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INTRODUCTION

Studying the archaeology of rulers and states in the Islamic era requires two main approaches.

I. Investigating the historical context of each ruler or state, i.e., exploring the contemporary
political, economic, religious, social, artistic, and other historical events known as the
culture of the era, by studying historical, literary, religious, and other sources closely
related to studying archaeology in terms of form, content, and function.

II. Studying the archaeological context, i.e., interpreting archaeology by archaeology.
Studying any archaeology cannot be done in isolation from other archaeology because
they were created under one culture. Therefore, exploring the decorative arts must be
conducted by studying other contemporary archaeology of the ruler, including
architecture and numismatics (Ramadan and Ameen 2022). All archaeological unities
have close ties that can be employed to interpret them in terms of form, content, and
function compared to others.
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The Ayyiibid era (567 - 648 AH. / 1174 - 1250 AD.) was a turning point in the history of
Egypt and the Levant in the Islamic era. Ayyiibid rulers led jihad against the Crusaders since
the founder Sala-Din (Salah al-Din; Ar. (el #>la), who was one of the greatest Muslim leaders
and fought the Crusaders in a difficult period with the quick decline of the ‘Abbasid Caliphate
in Baghdad (Ar. 2ax) beginning in 656 AH / 1258 AD. Despite Sala-Din’s personal strength
and ability to manage the country politically, militarily, and economically, his successors were
weak and unable to manage the state’s affairs, which caused conflict over power and, in turn,
resulted in the weakness and decline of the Ayyibid dynasty.

Al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyub, the last Ayytbid Sultan, greatly suffered from a conflict
over power. His money was confiscated, he was arrested, and many forces from within the
Ayyubid dynasty and others conspired against him. However, he reached the rule of Egypt and
became the supreme ruler of the entire Ayyibid dynasty. Hence, it is important to link the events
and culture of the Ayytibid era with contemporary architecture, numismatics, and other applied
arts. Archaeology clearly reflects this culture, which helps interpret the remaining archaeology
accurately within the contemporary historical and cultural context.

Archaeology of the Ayyiibid era offers historical and archaeological evidence denoting
the political and economic status of Ayyiibid rulers and Sultans. In terms of numismatics, those
Sultans and rulers minted gold coins as their main coins. They also minted silver dirhams,
copper, and bronze coins, suggesting a well-established monetary system for a vast empire.
Their applied arts and artifacts kept in international museums and private collections
demonstrate the great wealth and prosperity of artistic and industrial life and the care of those
rulers for arts, crafts, and industries. In addition, various civil, military, religious, or funerary
buildings show the sophistication and prosperity of Ayyiibid architecture.

The present paper studies the sword of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Dunyd wa al-Din Ayyib
(637-647 AH / 1240-1249 AD), preserved in the collection of sir Mohammed Khalil Ibrahim
(UAE) (Ibrahim, Mohammed Khalil 2018, PP.249-251, No. 48.) as a rare Islamic artifact. It is
the only internationally known sword of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Dunya wa al-Din Ayyib.
Additionally, it is important in terms of its Arabic-Islamic decorations and inscriptions as an
important informational announcement reflecting contemporary historical events.

1. Historical Outline:

Al-Saleh Najm Al-Din b. Sultan Al-Kamil Nasir al-Din Muhammad b. Sultan al- Adil Sayf
al-Din Abii Bakr b. Najm al-Din Ayyiib b. Shadi. He took over the sultanate in Egypt in (637
AH /1239 AD). He is one of the most prominent Sultans in the era of the Ayytbid state (567 —
648 AH /1171 — 1250 AD). He ruled Egypt at the age of 34 years and a few months, for nine
years, seven months and twenty days. Ibn TaghrT Berdi believes that he was the greatest ruler
among sultans and kings of the Ayytbid State (Ibn Kathir 1407 AH./ 1987 AD, 154) (Al-
Dawadart 1974, 371) (Ibn TaghrT Berd1 1992, 333) (al-Hanbali 1987, 381)

Al-Malik al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyub loved religious and scientific scholars, promoted
social security and finished off thievery and other criminal acts. He was famous for his integrity,
for respecting his people’s properties and for saving his own money to cover expenses of his
long wars. He was also known for his intellect, wit and cunning.

