372.
86
Ibn al-Ḥanbalī,
al
Durr alal ḥabab,, vol. 1, p. 839.
85
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The mausoleum is located in the eastern side of the main iwan and is separated from it
by a small room with an irregular area roofed by cross vaults, used for ablutions. The
mausoleum comprises of a square area surmounted by four recesses, the square area
measured 3.50 sq m. It is roofed by a dome with a pointed sector rising on an
octagonal drum and based on transition zones from spherical triangle pendentives
(Fig. 6). Around the square area, there are four recesses with different areas roofed by
pointed vaults. The southern recess includes the mihrab, composed of a small niche
surmounted by a pointed arch (Pl. 11). This mihrab is the fourth one inside the
mosque, the others previously mentioned in the south wall of the courtyard, and inside
the main iwan and the eastern portico.
The multiplicity of the mihrabs is a phenomenon that appeared in religious building in
many parts of the Islamic world from early on. It appeared in Egypt from the Fatimid
period in Mashhad al-Saīydah Kolthom 516 AD/ 1122 AD and Mashhad al- Saīydah
Ruqaīyah 527 AH/ 1133 AD87. The repetition of mihrabs inside the same building
was probably due to the multiplicity of religious doctrines or because the renewal
works undertaken at each building used the mihrabs as a memorials of each renewal
phase, such as the mihrabs of Ibn Ṭūlūn mosque in Cairo88. The renewal works that
added many extensions to the mosque of al-Karīmīyah may be a suitable reason for
the multiplicity of the mihrabs inside it. A multiplicity of mihrabs is common in Syria
generally, appearing in the great Omayyad mosque in Damascus and then spreading
to many buildings in the same city. In Aleppo, there are also many building that
include more than one mihrab, such as: al-Ḥallawīyah madrasa of 543 AH/ 1148 AD,
which includes three mihrabs89; Minkalī Bugha mosque of 769 AH/ 1367 AD, which
includes three mihrabs90; and Mihmindār mosque dating to 8th AH/ 14th AD, which
includes five mihrabs91.
The northern recess includes a small door that connects the mausoleum and the
eastern portico. The eastern recess includes an open arch that connects the mausoleum
and another rectangular room, of 3.30 m length and 2.10 m width and roofed by cross
vaults. The eastern side of the rectangular room includes a recess 2.95 m long and
1.35 m wide, roofed by a flat wooden roof, while its northern side includes a window
overlooking the eastern portico, in which the inscription has been engraved. (Fig. 2).
The phenomenon of the attached mausoleum within religious buildings is a customary
idea in Islamic architecture in general. The mausoleum of the prophet Mohammed is
considered the first example of this phenomenon, becoming incorporated inside the
borders of the mosque after the renewal works of al-Amir ʿUmar Ibn Abd al-Azīz in
88-91 AH/ 707-710 AD during the reign of the Omayyad Caliph al-Walīd Ibn Abd alMalik 92 . The attached mausoleum appeared in Egypt for the first time during the
87
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88

Al-Karīmīyah Mosque in Aleppo, Syria: An Architectural & Archaeological Study

- 222 -

Mansour ABD AL-RAZIK

SHEDET (7)

Fatimid period in Mashhad al- Juyūshī 478 AH/ 1085 AD 93 , the second example
appeared during the Ayyubid period in al-Madāris al-Ṣālīḥīyah 647-648 AH/ 12491250 AD, and then it became widespread in Mamluk architecture94.
The mausoleum was attached to religious buildings in Syrian architecture since an
early period. The first example occurred when Nūr al-Dīn Maḥmūd constructed his
school in Damascus in 567 AH/ 1172 AD and attached a mausoleum for himself95.
After this, it spread widely in the Syrian cities especially in Damascus and Aleppo. In
Aleppo, it appeared in many examples, such as the mosque of al-Ṭunbughā 718 AH/
1318 AD and the mosque of al-Aṭrūsh 812 AH/ 1409 AD96.
Among the extensions of the mosque are the toilets, which are located in the
northeastern side of the courtyard. These were added during the renewal works of alShaykh Abd al-Karīm97. They can be reached through one door in the northwestern
side of the eastern portico and another in the northeastern side of the courtyard.
Beside the toilets from the western side, there is a square hall recently added to the
mosque, which can be reached through a staircase in the same side and it is currently
used in memorizing the holy Quran and teaching jurisprudence sciences.
In the western side of the courtyard, there is an irregular room98 measuring 7.50 m
long from north to south, 4.95 m wide along its southern side and 4.30 m along its
northern side. It is isolated from the courtyard through a new barrier and can be
reached now through one door in its southern side. It also includes two windows in its
western side overlooking the façade of the mosque.
Regarding the general plan of al-Karīmīyah mosque, including all architectural
elements previously described, it is very similar to the Mamluk mosques in Aleppo
city, as the principal renewal works at the mosque occurred during the Mamluk
period. Therefore, the majority of the architectural units and the decorative details
inside the mosque are homogenous with a style attributed to the same period.
The Mamluk mosques in the city of Aleppo are characterized by simplicity and a
small size. The majority of them have the principal iwan in the south side of the
courtyard called al-Qiblīyah and another portico or iwan in the eastern side, in
addition to the extensions that comprise a mausoleum, Qasṭal, toilets and service
rooms 99 . In terms of the general plan of al-Karīmīyah mosque, it has the same
characteristics, that include an iwans in the southern side, a portico in the eastern side
and extensions in the other sides, all of which share one courtyard in the center (Fig.
2). This plan is repeated in many other mosques in the same city, such as the mosque
93
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of al-Mihmindār in al-Bandarah district 8th AH/ 14th AD, although this has an
external aisle in the northern side100. The same basic plan also appears in the mosque
of Ughilbik in al-Bāb al-aḥmar district dating to 885 AH/ 1485 AD, which has an
iwan in both south and eastern sides in addition to the courtyard.

