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ية الذي يعُد  خُصص ذلك البحث لدراسة جامع الكر
دينة حلب، والذي   واحداً من أقدم الجوامع الباقية 
حتى الآن، 
وهو ما يعطي هذه الدراسة أهميتها خاصة في ظل ما 

لجارية تتعرض له آثار المدينة من تدم نتيجة الأحداث ا
بسوريا بشكل عام. ويظهر البحث الأهمية التاريخية لذلك 
الجامع بإلقاء الضوء على الوظائف المتعددة التي قام بها 
على مدار العصور التاريخية المختلفة، بالإضافة إلى حصر 
التسميات المتعددة التي اشتهر بها في المصادر التاريخية. 
لتي مر بها بداية 
، ك تضمن البحث  من إنشائه وانتهاء بالعصر العث
دراسة وصفية اشتملت على تأريخ جديد لبعض عناصره 
رية، بالإضافة إلى دراسة تحليلية تضمنت تأصيل لتلك  المع
دينة حلب. وقد  العناصر ومقارنتها بالأمثلة الموازية 
لكتابية الباقية مع 
بعضها للمرة الأولى من جانب الباحث. وأكد البحث 
على أهمية الوقف الخاص بالجامع وحصر مشتملاته خلال 
العصرين المملو والعث مع بيان مصارفه الشرعية في 
ضوء شروط الواقف من واقع المصادر التاريخية. اللوحات 
جانب الباحث أثناء 
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INTRODUCTION 
The city of Aleppo is Syria's second city, located on the river Qūwīq in north-west 
Syria. It is often regarded as the oldest inhabited city in the world because of its 
continuous history from at least the twentieth century BCE1. It played a significant 
historical role during the pre-Islamic periods because of its location on the shortest 
and most convenient route between the Middle East and the Mediterranean2, which 
made it an important center of civilization. The importance of the city declined during 
the first three centuries of Islam3, but it flourished again from the reign of Hamdanids 
332-356 A.H/ 944-967 A.D4 to become a base for rule in northern Syria5. It remained 
a place of interest for the rulers of the later Islamic periods, especially under the reign 
of the Mamluks 658-922 A.H/ 1260-1516 A.D, when it was regarded as a border 
city6. 

The city's rulers constructed many monuments across the different Islamic eras to 
commemorate their memories or as charitable acts. Therefore, the artistic treasures of 
Aleppo are innumerable. They include the citadel, which is probably the best example 
extant of medieval military architecture7, the fortified city walls and ancient gates, 
which served as an external shield to protect the city 8 . Many mosques were 
constructed and spread widely across the city9, in addition to madrassas, souks, khans, 
private homes, and thousands of other architectural elements that represent all periods 
of Islamic history10. 

Among the many monumental treasures of the city is the mosque of al-Karīmīyah. It 
is considered one of the oldest mosques in the city, constructed not long after the 
Islamic conquest, although its exact foundation date is unknown11. It is located within 
the city's borders and its architectural elements still remain in good condition. It is 
characterized by architectural elements that belong to three successive periods: the 
Ayyubid, Mamluk, and the Ottoman.  

The renewal works undertaken during each of these periods left clear signatures and 
still remain as a witness to the architectural styles of the time in which they were 
added. This article demonstrates the archaeological importance of the mosque of al-
Karīmīyah through a description and analytical study of its elements, including their 
dating. The importance of this study is enhanced by the current unrest in Syrian cities 
generally, and especially in Aleppo, which threatens various archaeological sites of 

                                                            
1 Petersen, Dictionary of Islamic architecture, p. 10. 
2 Chehade, “Aleppo: Its structure and problems”, p. 102. 
3 Petersen, Dictionary of Islamic architecture, pp. 10-11. 
4 David & Ḥiritani, Ḥalab, p. 59. 
5 Sauvaget, Alep, p. 84. 
6 Sauvaget, Tyrwhitt, “Aleppo”, p. 407; Gaube, wirth, Aleppo, p. 51; Burns, Aleppo, p. 168. 
7 Saouaf, Miller, Aleppo, p. 8. 
8 Tabaa, “Circle of power”, p. 181. 
9 Warren, “Key monuments of Islamic architecture”, p. 231. 
10 Roded, “Great Mosques”, p. 32. 
11 al-Asadī, Aḥῑyāʾ ḥalab, p.107. 
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different ages. Several sites, including the mosque under study, have been damaged 
during these events12. 

 

AL-KARῙMῙYAH MOSQUE, HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Among the monuments of the old city of Aleppo, the mosque of al-Karīmīyah is 
considered one of the oldest archaeological buildings surviving13. Unfortunately, we 
cannot accurately determine the date of the mosque because it does not include any 
inscriptions giving its first foundation date, and nor is this mentioned in historical 
sources. The latter do indicate, however, that it was built in an early period after the 
Islamic conquest14, in either the reign of the Caliph ʿUmar Ibn al-Khaṭṭāb or Caliph 
ʿUmar Ibn Abd al-Azīz15. Caliph ʿUmar Ibn al-Khaṭṭāb ruled between 13-23 AH/ 634-
644 AD and Caliph ʿUmar Ibn Abd al-Azīz reigned between 99-101 AH/ 717-719 AD. 
Therefore, we can determine the first foundation date of the mosque as between 16 
AH/ 637 AD, in which the Arab Muslim armies entered the city of Aleppo, and the 
year 101 AH/ 719 AD in which the Caliphate of ʿUmar Ibn Abd al-Azīz ended noting 
that this supposition is based on what mentioned in the historical sources about this 
regard but, as aforementioned, no archaeological evidences. Thus, using the historical 
sources, we can suppose an approximate foundation date for the mosque during the 1st 
century AH until the first year of the 2nd century AH.  

As for the mosque’s names, al-Karīmīyah is the current, popular name16, although its 
original name was al-Muḥṣab, which was mentioned in the historical sources of the 
Ayyubid period 17 . Unfortunately, the historical sources did not present any 
explanation for this name, some references referred that it has no origin18 and the 
other mentioned it with no comment19. This name may have owned to the supervisor 
al-mutawali of the mosque in this period that many mosques in the same city were 
called by the names of their supervisors such as the mosque of al- Amir Ashiqtumur 
773 A.H/ 1371 A.D which was famous by al-Sakakini as relate to its supervisor20. The 
name al-Karīmīyah is related to al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm al-Khāfī, who renewed the 
mosque in the Mamluk period21. In addition to its original and current names, it 

                                                            
12 Shady, Bashar, “Syrian Archaeological Heritage”, p. 7. 
13 Ṭalas, Al-Athār al-islāmῑyah, p. 93; Nuṭfajī, fan al-ʿimarah, p. 53.  
14 al-Ghuzzī, Nahr al-dhahab, vol. 2, p. 98. 
15 Ibn Shaddād, Al-Aʿlāq al-Khaṭῑrah, vol. 1, p. 63. 
16 Many historical sources and references attested that this name correlated with the mosque since the 
Mamluk period after the renewal works of al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm al-Khāfī. Ibn al-ʿAjamī, Kunūz al-
dhahab, vol.1, p. 256.; Ibn al-Ḥanbalī, Durr al- ḥabab, vol. 1, p. 839.; al-Ghuzzī, Nahr al-dhahab, vol. 
2, p. 98.; al- Ṭabbākh, Aʿlām al-nublāʾ, vol. 5, p. 287.; Herzfeld, Inscriptions et monuments d’Alep, 
vol. 2, p. 315.; Gaube, Arabische inschriften aus Syrien, p. 42.; Miencke, Die Mamlukische architektur, 
p. 372. At the same time, some references referred that the mosque has been famous with this name 
since the beginning of the 20th century. al-Jāsir, Dūr al-mutaṣawifah, p. 229.    
17 Ibn Shaddād, Al-Aʿlāq al-Khaṭῑrah, vol. 1, p. 63. 
18 Herzfeld, Inscriptions et monuments d’Alep, vol. 2, p. 315. 
19 al-Jāsir, Dūr al-mutaṣawifah, p. 229. 
20 Ṭalas, Al-ʾAthār al-islāmῑyah, p. 157; al-Jabbūri, al-mushaidāt al-waqfiyah, p. 126. 
21 Miencke, Die Mamlukische architektur, p. 372. 
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al-Riḥīm Ibn al-ʿAjamī al- Shāfiʿī29 in 654 AH/ 1256 AD30. These renewal works are 
attested in an inscription written by Thuluth, located in the northern entrance31. Some 
researchers consider this date as that of the first construction32 but the inscription 
begins with al-Basmalah, followed by the phrase “this building was renewed…”, 
clearly indicating that these works were renovations after the first construction, as 
also confirmed by the historical sources.     

The mosque was renewed again in the Mamluk period by al-Qādī Bahāʾ al-Dīn Alī 
Muḥammad  Ibn Abī Sawādah33, who renewed the minaret in 771 AH/ 1369 AD. 
These works were proven in an inscription mentioned by Ibn al-ʿAjamī (Kunūz, I, p. 
256) and was engraved on the minaret shaft but it has faded and no longer exists. 

The main renewal works, however, were undertaken by al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm Ibn 
Abd Allāh al-Khāfī al- Ḥanafī in 855 AH/ 1451 AD34. He was a student of al-Shaykh 
Zaīn al-Dīn al-Khāfī, to whom he belonged, and he was one of the dignitaries of 
Aleppo. He died in 884 AH/ 1479 AD and was buried in a tomb inside the mosque35. 

The renewal works of al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm are considered the most important in 
the history of the mosque, and so the building itself was attributed to him. He decided 
to renew the mosque after adopting it as his place of residence. He demolished the 
shops adjacent to the mosque on its western side and added their spaces to it, then he 
expanded its eastern iwan and ordered that Friday prayers should be held at the 
mosque. These renewal works also included the construction of another entrance 
beside the old one, new windows in its western side, and toilets for the ablution 
services36. His works were not limited to renewals of the building itself, but also he 
appointed an Imam for the prayers and Friday sermon and a reader of the Quran37. He 
proclaimed his works in a monumental inscription located above the window of his 
tomb inside the mosque. 