The sultan waged several wars, such as his battles against the Mongols to stop their
offensive from his eastern flank. Furthermore, he faced internal struggles that occurred after
the death of his father, especially with his rival Ayytbid kings, the first of whom was his brother
al-‘Adil II (Ar. ) &) and with other Ayyiibid Princes who favored their own personal
privileges over the interests of the state. However, due to his intelligence, he was able to gain
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the rule of Damascus (Ar. $35s2). After many events, he took the rule from his brother al- ‘Adil
1I, who was the ruler of Egypt at the time. This is how the king was able to unify Egypt,
Damascus and parts of Yemen and include Sinjar (Ar. oaw), and Nusaybin (Ar. Oxead) to the
borders of his rule. However, the constant crusade campaigns exhausted the Ayytbids.

The strongest of these assaults occurred at the end of the era of al-Malik al-Salih, their
target being the Egyptian city of Damietta (Ar. bl<2). The king got ready to fight them despite
the fatal disease he was struck with at the time. He sent an army under the command of Prince
Fakhr al-Din Yasuf II (Ar. a5 () ,38)) who clashed with the crusaders in a great battle.
However, the news of the death of the king was spread among the army, which caused the
soldiers' morale to decrease, and so the prince had to withdraw from Damietta. As a result,
Damietta fell under the hands of the Europeans without any resistance. When the king knew of
this, he became enraged, punished the defeatists in the army and then declared a state of general
mobilization in Egypt.

The jihadists commenced guerrilla warfare on the crusaders, which caused them major
damages. Due to that, the crusaders decided to march to Cairo. A great battle occurred between
them and the Muslims on both land and in the waters of the Nile. During the war, the king Najm
al-Din Ayyib passed away in the middle of Sha ‘ban (Ar. Jlh=3) in 647 AH / 1249 AD. His wife
Shajar al-Durr (Ar. )3 y»3) concealed the news of his death in fear of the Europeans. His
body was secretly moved from Mansoura to Rawda Castle, Qal ‘ah al-Rawdah (Ar. %)) 4218),
in which his body was temporarily buried. The Europeans were driven out of Egypt.

A year later, his wife moved his body to a tomb that she had built for him in the dome
close to al-Madaris al-salihiyya in Cairo. A great burial ceremony was held for him in which
the Sultan ‘Izz al-Din Aybak (the husband of Shajar al-Durr after the death of her husband)
participated, along with the king al-Ashraf Miisa (Ar. s« < »231) and the rest of the Mamluks.
The Mamluks cut their hair and wore white in their grief over him and his mourning lasted
three days. This is how the Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyib ruled Egypt and Damascus for
more than nine years. He was one of the greatest of the Ayyubid kings after a/-Nasir Salah al-
Din Ayyab (Ibn TaghrT Berd1 1992, 333) (Ibn Kathir 1407 AH./ 1987 AD, 154).

2. Description of The Sword of Ayyiibid Sultan, Al-Malik al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyab
(Pl 1/ 2/ 3- Fig. 1/2)

2.1 Measurement (length): 56 cm.

2.2 Sword type: a short-bladed sword (cut off due to the decaying of the metal due to the
passage of time), of a Damascus patterned metal.

2.3 Type of hilt/ scabbard: the hilt is made of wood, which is inlaid with copper and precious
stones in the shapes of hexagon stars.

2.4 Description: silver written on the first side of the blade. The blade has engravings of animal
and floral images that are set in. Specifications: poetry in praise of the Ayyubid Sultan is
inscribed.