THE ENDOWMENTS OF THE MOSQUE
Many endowments were allocated to the al-Karīmīyah mosque inside and outside
Aleppo. The waqf book was lost but it was mentioned by al-Ghuzzī (Nahr, II, pp.100101) who presented an abbreviated narration of the endowments allocated to the
mosque. They included many endowments inside Aleppo city and other districts
outside it (table 2). All these endowments have now disappeared and have been
replaced by other buildings constructed during later periods. The waqf book is
attributed to al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm and dates to 862 AH/ 1458 AD.
The abbreviated Arabic transcription of the waqf as mentioned by al- Ghuzzī (Nahr,
vol. 2, pp.100-101):

” ﺧﻼﺻﺔ وﻗﻒ ﺟﺎﻣﻊ اﻟﻜﺮﯾﻤﯿﺔ اﻟﺬي وﻗﻔﮫ اﻟﺸﯿﺦ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻜﺮﯾﻢ ﺑﻦ زﯾﻦ اﻟﺪﯾﻦ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻌﺰﯾﺰ ﺑﻦ ﺟﻤﺎل اﻟﺪﯾﻦ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ
ﷲ اﻟﺨﻮاﻓﻲ اﻟﺤﻨﻔﻲ وﻗﻒ ﺛﻼث دﻛﺎﻛﯿﻦ داﺧﻞ ﺑﺎب ﻗﻨﺴﺮﯾﻦ ﺑﺤﻀﺮة ﺑﺎب اﻷﺳﺪﯾﺔ واﺛﻨﻰ ﻋﺸﺮ ﻓﺪاﻧﺎ وﺛﻠﺜﻲ اﻟﻔﺪان ﻣﻦ
أرﺑﻌﯿﻦ ﻣﻦ ﻗﺮﯾﺔ ﺗﻌﻮم ﻓﻲ ﻗﻀﺎء ﺳﺮﻣﯿﻦ وﻧﺼﻒ ﺧﺎن اﻟﺠﺸﺎرﯾﺔ ﻓﻲ ظﺎھﺮ ﺑﺎب أﻧﻄﺎﻛﯿﺔ وﻧﺼﻒ أرﺑﻌﺔ اﺻﻄﺒﻼت
ﻣﺘﺼﻼت ﺑﺒﻌﻀﮭﻤﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺤﻠﺔ ﺑﺎب ﻗﻨﺴﺮﯾﻦ ﺑﺎﻟﺼﻒ اﻟﺸﺮﻗﻲ اﻟﺠﺎرﯾﺔ ﺑﻘﯿﺘﮭﺎ ﺑﻮﻗﻒ ﺟﺎﻣﻊ اﻟﺨﻠﯿﻞ ظﺎھﺮ ﺣﻠﺐ وأرﺑﻊ
“.دﻛﺎﻛﯿﻦ داﺧﻞ ﺑﺎب أﻧﻄﺎﻛﯿﺔ ودارﯾﻦ ﺑﻤﺤﻠﺔ ﺑﺎب ﻗﻨﺴﺮﯾﻦ ودارا ﺗﺠﺎه ﺟﺎﻣﻌﮫ ودارا ﺑﺎﻟﺒﻨﺪرة
No. The endowments
Its location
Notes
1.
2.
3.

Three shops.
Twelve acres and
one third.
Half of alJishārīyah Khan.

4.

Half of four adjacent
stables.

5.

Four shops.

6.

Two houses.

7.

One house.