Following this, the mosque was renewed again by al-Amir jānī Bik al-Tājī, the ruler 
of Aleppo city, in 866 AH/ 1461 AD, who renewed many parts of the building and 
                                                                                                                                                                          
28 Unfortunately, there is no available information for the several centuries between the foundation of 
the mosque and its first renewal in the Ayyubid period in 654 AH/ 1256 AD. The historical sources 
provide no notes on the mosque during this period and the building itself does not include any 
inscriptions before those relating to the Ayyubid renovations in 654 AH/ 1256 AD.    
29 He was captured by the Mongols and murdered in 658 A.H/ 1259 A.D. al-Dhahabī, siyar aʿlām, vol. 
1, p. 522.  
30 The same date - 654 AH - was engraved in Bāb Qinnasrin beside the mosque as a renewal date 
during the reign of al-Sultan al-Nāṣir Yūsuf, indicating that the renovation of the mosque and of Bāb 
Qinnasrin were undertaken at the same time. 
31 Herzfeld, Inscriptions et monuments d’Alep, vol. 2, p. 315. 
32 ʿUthmān, Al-Handasah al-ʾinshʾīyah, p. 206. 
33 al-Qādī Bahāʾ al-Dīn belonged to Banī Sawādah, a famous family who lived in Aleppo, in a district 
specially allocated to them. They held many prestigious positions in the city; al-Qādī Bahāʾ al-Dīn was 
a judge for the city and appointed as a head of Dīwān al-ʾInshāʾ. Ibn al-ʿAjamī, Kunūz al-dhahab, vol. 
1, p. 462; Ibn Ḥabib, Tadhkarit, vol. 1, p. 248; Ibn al-Wardī, Tārīkh ibn al-wardī, vol. 2, p. 374; al-
ʿAsqalanī, al-Durar, vol. 3, p. 259.  
34 al-Ghuzzī, Nahr al-dhahab, vol. 2, p. 98. 
35 Ibn al-Ḥanbalī, Durr al- ḥabab, vol. 1, p. 839. 
36 Ibn al-ʿAjamī, Kunūz al-dhahab, vol. 1, p. 256. 
37 al- Ṭabbākh, Aʿlām al-nublāʾ, vol. 5, p. 287. 
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added a new minbar38. We can thus be certain that the mosque was renewed three 
times during the Mamluk period. These works are proven by inscriptions, some of 
which still remain and others of which are now lost but were mentioned in historical 
sources. 

After a period of time, the mosque then fell into ruins and was deserted by 
worshipers, remaining in that state until it was renewed in 1302 AH/ 1885 AD by 
Jamīl Pasha, the ruler of Aleppo in the reign of al-Sultan Abd al- Ḥamīd II. These 
works included many improvements inside the mosque. They are attested in two 
monumental inscriptions, the first one located above the southern entrance and the 
second located above the façade of the main iwan. In mentioning the works of Jamīl 
Pasha, we should refer also to Gaube’s (1978, p. 42) note that there was once a shop 
located 150 m north of the mosque, the façade of which included a monumental 
inscription with two lines referring to the mosque. 

  وقف جامع - 1

  1302الكریمیة سنة  - 2

1- This waqf was endowed on the mosque of 

2- al-Karīmīyah in 1302 

The shop no longer exists, but it was recorded, with its inscription, by Gaube (1978, p. 
42)39. The inscription measured 40 x 20 cm and indicated that the shop was among the 
endowments of the mosque and that it was built in 1302 AH/ 1885 AD. This date is 
the same as the works of Jamīl Pasha. So, the conclusion can be drawn that the 
renewal works of Jamīl Pasha were not limited to the mosque alone, but also included 
endowments that were built and allocated to the mosque. 

THE FUNCTIONS OF THE MOSQUE 

Although the mosque has four inscriptions, their content is limited to mentions of the 
names and nicknames of those responsible for renewal works and the dates of these 
events. None mentions the functions of the mosque, referring to it as a building in 
general. 

The first inscription, for example, belongs to the Ayyubid period. It began with al-
Basmalah, followed with the phrase “…this blessed building was renewed…..”  " 
 It is clear that the inscription did not mention a specific ....جددت ھذه البنیة المباركة...."
function for the building, whether before the renewal works or after their 
completion40.  

                                                            
38 Miencke, Die Mamlukische architektur, p. 372. 
39 This inscription was also photographed and facsimiled by ʿUthmān (2010, p. 149), look at (Fig.12) at 
this study. 
40 The same phrase was used in the same city in an inscription commemorating the renewal works of 
Nūr al-Dīn Zanki in al- Ḥallawīyah madrasa, but the phrase in this case was more specific in that it 
was complimented by explicit reference to the function of the building: “... this blessed building was 
renewed and constructed as a madrasa for jurists …” ا مدرسة للفقھاء..."" ...جدد ھذه البنیة السعیدة وأنشأھ  . The 
inscription indicated that Nūr al-Dīn renewed the building in general without any specification 
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The second of the al-Karīmīyah mosque inscriptions is a Mamluk inscription. It is 
situated in the mausoleum’s window and again does not mention the function of the 
mosque. It begins with a similar phrase: “this blessed place was constructed…” أنشأ"
 the phrase may refer only to the mausoleum or perhaps to the ;ھذا المكان المبارك..."
building in general. The third inscription dated to the Ottoman period and also has no 
mention of the mosque’s functions. The only note regarding the function of the 
building occurs in the fourth inscription, which belongs also to the Ottoman period. It 
is located in the façade of al-Qiblīyah and in its last verse refers to the building as a 
mosque ."بمحرم قد جد ھذا المسجد" 

From the preceding discussion, it is clear that the four inscriptions in the building, 
which belong to three different historical periods, do not provide us with any notes 
about its function. It is necessary instead to identify the functions of the building from 
what is mentioned in the historical sources, which indicate that it held a range of roles 
since its first construction. It was initially limited to holding the five prayers, until it 
was expanded and renewed in the Mamluk period by al-Shaykh Abd al- Karīm41. 
From that time, it became a congregational mosque42 and the Friday prayer was held 
inside it43. In discussing its function, Herzfeld (1955, p. 372) referred to it as al-
madrasa al-Karīmīyah, but the historical sources do not mention any notes about this 
function. Some historical sources do refer to it as a Zāwīyah, such as Ibn al-Ḥanbalī 
(Durr, I, p. 839), who said in the biography of al-Shayḫ Abd al-Karīm “Abd al-Karīm 
Ibn Abd Allāh al-Khāfī al-Ḥanafī the owner of the famous Zāwīyah inside bāb 
Qinsarin…” 

Herzfeld also added a new function. He assumed that the mosque played the role of 
al-Khanqāh, and was known as al-khanqāh al-Shamsīyah44. Although the historical 
sources do not comment that the mosque played this role45, this assumption may be 
logical, especially after it was renewed under the patronage of al-Shaykh Abd al-
Karīm al-Khāfī, who was famous for his Sufis activity. This is further supported by 

                                                                                                                                                                          
regarding its function, but showed also that the building after these renewal works became a madrasa 
for jurists, noting that the building was used as a mosque before the works of Nūr al-Dīn. Ibn Shaddād, 
Al-Aʿlāq al-khaṭῑrah, vol. 1, p. 111.; al-Jirmānī, Tuḥaf al- ʾanbaʾ,p. 200.; Herzfeld, Inscriptions et 
monuments d’Alep, vol. 2, p. 315.; al-Jāsir, Madāris ḥalab, p. 109. 
41 Ibn al-Ajamī, Kunūz al-dhahab, vol. 1, p. 256. 
42 The mosque was mentioned among the lists of the congregational mosques that were mentioned in 
the contemporary sources of the Mamluk period. Ibn al-Ajamī, Kunūz al-dhahab, vol. 1, p. 256; Ibn al-
Shuḥnah, Al-Durr al-muntakhab, p.72; Gaube, Wirth, Aleppo, p. 235.  
43 Meincke, Die Mamlukische architektur, p. 372. 
44 Herzfeld, Inscriptions et monuments d’Alep, vol. 2, p. 315.  
45 Ibn Ḥajar al-ʿAsqalanī referred in his book (inbaʾ, vol. 3, pp. 138-141) during his translation of al-
Shaykh Muḥamad Ibn Bahadir Ibn Abdullah al-Zarkashī that he assumed the position of Shaykh in al-
Khanqah al-Karīmīyah. Al-ʿAsqalanī did not determined if he mean the mosque of al-Karīmīyah in 
Aleppo or al-Khanqah al-Karīmīyah in Cairo as al-Shaykh al-Zarkahī frequented to Aleppo and Cairo 
during his life. The same historian translated to al-Shaykh al-Zarkahī in his book (al-Durar, vol. 3, pp. 
397-398) and stated that al-Zarkahī appointed as Shaykh in khanqat Karim al-din. It is proved that al-
ʿAsqalanī intended al-Khanqah al-Karīmīyah in Cairo which was situated in al-Qarafah al-Sughra and 
constructed by al-Amir Karim al-din Ibn al-Sadid in 722 A.H/ 1322 A.D. al-ʿAsqalanī, inbaʾ, vol. 1, p. 
447; al-ʿAsqalanī, al-Durar, vol. 3, p. 398; Said, “Kahnqahat misr”, p. 1455.         
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surmounting wall measuring 1.80 m high, which means that the overall height of the 
façade today is 8.20 m (Fig. 3). The façade is characterized by its simplicity and is 
devoid of decorations except a projecting stone cornice at its top (Pl. 1).
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surmounting wall measuring 1.80 m high, which means that the overall height of the 
façade today is 8.20 m (Fig. 3). The façade is characterized by its simplicity and is 
devoid of decorations except a projecting stone cornice at its top (Pl. 1).
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The current mosque includes only one façade, we cannot state if it included side
facades as there is no available information about its first construction.  By any way, 
single façades, as found at the 
mosques of the city in the Mamluk period as well as earlier and later periods. Among 
the mosques that include only one façade are: the mosque of 
in al-
street dating to 700 AH/ 1300 AD; 
780 AH/ 1378 AD; and 
The façade of the 
of the city's mosques, except for the inscriptions and the color rotation around the 
entrance. The same simplicity is seen elsewhere, such as the façade of 
mosque behind the justice palace, built in 812 AH/ 1409 AD, and 
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2. The entrances:
The mosque has two entrances located in its façade. The first, located in the north 
side, is the oldest one; it was added during the renewal works of the Ayyubid period 
in 654 AH/ 1256 AD. It comprises a huge recess measuring 5.10 m high from its base, 
and 2 m in width. It is surmounted by a semi
three squinches in each of the two inner corners. Inside the recess, there is the door 
that leads inside. It measures 2.10 m high from its base, and is 1.15 m wide. A flat 
marble
southern side of the recess, there is a small door 
arch and led to the adjacent room but it is closed now and no longer used. This small 
door added
northern entrance a rare style that no previous example in the city includes a small 
door in both sides of its recess
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The entrance includes an inscription
three sides of the recess. It rises over the entrance level by 2.85 m; its length is 1.56 m 
at the right side, 2.06 m in the middle, and 1.56 m at the left side; and it has a width of 
28 cm along all three sides