On the first face, the following exalting statement is written:

Al alaall & sall oyl yall dalacall Jaladl allad) clital) cllall GUaLl) BY gl e
> Opalladl 8 Jaal) s cpabisall g 23] Glabis pall g Liall s ) guaiall
[£99] ska el pall 3 j5a
which means: The glory is [reserved] for our Lord, al-Sultan (strength, authority,
rulership), al-Malik (the King), al-Malik (the Owner), al-‘Alim (Knowledgeable, well
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informed), al- ‘Adil (the Just), al-Mujahid (defender of the faith), al-Murabit (the warrior of the
frontiers), al-Mu ayyad (the Supported), al-Muzaffar (the conqueror), al-Malik (the King), al-
Mansir (the victor), Najm al-Dunyd wa al-Din (the Star of the world and of the Religion),
Sultan al-Islam wa al-Muslimin (Sultan of Islam and Muslims), Muhyt al- ‘Adl fi al- ‘Alamin

(Keeper of justice among peoples), Hami Hawzah al-Din (Protector of the Religion), Malik
Mulik (the king of the kings) [¢¢¢].

Also, in the first side written is the phrase Bayt al-'Aza (') &) [House of Consolation]
or read Niyah al-Ghuzah (332 45). Furthermore, below the writing is the image of a lion and
that of a horseman riding a horse and carrying a falcon (at a hunting trip).

On the second face, the following exalting statement is written:
D3l g agll lidS B dani S N PR DRCA R R4
DAkl 5 JLEY) 5 eaill 5 Jall cdayJf ALY e lideluag
el g el il Cran La el jue W Aand A J Al

- which reads as: Get the glad tidings: you have gained what you have hoped for; and in

grace [you rejoice], sparing you owe and caution; four have helped you face [ravages of]
Time: Dignity, Triumph, Resolution and Attainment.

The sword stamped: made by Sa ‘d al-Baghdadr (Ar. s~ 22), is also inscribed.

Iconography: At the bottom, the second face the image of a horseman carrying a bow
for hunting is there. The humanoid engravings on both sides of the blade are considered one of
the ornaments that the Ayyubid arts were famous for when it came to engraving on metals.
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Fig. 2. Inscriptions of the second blade
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3. An Analytical Study, Inscriptions and Decorations of the Sword:
3.1 Titles (Fig. 3-4) (TABLE 1-2)

1. al-Sultan (Strength, Authority, Rulership) {Ar. oaladl}| 2. al-Malik (the King) {Ar.
AL 3, al-Malik (the Owner) {Ar. &, 4, al-‘Alim (Knowledgeable, Scholar, and Well
Informed) {Ar. A1}, 5. al- ‘Adil (the Just) {Ar. J2=} | 6. al-Mujahid (defender of the faith)
{Ar. Q) 7. al-Murabit (the warrior of the frontiers) {Ar. kil <}, 8. al-Mu ayyad (the
Supported) {Ar. 23}, 9. al-Muzaffar (the conqueror) {Ar. ik}, 10. al-Malik (the King)
{Ar. AWV} | 11, al-Mangir (the victor, Winner) {Ar. )i},

12. Najm al-Dunyd wa al-Din (the Star of the world and of the Religion) {Ar. Ll axs
eV sy, 13. Sultan al-Islam wa al-Muslimin (Sultan of Islam and Muslims) {Ar. #3Y) (Ul
Ol 5} 14, Muhyt al- ‘Adl fi al- ‘Alamin (Keeper of justice among peoples) {Ar. & Jall (s
e} 15, Hami Hawzah al-Din (Protector of the Religion) {Ar. (el 3 sn}, 16. Malik
Muliik { al-‘Arab wa al-‘Ajam (King of Kings of Arabs and Foreigners, Ar. axall 5 2 _2ll) / al-
Sharq wa al-Gharb (King of Kings of the East and West, Ar. <&l 5 3,40} M

The titles of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib on this sword demonstrate the meaning
of kingship, state, and power, e.g. {1. al-Sultan, 2. al-Malik, 3. al-Malik, denoting the kingship
of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Dunyd wa-al-Din Ayyib over the Ayyubid state. They highlight the
importance of the succession of power within the political conflict that dominated the Ayyubid
dynasty.