8.

inside Bāb Qinnasrin, beside
al-Asadīyah school, Aleppo.
Taʿwum village which follows
Sarmīn

Beside the city of Idlib in
current time.

Outside Bāb Antakya, Aleppo.

___

Inside the district of Bāb
Qinnasrin, Aleppo.
Inside Bāb Antakya, Aleppo.
Inside the district of Bāb
Qinnasrin, Aleppo.
Beside al-Karīmīyah mosque,
Aleppo.

___

the other half of these four
stables was allocated to alKhalīl mosque outside
Aleppo.
___
___
___

Beside al-Qādī mosque
which still survived in its
location.
Table 2. Shows the endowments of al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm al-Khāfī on his mosque
according to (al-Ghuzzī, Nahr vol. 2, pp. 100-101).
One house.

Inside the district of alBandarah.

As usual, the waqf book includes the founder's stipulations for spending the yield of
the waqf, that proceeds riyʿ should be spent first and foremost on the current upkeep
of the waqf property, and on its development, construction, renovation and
100
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restoration101. Fortunately, the founder's stipulations were mentioned in al- Ghuzzī
(Nahr, II, pp.100-101) (table 3).
The Arabic transcription of the founder's stipulations as mentioned by al- Ghuzzī
(Nahr, 2: 100-101):

” ﺷﺮط وﻗﻔﮫ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻧﻔﺴﮫ ﺛﻢ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺼﺎﻟﺢ ﻣﺴﺠﺪه وأن ﯾﺼﺮف ﻓﻲ ﻛﻞ ﺷﮭﺮ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺪراھﻢ اﻟﻔﻀﯿﺔ اﻟﺨﺎﻟﺼﺔ اﻟﺠﺪﯾﺪة
ﻣﻌﺎﻣﻼت ﺣﻠﺐ ﺛﻼﺛﻮن ﻟﻠﺨﻄﯿﺐ وﻣﺎﺋﺔ وﺧﻤﺴﻮن ﻟﻤﺪرس اﻟﺒﺨﺎري ﻓﻲ رﺟﺐ وﺷﻌﺒﺎن ورﻣﻀﺎن وﺗﺴﻌﻮن ﻟﻺﻣﺎم
وﻣﺎﺋﺔ وﻋﺸﺮون ﻷرﺑﻌﺔ ﺣﻔﻈﺔ ﯾﻘﺮأ ﻛﻞ واﺣﺪ ﻣﻨﮭﻢ ﺟﺰءاً ﻓﻲ ﻛﻞ ﯾﻮم وﯾﺠﺎورون ﻓﻲ ﺟﺎﻣﻌﮫ وﻣﺎﺋﺘﺎن وﺧﻤﺴﻮن
ﻷرﺑﻌﺔ ﻣﺆذﻧﯿﻦ ﻟﻜﻞ اﺛﻨﯿﻦ ﻣﻨﮭﻢ ﻧﻮﺑﺔ وﺛﻼﺛﻮن ﻟﻤﺆذﻧﯿﻦ ﯾﻮم اﻟﺠﻤﻌﺔ وﻣﺎﺋﺔ وﺛﻼﺛﻮن ﻟﻔﺮاش اﻟﺠﺎﻣﻊ وﺧﺪاﻣﮫ وﻗﯿﻤﺔ
ﺧﻤﺴﺔ أرطﺎل زﯾﺖ ﻓﻲ ﻛﻞ ﺷﮭﺮ ﻟﻠﺠﺎﻣﻊ وﻋﺸﺮة ﻟﻘﻨﻮي اﻟﺠﺎﻣﻊ وأرﺑﻌﻮن ﻟﻠﺠﺎﺑﻲ وﺗﺴﻌﻮن ﻟﻠﻨﺎظﺮ وﺷﺮط اﻟﺘﻮﻟﯿﺔ
ﺑﻌﺪه ﻷرﺷﺪ أوﻻ ده وأﻋﻘﺎﺑﮭﻢ وﺑﺎﻧﻘﺮاﺿﮭﻢ ﻓﻌﻠﻰ أرﺷﺪ واﺣﺪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻨﺘﺴﺒﯿﻦ إﻟﯿﮫ ﺑﺎﻟﺘﺮﺑﯿﺔ واﻟﺘﺴﻠﯿﻚ ﺛﻢ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻧﺎﺋﺐ اﻟﻘﻠﻌﺔ
“862 إﻟﻰ آﺧﺮه ﻓﻲ ﻏﺮة رﻣﻀﺎن ﺳﻨﺔ
No.

Value

Duration

Beneficiary

1.

30 silver pure
dirhams, traded
in Aleppo

Every month

The orator

2.

150 dirhams

During the three
months Rajab,
Shaʿbān, and Ramadān

The teacher
of alBūkhāry

3.