والملك المعظم مالك 
العالم المجاھد المرابط المؤید المظفر المنصور الملك الناصر صلاح الدنیا 
 معین خلیفة الله أبي المظفر یوسف بن محمد بن یوسف خلیل أمیر 
المؤمنین خلد الله ملكھ وأعز الله أنصاره بمحمد وآلھ بتولي مملوكھ العبد الفقیر إلى رحمة الله عبد الرحیم بن عبد 

“(1) Al
Aʿẓam wa
ʿAjam al
al-Nā
slaves of  All
Ibn Y
supporters by the prophet M
slave Abd al
migration of the Prophet

 

 

The inscription belongs to the Ayyubid period and is written with Thuluth script, 
although the majority of the Ayyubid inscriptions were written with Naskhi script. 
Thuluth script was occasionally used jn this period, beginning to appear in the 4
century/
monumental buildings in this period, however, with the first example recorded in the 
city's monuments dated to 543 AH/ 1148 AD, located above the entrance of 
Ḥallawīyah
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the first time at this study (Fig. 4). 
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55 This phrase was read by Herzfeld as “
as found in the inscription as “
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57 ʿUthm
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The entrance includes an inscription
three sides of the recess. It rises over the entrance level by 2.85 m; its length is 1.56 m 
at the right side, 2.06 m in the middle, and 1.56 m at the left side; and it has a width of 
28 cm along all three sides

والملك المعظم مالك  ) ﷽ جددت ھذه البنیة المباركة في دولة مولانا السلطان الأعظم
العالم المجاھد المرابط المؤید المظفر المنصور الملك الناصر صلاح الدنیا 
 معین خلیفة الله أبي المظفر یوسف بن محمد بن یوسف خلیل أمیر 
المؤمنین خلد الله ملكھ وأعز الله أنصاره بمحمد وآلھ بتولي مملوكھ العبد الفقیر إلى رحمة الله عبد الرحیم بن عبد 

       

 Al-Basmalah, this blessed building was renewed in the reign of al
am wa-l-Mali

Ajam al-ʿᾹlim al
āṣir Ṣalāḥ al

slaves of  Allāh helper of the caliphate of All
Ibn Yūsuf Khalīl Am
supporters by the prophet M
slave Abd al- Ra
migration of the Prophet

Fig. 4: The Ayyubid inscription in the northern entrance. Facsimiled by the author.

inscription belongs to the Ayyubid period and is written with Thuluth script, 
although the majority of the Ayyubid inscriptions were written with Naskhi script. 
Thuluth script was occasionally used jn this period, beginning to appear in the 4
century/ 10th AD
monumental buildings in this period, however, with the first example recorded in the 
city's monuments dated to 543 AH/ 1148 AD, located above the entrance of 

allawīyah madrasa. All previous inscriptions were written with Kufic script

                                        
This inscription was read in the historical sources such as: Ibn al

Ghuzzi (nahr, vol. 2
the first time at this study (Fig. 4). 

Herzfeld, Inscriptions et monuments d’Alep
This phrase was read by Herzfeld as “

as found in the inscription as “
monuments d’Alep, vol. 2, p. 315.

Jabbūrī, Al-Kha
ʿUthmān, Al-Athā

-RAZIK 

Karīmīyah Mosque in Aleppo, Syria: 

The entrance includes an inscription
three sides of the recess. It rises over the entrance level by 2.85 m; its length is 1.56 m 
at the right side, 2.06 m in the middle, and 1.56 m at the left side; and it has a width of 
28 cm along all three sides54  

) ﷽ جددت ھذه البنیة المباركة في دولة مولانا السلطان الأعظم
العالم المجاھد المرابط المؤید المظفر المنصور الملك الناصر صلاح الدنیا 
 معین خلیفة الله أبي المظفر یوسف بن محمد بن یوسف خلیل أمیر 
المؤمنین خلد الله ملكھ وأعز الله أنصاره بمحمد وآلھ بتولي مملوكھ العبد الفقیر إلى رحمة الله عبد الرحیم بن عبد 

     “بن العجمي الشافعي في شھور سنة أربعة وخمسین وستمایة من الھجرة النبویة
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lim al-Mujāhid al
al-Dunyā wa

h helper of the caliphate of All
l Amīr al-Mu

supporters by the prophet Mu
Raḥīm Ibn Abd al

migration of the Prophet” 

Fig. 4: The Ayyubid inscription in the northern entrance. Facsimiled by the author.
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although the majority of the Ayyubid inscriptions were written with Naskhi script. 
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AD 56 . The Naskhi script was the official script for registration in 
monumental buildings in this period, however, with the first example recorded in the 
city's monuments dated to 543 AH/ 1148 AD, located above the entrance of 

madrasa. All previous inscriptions were written with Kufic script

                                                           
This inscription was read in the historical sources such as: Ibn al

vol. 2, p. 99) and previously published by Herzfeld (1956, p. 315) but it is facsimiled for 
the first time at this study (Fig. 4). 

Inscriptions et monuments d’Alep
This phrase was read by Herzfeld as “

as found in the inscription as “...إلى رحمة الله عبد الرحیم بن عبد الرحیم العجمي...
, vol. 2, p. 315. 

Khaṭ wa-l-kῑtābah
ār wa-l-awābīd al
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The entrance includes an inscription53 composed of two lines, wrapping around the 
three sides of the recess. It rises over the entrance level by 2.85 m; its length is 1.56 m 
at the right side, 2.06 m in the middle, and 1.56 m at the left side; and it has a width of 

  (Fig. 4). 
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بن العجمي الشافعي في شھور سنة أربعة وخمسین وستمایة من الھجرة النبویة

Basmalah, this blessed building was renewed in the reign of al
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d al-Murābiṭ al
wa-l-Dīn protector (2) the countries of All

h helper of the caliphate of All
Muʾminīn Allā

supporters by the prophet Muḥammad and his family under the supervisor of his poor 
m Ibn Abd al-Raḥīm Ibn al

Fig. 4: The Ayyubid inscription in the northern entrance. Facsimiled by the author.

inscription belongs to the Ayyubid period and is written with Thuluth script, 
although the majority of the Ayyubid inscriptions were written with Naskhi script. 
Thuluth script was occasionally used jn this period, beginning to appear in the 4

. The Naskhi script was the official script for registration in 
monumental buildings in this period, however, with the first example recorded in the 
city's monuments dated to 543 AH/ 1148 AD, located above the entrance of 

madrasa. All previous inscriptions were written with Kufic script

                    
This inscription was read in the historical sources such as: Ibn al

, p. 99) and previously published by Herzfeld (1956, p. 315) but it is facsimiled for 
the first time at this study (Fig. 4).  

Inscriptions et monuments d’Alep, vol. 2, 
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...إلى رحمة الله عبد الرحیم بن عبد الرحیم العجمي...
 

bah, p. 130. 
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k Riqāb al-ʾUmam Sa
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n protector (2) the countries of All

h helper of the caliphate of Allāh Abī al
āh immortalized his kingdom and blessed his 

ammad and his family under the supervisor of his poor 
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Fig. 4: The Ayyubid inscription in the northern entrance. Facsimiled by the author.

inscription belongs to the Ayyubid period and is written with Thuluth script, 
although the majority of the Ayyubid inscriptions were written with Naskhi script. 
Thuluth script was occasionally used jn this period, beginning to appear in the 4

. The Naskhi script was the official script for registration in 
monumental buildings in this period, however, with the first example recorded in the 
city's monuments dated to 543 AH/ 1148 AD, located above the entrance of 

madrasa. All previous inscriptions were written with Kufic script

This inscription was read in the historical sources such as: Ibn al
, p. 99) and previously published by Herzfeld (1956, p. 315) but it is facsimiled for 
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three sides of the recess. It rises over the entrance level by 2.85 m; its length is 1.56 m 
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n protector (2) the countries of All

al-Muẓaffar Y
h immortalized his kingdom and blessed his 

ammad and his family under the supervisor of his poor 
Ajamī al- Shā

Fig. 4: The Ayyubid inscription in the northern entrance. Facsimiled by the author.

inscription belongs to the Ayyubid period and is written with Thuluth script, 
although the majority of the Ayyubid inscriptions were written with Naskhi script. 
Thuluth script was occasionally used jn this period, beginning to appear in the 4

. The Naskhi script was the official script for registration in 
monumental buildings in this period, however, with the first example recorded in the 
city's monuments dated to 543 AH/ 1148 AD, located above the entrance of 

madrasa. All previous inscriptions were written with Kufic script

This inscription was read in the historical sources such as: Ibn al-Agami (
, p. 99) and previously published by Herzfeld (1956, p. 315) but it is facsimiled for 

 but it is more correct to read  ”...إلى رحمة الله عبد الرحیم 
 ,Herzfeld .”...إلى رحمة الله عبد الرحیم بن عبد الرحیم العجمي...
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at the right side, 2.06 m in the middle, and 1.56 m at the left side; and it has a width of 

) ﷽ جددت ھذه البنیة المباركة في دولة مولانا السلطان الأعظم
رقاب الأمم سید ملوك العرب والعجم

) بلاد الله ناصر عباد الله2والدین حافظ (
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بن العجمي الشافعي في شھور سنة أربعة وخمسین وستمایة من الھجرة النبویة

Basmalah, this blessed building was renewed in the reign of al-sult
d Mulūwk al-ʿArab wa
affar al-Manṣūr al

n protector (2) the countries of Allāh helper the 
affar Yūsuf Ibn Mu

h immortalized his kingdom and blessed his 
ammad and his family under the supervisor of his poor 

Shāfiʿī in 654 from the 

Fig. 4: The Ayyubid inscription in the northern entrance. Facsimiled by the author.
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city's monuments dated to 543 AH/ 1148 AD, located above the entrance of 

madrasa. All previous inscriptions were written with Kufic script
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Fig. 4: The Ayyubid inscription in the northern entrance. Facsimiled by the author. 
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although the majority of the Ayyubid inscriptions were written with Naskhi script. 
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. The Naskhi script was the official script for registration in 
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city's monuments dated to 543 AH/ 1148 AD, located above the entrance of al- 
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The second entrance is located in the south side of the façade; it was added during the 
renewal works of 
recess surmounted
is 2.70 m wide. In both the right and left sides of the recess, there is a terrace 74 cm 
high and a 63 cm wide. Inside the recess is the entrance that leads inside the mosque. 
It is surmoun
high and 1.40 m wide. It is closed by two wooden shutters. The façade of this 
entrance is characterized by its simplicity. It has no decoration except the color 
rotation of the stones bet
3). 

The entrance has an inscription located above its curved arch (Fig. 5), the text added 
during the renewal works of 
lines written in Turkish 
Sultan 
The date of these renewal works has been engraved under the three lines by numbers 
1302 AH.

1- The caliph of Islam, the lord of the kings, and

2- In the blessed reign of the conqueror 

3- the ruler of Aleppo Jamīl pasha renovated …. at the best way

                                  

Pl.no.3:   The southern entrance and the 
Turkish 
Jamīl pasha. By the author in July 2010..
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The second entrance is located in the south side of the façade; it was added during the 
renewal works of 
recess surmounted
is 2.70 m wide. In both the right and left sides of the recess, there is a terrace 74 cm 
high and a 63 cm wide. Inside the recess is the entrance that leads inside the mosque. 
It is surmounted by a curved arch composed of engaged voussoirs, measuring 2.76 m 
high and 1.40 m wide. It is closed by two wooden shutters. The façade of this 
entrance is characterized by its simplicity. It has no decoration except the color 
rotation of the stones bet

The entrance has an inscription located above its curved arch (Fig. 5), the text added 
during the renewal works of 
lines written in Turkish 
Sultan Abd al- Ḥ
The date of these renewal works has been engraved under the three lines by numbers 
1302 AH. 

The caliph of Islam, the lord of the kings, and

In the blessed reign of the conqueror 

the ruler of Aleppo Jamīl pasha renovated …. at the best way

                                  

Pl.no.3:   The southern entrance and the 
Turkish inscription of the renewal works of 
Jamīl pasha. By the author in July 2010..
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The second entrance is located in the south side of the façade; it was added during the 
renewal works of al-Shaykh 
recess surmounted by a pointed arch, which reaches 4.35 m from the street level and 
is 2.70 m wide. In both the right and left sides of the recess, there is a terrace 74 cm 
high and a 63 cm wide. Inside the recess is the entrance that leads inside the mosque. 

ted by a curved arch composed of engaged voussoirs, measuring 2.76 m 
high and 1.40 m wide. It is closed by two wooden shutters. The façade of this 
entrance is characterized by its simplicity. It has no decoration except the color 
rotation of the stones between black and yellow, according to the 

The entrance has an inscription located above its curved arch (Fig. 5), the text added 
during the renewal works of 
lines written in Turkish language, referring to the renewal works in the reign of al

Ḥamīd II under the supervisor of 
The date of these renewal works has been engraved under the three lines by numbers 

The caliph of Islam, the lord of the kings, and

In the blessed reign of the conqueror 

the ruler of Aleppo Jamīl pasha renovated …. at the best way

                                  In 1302       

Pl.no.3:   The southern entrance and the 
inscription of the renewal works of 

Jamīl pasha. By the author in July 2010..
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The second entrance is located in the south side of the façade; it was added during the 
 Abd al-Karīm

by a pointed arch, which reaches 4.35 m from the street level and 
is 2.70 m wide. In both the right and left sides of the recess, there is a terrace 74 cm 
high and a 63 cm wide. Inside the recess is the entrance that leads inside the mosque. 

ted by a curved arch composed of engaged voussoirs, measuring 2.76 m 
high and 1.40 m wide. It is closed by two wooden shutters. The façade of this 
entrance is characterized by its simplicity. It has no decoration except the color 

ween black and yellow, according to the 

The entrance has an inscription located above its curved arch (Fig. 5), the text added 
during the renewal works of Jamīl Pasha in 1302 AH/ 1885 AD. It comprises three 

language, referring to the renewal works in the reign of al
under the supervisor of 

The date of these renewal works has been engraved under the three lines by numbers 

  الغازي عبد الحمید خان ثاني أفندمز حضرتلرینك عھد ھمایونلرنده

  حلب ولایتي والیسي جمیل باشانك دلالت .... مكملا تعمیر أولنمشدر

The caliph of Islam, the lord of the kings, and

In the blessed reign of the conqueror abd al

the ruler of Aleppo Jamīl pasha renovated …. at the best way

In 1302        

 

Pl.no.3:   The southern entrance and the 
inscription of the renewal works of 

Jamīl pasha. By the author in July 2010.. 
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The second entrance is located in the south side of the façade; it was added during the 
Karīm in 855 AH/ 1451 AD. It comprises a huge 

by a pointed arch, which reaches 4.35 m from the street level and 
is 2.70 m wide. In both the right and left sides of the recess, there is a terrace 74 cm 
high and a 63 cm wide. Inside the recess is the entrance that leads inside the mosque. 

ted by a curved arch composed of engaged voussoirs, measuring 2.76 m 
high and 1.40 m wide. It is closed by two wooden shutters. The façade of this 
entrance is characterized by its simplicity. It has no decoration except the color 
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The entrance has an inscription located above its curved arch (Fig. 5), the text added 
Pasha in 1302 AH/ 1885 AD. It comprises three 

language, referring to the renewal works in the reign of al
under the supervisor of Jamīl

The date of these renewal works has been engraved under the three lines by numbers 

  اه وشھنشاه شوكت أكتناه شوكتاو

الغازي عبد الحمید خان ثاني أفندمز حضرتلرینك عھد ھمایونلرنده

حلب ولایتي والیسي جمیل باشانك دلالت .... مكملا تعمیر أولنمشدر

  

The caliph of Islam, the lord of the kings, and the possessor of greatness

abd al-ḥamīd II

the ruler of Aleppo Jamīl pasha renovated …. at the best way

 fig.no.5:   The Turkish inscription which located 
above the southern entrance. After, 
Dirasat naq
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by a pointed arch, which reaches 4.35 m from the street level and 
is 2.70 m wide. In both the right and left sides of the recess, there is a terrace 74 cm 
high and a 63 cm wide. Inside the recess is the entrance that leads inside the mosque. 

ted by a curved arch composed of engaged voussoirs, measuring 2.76 m 
high and 1.40 m wide. It is closed by two wooden shutters. The façade of this 
entrance is characterized by its simplicity. It has no decoration except the color 

ween black and yellow, according to the 

The entrance has an inscription located above its curved arch (Fig. 5), the text added 
Pasha in 1302 AH/ 1885 AD. It comprises three 

language, referring to the renewal works in the reign of al
Jamīl Pasha, the ruler of Aleppo city. 

The date of these renewal works has been engraved under the three lines by numbers 

اه وشھنشاه شوكت أكتناه شوكتاو
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the ruler of Aleppo Jamīl pasha renovated …. at the best way 

fig.no.5:   The Turkish inscription which located 
above the southern entrance. After, 
Dirasat naqʾish, p. 148.  
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by a pointed arch, which reaches 4.35 m from the street level and 
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ted by a curved arch composed of engaged voussoirs, measuring 2.76 m 
high and 1.40 m wide. It is closed by two wooden shutters. The façade of this 
entrance is characterized by its simplicity. It has no decoration except the color 

ween black and yellow, according to the al-Ablaq 

The entrance has an inscription located above its curved arch (Fig. 5), the text added 
Pasha in 1302 AH/ 1885 AD. It comprises three 

language, referring to the renewal works in the reign of al
Pasha, the ruler of Aleppo city. 

The date of these renewal works has been engraved under the three lines by numbers 
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by a pointed arch, which reaches 4.35 m from the street level and 
is 2.70 m wide. In both the right and left sides of the recess, there is a terrace 74 cm 
high and a 63 cm wide. Inside the recess is the entrance that leads inside the mosque. 

ted by a curved arch composed of engaged voussoirs, measuring 2.76 m 
high and 1.40 m wide. It is closed by two wooden shutters. The façade of this 
entrance is characterized by its simplicity. It has no decoration except the color 

Ablaq style (Pl. 

The entrance has an inscription located above its curved arch (Fig. 5), the text added 
Pasha in 1302 AH/ 1885 AD. It comprises three 

language, referring to the renewal works in the reign of al-
Pasha, the ruler of Aleppo city. 

The date of these renewal works has been engraved under the three lines by numbers 
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fig.no.5:   The Turkish inscription which located 
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The mosque therefore includes two entrances in its façade, as found in many other 
mosques of different periods in the city of Aleppo. The two entrances are located in 
the same side in al-Karīmīyah mosque, but this was rare among the city's mosques. 
For example, the great Omayyad mosque has two entrances, the first located in the 
western side and the second is in the northern side. In al-Ṭunbūgha mosque, dating to 
718 AH/ 1318 AD, the first is located in the eastern side and the second is in the 
western side. In al-Aṭrūsh mosque of 812 AH/ 1409 AD, the first is located in the 
western side and the second is in the northern side. In al-Ṭawāshī mosque built in 774 
AH/ 1372 AD, the first entrance is in the eastern side and the second is located in the 
western side58. 

The two entrances of the mosque have two different styles. The older one is 
comprised of a recess surmounted by a half-dome based on stalactites (Pl. 2). The 
same shape appears in the entrance of the Mihmindār mosque, which features a huge 
recess surmounted by a half-dome with a pointed sector based on stone stalactites59. 
The second entrance comprises a recess surmounted by a pointed arch (Pl. 3). This 
shape appears in many other examples, such as the entrance of Ogelbek mosque in al-
Bāb al-Aḥmar district, built in 885 AH/ 1480 AD60. 

3. The minaret 
The mosque has only one minaret, located above the southern entrance. It was said to 
have been renewed in the Mamluk period by al-Qādī Bahāʾ al-Dīn in 771 AH/ 1369 
AD according to an inscription mentioned by Ibn al-Ajamī (Kunūz, I, p. 256) who 
read it as follows: 

جدد ھذه المأذنة القاضي بھاء الدین على بن محمد بن أبي سوادة موقع الدست بحلب وناظر المكان في سنة احدى  ”
  “وسبعین وسبعمائة

 “This minaret was renewed by al-Qādī Bahāʾ al-Dīn Alī Muḥammad  Ibn Abī 
Sawādah Mūwaqqiʿ al-Dist61 in Aleppo and the supervisor of the place in 771 AH” 

It is illogical, however, that the current minaret is of this date, because it is 
constructed above the southern entrance, which was only added to the mosque during 
the renewal works of al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm  in 855 AH/ 1451 AD. The entrance 
forms the base of the minaret itself (Fig. 3). Therefore, I suggest that the minaret was 
completely renewed again during the works of al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm in 855 AH/ 
1451 AD or those of al-Amir Jānī Bik al-Tājī in 866 AH/ 1462 AD. This is supported 
by the inscription mentioned by Ibn al-Ajamī (Kunūz, I, p.256), which is eroded and 
no longer exists, but refers to the minaret being renewed in a later period. The current 
minaret was also constructed according to the Mamluk style, which proves that it was 

                                                            
58 ʿUthmān, Al-Handasah al-ʾinshʾīyah, p. 211. 
59 Abd al-Rāzik, “Architectural archaeological study”, p. 147. 
60 ʿUthmān, Al-Handasah al-ʾinshʾīyah, p. 220. 
61  Mūwaqqiʿ al-Dist means: the Sultan’s writer or Kātib al-Dist al-sultānī, he was a first-class 
employee in Diwān al-inshaʾ. Also, he was sitting with Kātib al-sir during the Sultan’s meetings, he 
read the orders, decisions to the Sultan and signed it. Ibn al-Ḥanbalī, Durr, vol. 1, p. 616.   