90 dirhams

Every month

The mosque's
imam

4.

120 dirhams

Every month

Four
memorizers
of Quran

5.

250 dirhams

Every month

6.

30 dirhams

Every Friday

7.

130 dirhams

Every month

The servant

8.

Value of 5
pounds of oil

Every month

The
mosque

9.

10 dirhams

Every month

Al-Qanawātī

10.

40 dirhams

Every month

Al-Jābī

Used in lighting the lamps
Who cleans the source of
the water
Who collects the yield of
the waqf
Who supervises on the waqf,
the founder stipulated that
the supervision should pass
after this person to his older
son al-arshad fa-l-arshad

11.

90 dirhams

Total

Every month

Four
muezzins
Muezzins
of Friday

Notes
Who delivers the Friday
sermon
Who teaches the Hadiths
of the prophet al- Ḥadīṯ
al-Nabawī
Who leads people in
prayers
Each one of them read
every day inside the
mosque one part of the
30th parts of the Quran
Every two, responsible of
a shift work
Who call for prayer in
Friday
Who guard and serve the
mosque

790 dirhams were the total proceeds spent in one month of the year plus 150
dirhams spent during the three months Rajab, Shaʿbān, and Ramadān in
addition to the value of 5 pounds of oil every month.

Al-Nāẓīr

Table 3. Shows the stipulation of the Waqf book of al-Karīmīyah mosque.
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It is apparent that the waqf of al-Karīmīyah
Karīmīyah was extensive during the Mamluk period,
for huge proceeds were spent on the mosque. These proceeds can be estimated each
year at 9480 dirhams (790 eevery
very month×12) plus 450 dirhams spent in Rajab,
Shaʿbbān, and Ramaḍān
Rama
for the teacher of al-Būkhā
ūkhārī, in addition to the value of 60
pounds of oil (5 pounds every month). The total proceeds spent each year were
therefore estimated at 9930 dirhams plus the value of 60 pounds of oil.
In addition to the waqf of al-Shaykh
Shaykh Abd al
al-Karīm
Karīm,, there were likely other
endowments for the mosque by Jamīl Pasha in the Ottoman period, although no
record of these survives. The historical sources do not mention any notes abou
about
allocating new endowments to the mosque during the works of Jamīl Pasha. The two
inscriptions that commemorate his works are also limited to mentioning the
renovations only, without any notes on endowments. Despite this, it can be assumed
that the works of Jamīl Pasha were not confined to renovating the mosque, but also
included allocating endowments. This supposition is based on the inscription
mentioned by Gaube (1978, p. 42) – previously mentioned in discussing the renewal
works – which was located in a shop beside the mosque, and referred to the shop itself
being endowed on the mosque in 1302 AH/ 1885 AD (Fig. 12).

Fig .no.12. The inscription of the endowments of Jamīl pasha on al-Karīmīyah
Karīmīyah mosque. After,
ʿU
Uṯhmān, Dirasat naq
naqʾish,, p. 149.

As noted
noted,, this date is the same as that of the renewal works of Jamīl Pasha at the
mosque itself and the historical sources do not refer to any works around this date
except those attributed to him. Although Gaube (1978, p. 42) referred only to the shop
that inclu
included
ded the mentioned inscription, this does not mean that this waqf was
confined to it. The waqf may have been large and included many endowments that
had a great role in developing the mosque.

CONCLUSION
This case study concerns a significant archaeological building in its own right. The alKarīm
mīyah mosque is considered one of the oldest mosques of the city of Aleppo. It is
suggested that an approximate date for its first construction can be pinpointed du
during
the 1st century AH until the first year of the 2 nd century AH. After this, various
renewal works developed its architecture during the Ayyubid, Mamluk, and Ottoman
periods. The study corrected what was assumed by some previous studies that the date
654
4 AH is the date of construction and proved that this is the date of the first renewal
works. The renewal works that occurred at the mosque in 1302 AH in the Ottoman
period by Jamīl pasha were not limited to renovation works but also included building
Al
Al-Karīmīyah
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construction as a waqf. The study determined the significant roles that the mosque
played in the city during the various historical periods, as it performed a range of
functions including that of Madrasa, Khanqāh, Zāwīyah, mausoleum, and shrine. The
study proved that there is no relation between the current minaret and the minaret of
Ibn Abi Sawāda, which was added to the mosque in 771 AH, and proposes that the
current minaret was completely rebuilt during either the renewal works of al-Shaykh
Abd al-Karīm in 855 AH or in 866 AH during the works of al-Amir Jānī Bik al-Tājī.
Finally, the mosque had many endowments allocated to it by al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm
in the Mamluk period, with proceeds spent on the mosque each year estimated at
more than 9930 dirhams.
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