 

Al

renewed during the aforementioned works, as they were the only renovations in the 
Mamluk period after the date 771 AH.

In stylistic terms, the current minaret is very simple and devoid of decoration and 
inscriptions. 
It begins over the roof, at 9.45 m high. It has one octagonal shaft of 5.20 m height, 
and ends at its top with a projecting balcony of octagonal shape, based on stone 
stalactites. At

It was a common rule among the religious buildings in the city of Aleppo that no 
mosque should have more than one minaret. The minaret of the 
belongs to the Mamluk style, which often utilized the octagonal shape. Square 
minarets were co
periods, such as the minaret of the great Omayyad mosque of the Seljuk period built 
in 483 AH/ 1090 AD, which is considered the oldest surviving minaret in the city of 
Aleppo
spread across the western and eastern Islamic world

The style of the minaret of 
Mamluk period. These include the minaret of 
which was renewed during the Mamluk period; the minaret of 
al-Farafrah
Banq
Baḥsī
Karīmīyah
than one balcony except the minaret of 

                                        
62 Fares, 
63 Creswell, “The Evolution of the minaret”, p. 
64 Abd al

Al-Karīmīyah Mosque in Aleppo, Syria: An Architectural & Archaeological Study

renewed during the aforementioned works, as they were the only renovations in the 
Mamluk period after the date 771 AH.

In stylistic terms, the current minaret is very simple and devoid of decoration and 
inscriptions. It resembles other minarets constructed in the city in the Mamluk period. 
It begins over the roof, at 9.45 m high. It has one octagonal shaft of 5.20 m height, 
and ends at its top with a projecting balcony of octagonal shape, based on stone 
stalactites. At the top, there is a cupola with a pointed sector (Pl. 4).

It was a common rule among the religious buildings in the city of Aleppo that no 
mosque should have more than one minaret. The minaret of the 
belongs to the Mamluk style, which often utilized the octagonal shape. Square 
minarets were co
periods, such as the minaret of the great Omayyad mosque of the Seljuk period built 
in 483 AH/ 1090 AD, which is considered the oldest surviving minaret in the city of 
Aleppo62. It is thought tha
spread across the western and eastern Islamic world

The style of the minaret of 
Mamluk period. These include the minaret of 
which was renewed during the Mamluk period; the minaret of 

Farafrah district of 727 AH/ 1326 AD; the minaret of 
Banqūsa district dating to 743 AH/ 1342 AD; and the minaret of 

ītā district of 8
Karīmīyah have only one balcony that no minaret in Aleppo in general features more 
than one balcony except the minaret of 

                                        
Fares, The Great Umayyad
Creswell, “The Evolution of the minaret”, p. 
Abd al-Rāzik, “Al

Karīmīyah Mosque in Aleppo, Syria: An Architectural & Archaeological Study

renewed during the aforementioned works, as they were the only renovations in the 
Mamluk period after the date 771 AH.

In stylistic terms, the current minaret is very simple and devoid of decoration and 
It resembles other minarets constructed in the city in the Mamluk period. 

It begins over the roof, at 9.45 m high. It has one octagonal shaft of 5.20 m height, 
and ends at its top with a projecting balcony of octagonal shape, based on stone 

the top, there is a cupola with a pointed sector (Pl. 4).

 
It was a common rule among the religious buildings in the city of Aleppo that no 
mosque should have more than one minaret. The minaret of the 
belongs to the Mamluk style, which often utilized the octagonal shape. Square 
minarets were common in previous times, during the Seljuk, Zanki, and Ayyubid 
periods, such as the minaret of the great Omayyad mosque of the Seljuk period built 
in 483 AH/ 1090 AD, which is considered the oldest surviving minaret in the city of 

. It is thought that the square minaret first appeared in Syria and after that 
spread across the western and eastern Islamic world

The style of the minaret of al
Mamluk period. These include the minaret of 
which was renewed during the Mamluk period; the minaret of 

district of 727 AH/ 1326 AD; the minaret of 
district dating to 743 AH/ 1342 AD; and the minaret of 

district of 8th AH/ 14
have only one balcony that no minaret in Aleppo in general features more 

than one balcony except the minaret of 

                                                           
The Great Umayyad mosque

Creswell, “The Evolution of the minaret”, p. 
Rāzik, “Al-Ṭuruz al-miʿ

Karīmīyah Mosque in Aleppo, Syria: An Architectural & Archaeological Study

renewed during the aforementioned works, as they were the only renovations in the 
Mamluk period after the date 771 AH. 

In stylistic terms, the current minaret is very simple and devoid of decoration and 
It resembles other minarets constructed in the city in the Mamluk period. 

It begins over the roof, at 9.45 m high. It has one octagonal shaft of 5.20 m height, 
and ends at its top with a projecting balcony of octagonal shape, based on stone 

the top, there is a cupola with a pointed sector (Pl. 4).

It was a common rule among the religious buildings in the city of Aleppo that no 
mosque should have more than one minaret. The minaret of the 
belongs to the Mamluk style, which often utilized the octagonal shape. Square 

mmon in previous times, during the Seljuk, Zanki, and Ayyubid 
periods, such as the minaret of the great Omayyad mosque of the Seljuk period built 
in 483 AH/ 1090 AD, which is considered the oldest surviving minaret in the city of 

t the square minaret first appeared in Syria and after that 
spread across the western and eastern Islamic world

al-Karīmīyah
Mamluk period. These include the minaret of 
which was renewed during the Mamluk period; the minaret of 

district of 727 AH/ 1326 AD; the minaret of 
district dating to 743 AH/ 1342 AD; and the minaret of 

AH/ 14th AD64. All these examples including the minaret of 
have only one balcony that no minaret in Aleppo in general features more 

than one balcony except the minaret of al

                    
mosque, p. 32. 

Creswell, “The Evolution of the minaret”, p. 134
ʿmārῑyah”, pp. 316

Karīmīyah Mosque in Aleppo, Syria: An Architectural & Archaeological Study

renewed during the aforementioned works, as they were the only renovations in the 

In stylistic terms, the current minaret is very simple and devoid of decoration and 
It resembles other minarets constructed in the city in the Mamluk period. 

It begins over the roof, at 9.45 m high. It has one octagonal shaft of 5.20 m height, 
and ends at its top with a projecting balcony of octagonal shape, based on stone 

the top, there is a cupola with a pointed sector (Pl. 4).

 

It was a common rule among the religious buildings in the city of Aleppo that no 
mosque should have more than one minaret. The minaret of the 
belongs to the Mamluk style, which often utilized the octagonal shape. Square 

mmon in previous times, during the Seljuk, Zanki, and Ayyubid 
periods, such as the minaret of the great Omayyad mosque of the Seljuk period built 
in 483 AH/ 1090 AD, which is considered the oldest surviving minaret in the city of 

t the square minaret first appeared in Syria and after that 
spread across the western and eastern Islamic world63

Karīmīyah appeared in many other examples during the 
Mamluk period. These include the minaret of al-Aṣfar
which was renewed during the Mamluk period; the minaret of 

district of 727 AH/ 1326 AD; the minaret of 
district dating to 743 AH/ 1342 AD; and the minaret of 

. All these examples including the minaret of 
have only one balcony that no minaret in Aleppo in general features more 

al-Aṭrūsh which include two octa

134. 
ῑyah”, pp. 316-318. 

SHEDET

Karīmīyah Mosque in Aleppo, Syria: An Architectural & Archaeological Study

renewed during the aforementioned works, as they were the only renovations in the 

In stylistic terms, the current minaret is very simple and devoid of decoration and 
It resembles other minarets constructed in the city in the Mamluk period. 

It begins over the roof, at 9.45 m high. It has one octagonal shaft of 5.20 m height, 
and ends at its top with a projecting balcony of octagonal shape, based on stone 

the top, there is a cupola with a pointed sector (Pl. 4).

◄Pl.no.4: The minaret of the 
mosque. By the author in July 

It was a common rule among the religious buildings in the city of Aleppo that no 
mosque should have more than one minaret. The minaret of the al
belongs to the Mamluk style, which often utilized the octagonal shape. Square 

mmon in previous times, during the Seljuk, Zanki, and Ayyubid 
periods, such as the minaret of the great Omayyad mosque of the Seljuk period built 
in 483 AH/ 1090 AD, which is considered the oldest surviving minaret in the city of 

t the square minaret first appeared in Syria and after that 
63.  

appeared in many other examples during the 
far mosque in 

which was renewed during the Mamluk period; the minaret of al
district of 727 AH/ 1326 AD; the minaret of al-Ḥ

district dating to 743 AH/ 1342 AD; and the minaret of 
. All these examples including the minaret of 

have only one balcony that no minaret in Aleppo in general features more 
which include two octa

SHEDET (7) 

Karīmīyah Mosque in Aleppo, Syria: An Architectural & Archaeological Study 

renewed during the aforementioned works, as they were the only renovations in the 

In stylistic terms, the current minaret is very simple and devoid of decoration and 
It resembles other minarets constructed in the city in the Mamluk period. 

It begins over the roof, at 9.45 m high. It has one octagonal shaft of 5.20 m height, 
and ends at its top with a projecting balcony of octagonal shape, based on stone 

the top, there is a cupola with a pointed sector (Pl. 4). 

Pl.no.4: The minaret of the 
mosque. By the author in July 

2010. 

It was a common rule among the religious buildings in the city of Aleppo that no 
al-Karīmīyah

belongs to the Mamluk style, which often utilized the octagonal shape. Square 
mmon in previous times, during the Seljuk, Zanki, and Ayyubid 

periods, such as the minaret of the great Omayyad mosque of the Seljuk period built 
in 483 AH/ 1090 AD, which is considered the oldest surviving minaret in the city of 

t the square minaret first appeared in Syria and after that 

appeared in many other examples during the 
ue in al- Jallūwm

al- Ḥaīyyāt mosque in 
-Ḥaddādīn mosque in 

district dating to 743 AH/ 1342 AD; and the minaret of al-ʿUmarī mosque in 
. All these examples including the minaret of 

have only one balcony that no minaret in Aleppo in general features more 
which include two octagonal shafts 

2020 

- 214 - 

renewed during the aforementioned works, as they were the only renovations in the 

In stylistic terms, the current minaret is very simple and devoid of decoration and 
It resembles other minarets constructed in the city in the Mamluk period. 

It begins over the roof, at 9.45 m high. It has one octagonal shaft of 5.20 m height, 
and ends at its top with a projecting balcony of octagonal shape, based on stone 

Pl.no.4: The minaret of the 
mosque. By the author in July 

It was a common rule among the religious buildings in the city of Aleppo that no 
ah mosque 

belongs to the Mamluk style, which often utilized the octagonal shape. Square 
mmon in previous times, during the Seljuk, Zanki, and Ayyubid 

periods, such as the minaret of the great Omayyad mosque of the Seljuk period built 
in 483 AH/ 1090 AD, which is considered the oldest surviving minaret in the city of 

t the square minaret first appeared in Syria and after that 

appeared in many other examples during the 
Jallūwm district, 

mosque in 
mosque in 
mosque in 

. All these examples including the minaret of al-
have only one balcony that no minaret in Aleppo in general features more 

gonal shafts 



Mansour ABD AL-RAZIK SHEDET (7) 

 

- 215 - Al-Karīmīyah Mosque in Aleppo, Syria: An Architectural & Archaeological Study 

 

each one surmounted by balcony65. Also, there is no one example of the minaret of 
Aleppo covered entirely with tiles except the minaret of al- Khusrawiyah which 
includes a single row of tiles rings its lower part66.    

4. Inside the mosque 
There are two entrances leading to the inside. The first one is located in the northern 
side of the façade and leads directly to the open courtyard through a short corridor 
roofed with a pointed vault, but it is now closed and no longer used. The second one 
is located in the southern side of the façade. It leads to a transversal corridor 8.39 m 
long and 2.88 m wide, and roofed with two cross vaults. Inside the corridor, there is a 
window located in the right side and open to the main iwan. There is also a small door 
facing the outer entrance which leads directly to the main iwan, while the left side of 
the corridor leads to the open courtyard. On the northwestern side, there is the 
entrance that leads to the roof and the minaret through a stone staircase. It is 1.90 m 
high and 70 cm wide, and a curved arch surmounts it (Fig. 2).  

4.1. The open courtyard 
 All the architectural units inside the mosque share one courtyard, which has a semi-
square shape measuring 13.55 m long and 12.47 wide (Fig. 2). The old courtyard was 
open and not roofed but is now covered by a modern roof. Its floor is paved with slab 
stones and has no decoration or fountain as usual. There are four facades overlooking 
it: the first in the south side is the façade of the main iwan, the second in the east side 
of the façade of the eastern iwan, and the third and the fourth in the northern and 
western sides of the facades of the mosque's extensions. 

4.2. The main iwan, al-Qiblīyah: 
The main iwan is situated in the south side of the courtyard and overlooks its interior 
with a stone façade 6.70 high and finished at its top by a projecting stone cornice. In 
the middle of the façade lies the entrance of the main iwan or al-Qiblīyah, with a 
height of 2.65 m and width of 1.40 m. The entrance is surmounted by a curved arch, 
and two wooden shutters close it. The façade has three windows, two of which open 
onto the main iwan, while the third overlooks the ablution room that separates the 
main iwan and the mausoleum. The three windows have the same dimensions, with a 
height of 2.10 m and width of 1.10 m, and each is surmounted by a curved arch and 
covered by an iron grille. The façade also includes a mihrab overlooking the inside of 
the courtyard, which seems to have been added in a later period as resembles a new 
extension and its color differs from the façade's wall. It comprises a niche surmounted 
by a pointed arch measuring 2.60 m high and 1.12 wide (Fig. 6; Pl. 5). 

                                                            
65 Abd al-Rāzik, “Al-Ṭuruz al-miʿmārῑyah”, p.330. 
66 Wantenpaugh, The image of an Ottoman city, p. 226. 
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The façade of the main iwan includes also a monumental inscription
the entrance. It refers to the renewal works that occurred at the mosque in the 
Ottoman period in 1302 AH/ 1885 AD
Thuluth script carved prominently on stone (Fig. 7).
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The façade of the main iwan includes also a monumental inscription
the entrance. It refers to the renewal works that occurred at the mosque in the 

n 1302 AH/ 1885 AD68, comprising five poetry verses written in 
Thuluth script carved prominently on stone (Fig. 7). 
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The main iwan is composed of an irregular area, running 14.20 m along its southern 
wall is 14.20 m, 10.95 m along its northern wall, and 12.47 m along its longitudinal 
axis from the entrance to the mihrab. This area is divid
two columns (Pl. 6); the arcades divide the iwan into three aisles.  The first and the 
third aisle is divided into square areas roofed by cross vaults, while the middle aisle is 
roofed by semi
by a dome with pointed sector which rises over an octagonal drum. The drum 
composes of eight ribs, each of which includes a window surmounted by a pointed 
arch and based on transition zones from spherical triangle pend

 

Regarding the mosque ceiling, it is founded on the cross vaults used to roof all areas 
inside the mosque except the square of the mihrab, which was roofed by a dome (Fig. 
2). The cross vault is an architectural element that was used in widely since the pre
Islamic period, especially in Roman architecture. It was then used in Islamic 
architecture and appeared for the first time in the early Syrian architecture in 
ʿAmr
Egyptian architecture in the Fatimid period in the mosque of 
1085 AD. The cross vault was an essential element for the ceiling in the city of 
Aleppo, being in widespread use since its first appearan
The most famous example of this element appears in the great Omayyad mosque, 
which has been completely roofed in this way.
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Beside the cross vaults, the architect used the dome over the square of the mihrab 
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Abbasid caliph 
Tunis which was added by 
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the Fatimid dynasty in 
of 380
appears in many buildings of various dates, such as: 
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In the middle of the southern wall of the 
measures 2.50 m in height, its width is 1.10 m, and its depth is 88 cm. It consists of a 
niche surmounted by a pointed arch decorated with prominent ribs emanating from 
the center to form a radiological shape (Pl. 8)
each ends with a stalactite tail
minbar
around the orator’s seat (Fig. 8). It also painted wit
archaeological features.
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In the western side of the southern wall, there are two small doors measuring 1.60 
high and 1 m wide, both of which are surmounted by curved arches (Fig. 2). The first 
door leads to a two
used as a residence for the mosque's Imam. Its width along the western side is 3 m 
and from the eastern side is 3.50, while its length is 6.40 m. The second door leads to 
the second floor of this same room, via a stone staircase (Figs. 2, 9).

fig.no.9:
and the minaret. After, the center of planning and 
archaeological studies in Aleppo..
 

The southern wall of the main iwan includes also a footprint on a yellow marble slab, 
it was surrounded by a simple stone frame (Fig. 10) which is replaced now by marble 
decorations surmounted with an inscription includes al
al-aḥ
/ إن الله وملائكتھ یصلون على النبي یا أیھا/ الذین أمنوا صلوا علیھ وسلموا تسلیما/ صدق  ﷽"

The footprint attributed to the prophet 
the southern wall, and is shown on this side of the mosque to allow people to ask 
blessings from it (Pl. 9). It was associated with a story mentioned in historical sources 
which refer to the slab being brought to the 
saw in his dream a man coming from 
attributed to the prophet 
the mosque, 
it inside the mosque
Some historical sources mention the story of this footprint, such as al
(Aʿlām
Muḥammad
originates from quarries located near the city of Aleppo itself, not in 
pointed out that if it was really attributed to the prophet 
have been ignored by previous historical authors such as 
Ḥanbalī,
complete chapters about the blessed places and monuments in Aleppo but make no 
mention of the slab. He assumed also that this stone was not a blessed prophetic 
monument because if it were, the Ottoman sultans would likely have transmitted it to 
Istanbul as they did with many other blessed monuments in Syria, such as the 
footprint founded
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4.3. The eastern portico
The eastern portico is located in the eastern side of the courtyard, which it overlooks 
through a triple arcade composed of three pointed arches based on two pillars. The 
arcade is now closed, however, with a new barrier. It was renewed in the Mamluk 
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In the middle of the southern wall, there is a mihrab composed of a rectangular frame. 
The niche inside is 2.30 high, 65 cm deep and 95 cm wide. It is very simple and 
devoid of decoration and inscriptions. In the right side of the mihrab, there is a door 
leading to the mausoleum, 2.15 m high and 1.10 m wide, surmounted by a curved 
arch. Above the door, there is a window 1.12 m height and 70 cm wide, which is 
surmounted by a
the mihrab there is another window overlooking the mausoleum, measuring 95 cm 
high and 80 cm wide. Above the window is a monumental inscription
three 
commemorates the renewal works of al

) 2) أنشأ ھذا المكان المبارك بعون الله وحسن توفیقھ العبد الفقیر إلى الله تعالى الراجي عفو ربھ  ثلول (
) الحنفي مذھبا 

  “الخوافي مقتدا متعنا الله ببركتھ ونفعنا والمسلمین بصالح أدعیتھ وذلك في سنة خمس وخمسین وثمانمائة

“(1)With the helping of All
Allāh who wishes the pardon of his God (2) who follows the correct way al
Abd al
with his blessing and benefit us and the Muslims with his good prayer

The eastern side of the iwan includes three recesses roofed by pointed vaults which 
overlook the inside of the iwan via pointed arches, although these are closed now with 
new barriers, and connected with the iwan by doors and windows. The norther
of the iwan includes one recess roofed by pointed vaults which also overlooks the 
iwan through a pointed arch.

4.4. 
The mosque includes many extensions, some of which date back to the Mamluk 
period during the renewal wor
others have been recently added. The mausoleum is considered the most important 
extension. It was added by al
actually buried here after his death in 884 AH/ 1479 AD
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id of decoration and inscriptions. In the right side of the mihrab, there is a door 
leading to the mausoleum, 2.15 m high and 1.10 m wide, surmounted by a curved 
arch. Above the door, there is a window 1.12 m height and 70 cm wide, which is 

 curved arch and covered by an iron grille (Pl. 10). In the left side of 
the mihrab there is another window overlooking the mausoleum, measuring 95 cm 
high and 80 cm wide. Above the window is a monumental inscription
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) أنشأ ھذا المكان المبارك بعون الله وحسن توفیقھ العبد الفقیر إلى الله تعالى الراجي عفو ربھ  ثلول (
ك المنھج القویم الفضل والخیر الشیخ عبد الكریم ابن عبد العزیز ابن عبد الله (

الخوافي مقتدا متعنا الله ببركتھ ونفعنا والمسلمین بصالح أدعیتھ وذلك في سنة خمس وخمسین وثمانمائة

“(1)With the helping of Allāh, this blessed place was constructed 
h who wishes the pardon of his God (2) who follows the correct way al

Karīm Ibn Abd al-ʿ Az
with his blessing and benefit us and the Muslims with his good prayer

The eastern side of the iwan includes three recesses roofed by pointed vaults which 
overlook the inside of the iwan via pointed arches, although these are closed now with 
new barriers, and connected with the iwan by doors and windows. The norther
of the iwan includes one recess roofed by pointed vaults which also overlooks the 
iwan through a pointed arch. 

The extensions of the mosque
The mosque includes many extensions, some of which date back to the Mamluk 
period during the renewal wor
others have been recently added. The mausoleum is considered the most important 
extension. It was added by al
actually buried here after his death in 884 AH/ 1479 AD
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الخوافي مقتدا متعنا الله ببركتھ ونفعنا والمسلمین بصالح أدعیتھ وذلك في سنة خمس وخمسین وثمانمائة

h, this blessed place was constructed 
h who wishes the pardon of his God (2) who follows the correct way al

ʿ Azīz Ibn Abdull
with his blessing and benefit us and the Muslims with his good prayer

The eastern side of the iwan includes three recesses roofed by pointed vaults which 
overlook the inside of the iwan via pointed arches, although these are closed now with 
new barriers, and connected with the iwan by doors and windows. The norther
of the iwan includes one recess roofed by pointed vaults which also overlooks the 
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h who wishes the pardon of his God (2) who follows the correct way al

īz Ibn Abdullāh (3) al- Ḥ
with his blessing and benefit us and the Muslims with his good prayer

The eastern side of the iwan includes three recesses roofed by pointed vaults which 
overlook the inside of the iwan via pointed arches, although these are closed now with 
new barriers, and connected with the iwan by doors and windows. The norther
of the iwan includes one recess roofed by pointed vaults which also overlooks the 
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In the middle of the southern wall, there is a mihrab composed of a rectangular frame. 
The niche inside is 2.30 high, 65 cm deep and 95 cm wide. It is very simple and 

id of decoration and inscriptions. In the right side of the mihrab, there is a door 
leading to the mausoleum, 2.15 m high and 1.10 m wide, surmounted by a curved 
arch. Above the door, there is a window 1.12 m height and 70 cm wide, which is 

curved arch and covered by an iron grille (Pl. 10). In the left side of 
the mihrab there is another window overlooking the mausoleum, measuring 95 cm 
high and 80 cm wide. Above the window is a monumental inscription

ed prominently in the stone (Fig. 11). The inscription 
Shaykh Abd al-Karīm in 855 AH/ 1451 AD.

) أنشأ ھذا المكان المبارك بعون الله وحسن توفیقھ العبد الفقیر إلى الله تعالى الراجي عفو ربھ  ثلول (
ك المنھج القویم الفضل والخیر الشیخ عبد الكریم ابن عبد العزیز ابن عبد الله (

الخوافي مقتدا متعنا الله ببركتھ ونفعنا والمسلمین بصالح أدعیتھ وذلك في سنة خمس وخمسین وثمانمائة

h, this blessed place was constructed 
h who wishes the pardon of his God (2) who follows the correct way al

 Ḥanafī al-Khaw
with his blessing and benefit us and the Muslims with his good prayer

The eastern side of the iwan includes three recesses roofed by pointed vaults which 
overlook the inside of the iwan via pointed arches, although these are closed now with 
new barriers, and connected with the iwan by doors and windows. The norther
of the iwan includes one recess roofed by pointed vaults which also overlooks the 

The mosque includes many extensions, some of which date back to the Mamluk 
Shaykh Abd al-Karīm in 855 AH/ 1451 AD; 

others have been recently added. The mausoleum is considered the most important 
Karīm as his own tomb

actually buried here after his death in 884 AH/ 1479 AD86. 
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id of decoration and inscriptions. In the right side of the mihrab, there is a door 
leading to the mausoleum, 2.15 m high and 1.10 m wide, surmounted by a curved 
arch. Above the door, there is a window 1.12 m height and 70 cm wide, which is 

curved arch and covered by an iron grille (Pl. 10). In the left side of 
the mihrab there is another window overlooking the mausoleum, measuring 95 cm 
high and 80 cm wide. Above the window is a monumental inscription84 that includes 

ed prominently in the stone (Fig. 11). The inscription 
Karīm in 855 AH/ 1451 AD.

) أنشأ ھذا المكان المبارك بعون الله وحسن توفیقھ العبد الفقیر إلى الله تعالى الراجي عفو ربھ  ثلول (
ك المنھج القویم الفضل والخیر الشیخ عبد الكریم ابن عبد العزیز ابن عبد الله (فضلھ العمیم السال

الخوافي مقتدا متعنا الله ببركتھ ونفعنا والمسلمین بصالح أدعیتھ وذلك في سنة خمس وخمسین وثمانمائة

h, this blessed place was constructed by the poor slave to 
h who wishes the pardon of his God (2) who follows the correct way al

Khawāfī Allāh enjoy us 
with his blessing and benefit us and the Muslims with his good prayers in 855”

The eastern side of the iwan includes three recesses roofed by pointed vaults which 
overlook the inside of the iwan via pointed arches, although these are closed now with 
new barriers, and connected with the iwan by doors and windows. The norther
of the iwan includes one recess roofed by pointed vaults which also overlooks the 

The mosque includes many extensions, some of which date back to the Mamluk 
in 855 AH/ 1451 AD; 

others have been recently added. The mausoleum is considered the most important 
as his own tomb85 and he was 
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The niche inside is 2.30 high, 65 cm deep and 95 cm wide. It is very simple and 

id of decoration and inscriptions. In the right side of the mihrab, there is a door 
leading to the mausoleum, 2.15 m high and 1.10 m wide, surmounted by a curved 
arch. Above the door, there is a window 1.12 m height and 70 cm wide, which is 

curved arch and covered by an iron grille (Pl. 10). In the left side of 
the mihrab there is another window overlooking the mausoleum, measuring 95 cm 

that includes 
ed prominently in the stone (Fig. 11). The inscription 

Karīm in 855 AH/ 1451 AD. 

) أنشأ ھذا المكان المبارك بعون الله وحسن توفیقھ العبد الفقیر إلى الله تعالى الراجي عفو ربھ  ثلول (1(”
فضلھ العمیم السال

 الخوافي مقتدا متعنا الله ببركتھ ونفعنا والمسلمین بصالح أدعیتھ وذلك في سنة خمس وخمسین وثمانمائة

by the poor slave to 
h who wishes the pardon of his God (2) who follows the correct way al-Shaykh 

h enjoy us 
s in 855” 

The eastern side of the iwan includes three recesses roofed by pointed vaults which 
overlook the inside of the iwan via pointed arches, although these are closed now with 
new barriers, and connected with the iwan by doors and windows. The northern side 
of the iwan includes one recess roofed by pointed vaults which also overlooks the 

The mosque includes many extensions, some of which date back to the Mamluk 
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others have been recently added. The mausoleum is considered the most important 
and he was 
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The mausoleum is located in the eastern side of the main iwan and is separated from it 
by a small room with an irregular area roofed by cross vaults, used for ablutions. The 
mausoleum comprises of a square area surmounted by four recesses, the square area 
measured 3.50 sq m. It is roofed by a dome with a pointed sector rising on an 
octagonal drum and based on transition zones from spherical triangle pendentives 
(Fig. 6). Around the square area, there are four recesses with different areas roofed by 
pointed vaults. The southern recess includes the mihrab, composed of a small niche 
surmounted by a pointed arch (Pl. 11). This mihrab is the fourth one inside the 
mosque, the others previously mentioned in the south wall of the courtyard, and inside 
the main iwan and the eastern portico. 

The multiplicity of the mihrabs is a phenomenon that appeared in religious building in 
many parts of the Islamic world from early on. It appeared in Egypt from the Fatimid 
period in Mashhad al-Saīydah Kolthom 516 AD/ 1122 AD and Mashhad al- Saīydah 
Ruqaīyah 527 AH/ 1133 AD87. The repetition of mihrabs inside the same building 
was probably due to the multiplicity of religious doctrines or because the renewal 
works undertaken at each building used the mihrabs as a memorials of each renewal 
phase, such as the mihrabs of Ibn Ṭūlūn mosque in Cairo88. The renewal works that 
added many extensions to the mosque of al-Karīmīyah may be a suitable reason for 
the multiplicity of the mihrabs inside it. A multiplicity of mihrabs is common in Syria 
generally, appearing in the great Omayyad mosque in Damascus and then spreading 
to many buildings in the same city. In Aleppo, there are also many building that 
include more than one mihrab, such as: al-Ḥallawīyah madrasa of 543 AH/ 1148 AD, 
which includes three mihrabs89; Minkalī Bugha mosque of 769 AH/ 1367 AD, which 
includes three mihrabs90; and Mihmindār mosque dating to 8th AH/ 14th AD, which 
includes five mihrabs91. 

The northern recess includes a small door that connects the mausoleum and the 
eastern portico. The eastern recess includes an open arch that connects the mausoleum 
and another rectangular room, of 3.30 m length and 2.10 m width and  roofed by cross 
vaults. The eastern side of the rectangular room includes a recess 2.95 m long and 
1.35 m wide, roofed by a flat wooden roof, while its northern side includes a window 
overlooking the eastern portico, in which the inscription has been engraved. (Fig. 2). 

The phenomenon of the attached mausoleum within religious buildings is a customary 
idea in Islamic architecture in general. The mausoleum of the prophet Mohammed is 
considered the first example of this phenomenon, becoming incorporated inside the 
borders of the mosque after the renewal works of al-Amir ʿUmar Ibn Abd al-Azīz in 
88-91 AH/ 707-710 AD during the reign of the Omayyad Caliph al-Walīd Ibn Abd al-
Malik92. The attached mausoleum appeared in Egypt for the first time during the 

                                                            
87 Lamʿī, Al-Tūrāth al-miʿmārῑ, p. 44. 
88 Māhir, Masājid misr, p. 149. 
89 al-Jāsir, Madāris ḥalab, p. 108. 
90 Abd al-Rāzik, “Al-Rumi "Menkali Bogha" mosque”, p. 143. 
91 Abd al-Rāzik, “Architectural archaeological study”, pp. 151-153. 
92 al- Ḥaddād, Al-Qῑbāb fῑ al-ʿimārah al-misrῑya, p. 31. 
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Fatimid period in Mashhad al- Juyūshī 478 AH/ 1085 AD93, the second example 
appeared during the Ayyubid period in al-Madāris al-Ṣālīḥīyah 647-648 AH/ 1249-
1250 AD, and then it became widespread in Mamluk architecture94. 

The mausoleum was attached to religious buildings in Syrian architecture since an 
early period. The first example occurred when Nūr al-Dīn Maḥmūd constructed his 
school in Damascus in 567 AH/ 1172 AD and attached a mausoleum for himself95. 
After this, it spread widely in the Syrian cities especially in Damascus and Aleppo. In 
Aleppo, it appeared in many examples, such as the mosque of al-Ṭunbughā 718 AH/ 
1318 AD and the mosque of al-Aṭrūsh 812 AH/ 1409 AD96.  

Among the extensions of the mosque are the toilets, which are located in the 
northeastern side of the courtyard. These were added during the renewal works of al-
Shaykh Abd al-Karīm97. They can be reached through one door in the northwestern 
side of the eastern portico and another in the northeastern side of the courtyard. 
Beside the toilets from the western side, there is a square hall recently added to the 
mosque, which can be reached through a staircase in the same side and it is currently 
used in memorizing the holy Quran and teaching jurisprudence sciences. 

In the western side of the courtyard, there is an irregular room98 measuring 7.50 m 
long from north to south, 4.95 m wide along its southern side and 4.30 m along its 
northern side. It is isolated from the courtyard through a new barrier and can be 
reached now through one door in its southern side. It also includes two windows in its 
western side overlooking the façade of the mosque.  

Regarding the general plan of al-Karīmīyah mosque, including all architectural 
elements previously described, it is very similar to the Mamluk mosques in Aleppo 
city, as the principal renewal works at the mosque occurred during the Mamluk 
period. Therefore, the majority of the architectural units and the decorative details 
inside the mosque are homogenous with a style attributed to the same period.  

The Mamluk mosques in the city of Aleppo are characterized by simplicity and a 
small size. The majority of them have the principal iwan in the south side of the 
courtyard called al-Qiblīyah and another portico or iwan in the eastern side, in 
addition to the extensions that comprise a mausoleum, Qasṭal, toilets and service 
rooms 99 . In terms of the general plan of al-Karīmīyah mosque, it has the same 
characteristics, that include an iwans in the southern side, a portico in the eastern side 
and extensions in the other sides, all of which share one courtyard in the center (Fig. 
2). This plan is repeated in many other mosques in the same city, such as the mosque 

                                                            
93 Shāfiʿī, “The Mashhad al-Juyushi”, p. 237. 
94 Lamʿī, Al-QiBāb fi al-ʿimarah al-islāmῑyah, p. 27. 
95 Kessler, “Funerary architecture”, p. 259. 
96 Ibn al-Shuḥnah, Al-Durr al-muntakhab, pp.72, 73. 
97 Ibn al-AJamī, Kunūz al-dhahab, vol. 1, p. 256. 
98 The historical sources mentioned that this room was used as a kuttab to teach children. Al-Ghuzzi, 
nahr, p. 98; Some references referred that a part of its area was reduced from the northern side to be a 
kitchen. al-Jāsir, Dūr al-mutaṣawifah, p. 237.         
99 ʿUthmān, Al-Handasah al-ʾinshʾīyah, p. 214. 
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of al-Mihmindār in al-Bandarah district 8th AH/ 14th AD, although this has an 
external aisle in the northern side100. The same basic plan also appears in the mosque 
of Ughilbik in al-Bāb al-aḥmar district dating to 885 AH/ 1485 AD, which has an 
iwan in both south and eastern sides in addition to the courtyard. 

THE ENDOWMENTS OF THE MOSQUE 
Many endowments were allocated to the al-Karīmīyah mosque inside and outside 
Aleppo. The waqf book was lost but it was mentioned by al-Ghuzzī (Nahr, II, pp.100-
101) who presented an abbreviated narration of the endowments allocated to the 
mosque. They included many endowments inside Aleppo city and other districts 
outside it (table 2). All these endowments have now disappeared and have been 
replaced by other buildings constructed during later periods. The waqf book is 
attributed to al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm and dates to 862 AH/ 1458 AD. 

The abbreviated Arabic transcription of the waqf as mentioned by al- Ghuzzī (Nahr, 
vol. 2, pp.100-101): 

خلاصة وقف جامع الكریمیة الذي وقفھ الشیخ عبد الكریم بن زین الدین بن عبد العزیز بن جمال الدین بن عبد ”
الله الخوافي الحنفي وقف ثلاث دكاكین داخل باب قنسرین بحضرة باب الأسدیة واثنى عشر فدانا وثلثي الفدان من 

ظاھر باب أنطاكیة ونصف أربعة اصطبلات أربعین من قریة تعوم في قضاء سرمین ونصف خان الجشاریة في 
متصلات ببعضھما في محلة باب قنسرین بالصف الشرقي الجاریة بقیتھا بوقف جامع الخلیل ظاھر حلب وأربع 

  “.بالبندرةدكاكین داخل باب أنطاكیة ودارین بمحلة باب قنسرین ودارا تجاه جامعھ ودارا 

Table 2. Shows the endowments of al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm al-Khāfī on his mosque 
according to (al-Ghuzzī, Nahr vol. 2, pp. 100-101). 

As usual, the waqf book includes the founder's stipulations for spending the yield of 
the waqf, that proceeds riyʿ should be spent first and foremost on the current upkeep 
of the waqf property, and on its development, construction, renovation and 

                                                            
100 Abd al-Rāzik, “Architectural archaeological study”, p. 146. 

No. The endowments Its location Notes 
1. Three shops. inside Bāb Qinnasrin, beside 

al-Asadīyah school, Aleppo.   ___ 

2. Twelve acres and 
one third. 

Taʿwum village which follows 
Sarmīn  

Beside the city of Idlib in 
current time. 

3. Half of al-
Jishārīyah Khan. Outside Bāb Antakya, Aleppo.   ___ 

4. 
 
Half of four adjacent 
stables.  

Inside the district of Bāb 
Qinnasrin, Aleppo. 

the other half of these four 
stables was allocated to al-
Khalīl mosque outside 
Aleppo. 

5. Four shops. Inside Bāb Antakya, Aleppo. ___ 

6. Two houses. Inside the district of Bāb 
Qinnasrin, Aleppo. ___ 

7. One house. Beside al-Karīmīyah mosque, 
Aleppo. ___ 

8. One house. Inside the district of al-
Bandarah. 

Beside al-Qādī mosque 
which still survived in its 
location. 



Mansour ABD AL-RAZIK SHEDET (7) 

 

- 225 - Al-Karīmīyah Mosque in Aleppo, Syria: An Architectural & Archaeological Study 

 

restoration101. Fortunately, the founder's stipulations were mentioned in al- Ghuzzī 
(Nahr, II, pp.100-101) (table 3).  

The Arabic transcription of the founder's stipulations as mentioned by al- Ghuzzī 
(Nahr, 2: 100-101): 

شرط وقفھ على نفسھ ثم على مصالح مسجده وأن یصرف في كل شھر من الدراھم الفضیة الخالصة الجدیدة ”
معاملات حلب ثلاثون للخطیب ومائة وخمسون لمدرس البخاري في رجب وشعبان ورمضان وتسعون للإمام 

ءاً في كل یوم ویجاورون في جامعھ ومائتان وخمسون ومائة وعشرون لأربعة حفظة یقرأ كل واحد منھم جز
لأربعة مؤذنین لكل اثنین منھم نوبة وثلاثون لمؤذنین یوم الجمعة ومائة وثلاثون لفراش الجامع وخدامھ وقیمة 
خمسة أرطال زیت في كل شھر للجامع وعشرة لقنوي الجامع وأربعون للجابي وتسعون للناظر وشرط التولیة 

ده وأعقابھم وبانقراضھم فعلى أرشد واحد من المنتسبین إلیھ بالتربیة والتسلیك ثم على نائب القلعة بعده لأرشد أولا
   “862إلى آخره في غرة رمضان سنة 

No. Value Duration Beneficiary Notes 

1. 
30 silver pure 
dirhams, traded 
in Aleppo  

Every month   The orator  Who delivers the Friday 
sermon 

2. 150 dirhams 
During the three 
months Rajab, 
Shaʿbān, and Ramadān  

The teacher 
of al-
Būkhāry 

Who teaches the Hadiths 
of the prophet al- Ḥadīṯ 
al-Nabawī 

3. 90 dirhams Every month The mosque's 
imam  

Who leads people in 
prayers 

4. 120 dirhams Every month 
Four 
memorizers 
of Quran  

Each one of them read 
every day inside the 
mosque  one part of the 
30th parts of the Quran 

5. 250 dirhams Every month Four 
muezzins  

Every two, responsible of 
a shift work  

6. 30 dirhams Every Friday Muezzins 
of Friday 

Who call for prayer in 
Friday 

7. 130 dirhams Every month The servant Who guard and serve the 
mosque 

8. Value of 5 
pounds of oil Every month The 

mosque Used in lighting the lamps  

9. 10 dirhams Every month Al-Qanawātī  Who cleans the source of 
the water 

10. 40 dirhams Every month Al-Jābī Who collects the yield of 
the waqf 

11. 90 dirhams Every month Al-Nāẓīr 

Who supervises on the waqf, 
the founder stipulated that 
the supervision should pass 
after this person to his older 
son al-arshad fa-l-arshad 

T
otal 

790 dirhams were the total proceeds spent in one month of the year plus 150 
dirhams spent during the three months Rajab, Shaʿbān, and Ramadān in 
addition to the value of 5 pounds of oil every month. 

Table 3. Shows the stipulation of the Waqf book of al-Karīmīyah mosque. 
                                                            
101 Raymond, “Les grand waqfs”, p. 114; Raymond, La ville arabe, Alep, p. 170; Layish, “Waqfs of 
Awlad al-Nas”, p. 318. 
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construction as a waqf. The study determined the significant roles that the mosque 
played in the city during the various historical periods, as it performed a range of 
functions including that of Madrasa, Khanqāh, Zāwīyah, mausoleum, and shrine. The 
study proved that there is no relation between the current minaret and the minaret of 
Ibn Abi Sawāda, which was added to the mosque in 771 AH, and proposes that the 
current minaret was completely rebuilt during either the renewal works of al-Shaykh 
Abd al-Karīm in 855 AH or in 866 AH during the works of al-Amir Jānī Bik al-Tājī. 
Finally, the mosque had many endowments allocated to it by al-Shaykh Abd al-Karīm 
in the Mamluk period, with proceeds spent on the mosque each year estimated at 
more than 9930 dirhams. 
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