Thus, Ayyubid rulers were keen to engrave such titles after ascending to power. This
notion relates to a widespread Islamic culture, believing that the command is for Allah, as
reflected in the archaeology of this period. For instance, the phrase {"al-Mulk [i [lah; & SL)"} |
i.e., the command is for Allah, appeared on the coffin of Abii Nazlah (A si) in the shrine of
the ‘Abbasid Caliphs ((wiall £WAl 48) 640 AH) (Zaki, Al- Sayid Saeid 2007, 79-80), the
inscriptions of establishments (a/-Madaris al-Salihiyya 641 AH) (Mohamed Abd al-Sattar
Uthman 2024, 29), and coins (a ditham minted in Damascus, 641 AH) (Balog, Paul 1980, 246,
No. 815).

The titles of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib on this sword are the same titles used as
inscriptions on the metal artifacts and coins in the name of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayytb
(P1. 4-14). Despite different materials, these titles were similar to other inscriptions on the
foundations in the reign of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyib (PL. 15).

A
L‘%

r(l
L/Li

il e L B

R

(") At the end of the cartouche of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib appeared an incomplete compound title. The
word Malik (king) and the letter MIm {axll <sa} from the next word appeared. We suggest that it was Mulik
(kings). The inscription shall be completed. According to the protocol of titles in that era, it was either king of
kings of the East and West or king of kings of Arabs and Foreigners. However, the maker failed to complete the
titles due to the inability to distribute the titles over the space of the cartouche, which was the same mistake he
made when inscribing the title of al-Salih as a title of al-Salih Najm al-Din at the beginning of the inscription.
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Fig. 3. Details of the first blade inscriptions
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Fig. 4. Details of the second blade inscriptions

3.2 Titles of Kingship and Succession of Power (Fig. 5)

The titles of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Dunya wa al-Din Ayyiib on this sword demonstrated
the meaning of kingship, state, and power, e.g., { [-al-Sultan, 2, 10. al-Malik, twice, 3. al-Malik,
16. Malik Mulitk al-*Arab wa al-‘Agm}, denoting the kingship of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-
Dunya wa al-Din Ayyiib over the Ayyibid state. They highlighted the importance of the
succession of power within the political conflict that dominated the Ayyiibid dynasty. Thus,
Ayyubid rulers were keen to engrave such titles after ascending to power.

JHRISE | LG

Sl el Olaledl Wsal 3
Fig. 5. Titles of Kingship and Succession of Power of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Dunya
wa al-Din Ayytb

3.3 Titles Related to Jihad and The Protection of Islamic Holy Sites and Lands (Fig. 6)
al-Mujahid, al-Murabit, Sultan al-Islam wa al-Muslimin, Hami Hawzah al-Din
[cral) 3 sa ala cpaabisall g 23y Uab cdad) yall caalaall]
These were linked to the culture of jihad against the Crusaders, arising with the
establishment of the Ayyiibid dynasty, whose rulers maintained that culture throughout their

rule. Therefore, these titles were included in the protocol of their titles engraved on architecture,
applied arts, and coins.

Caleaally SSLY) sl Lyl aalal)

Fig. 6. Titles Related to Jihad and the Protection of Islamic Holy Sites and Lands

3.4 Military Titles (Fig. 7)
al-Mu ayyad, al-Muzaffar, al-Mansiir [ os<=id) « il cy5all]
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The inscriptions of the sword included military titles related to the personal traits of
Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyib as a military commander, denoting victory over enemies
inside and outside the state.

.8 J[

WL ] o

peaiall (Uil v) 3al

Fig. 7. Military Titles of Sultan Aa-Salih Najm al-Dunya wa al-Di Ayyiib

The inscriptions of the sword included military titles related to the personal traits of
Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyib as a military commander, denoting victory over enemies
inside and outside the state, as expressed by the historian Ibn Kathir when reporting a/-Salih s
ascending to the throne of Egypt, saying.

" gt Tyt Tplas Tyguie Tuyga
(Tbn Kathir 1407 AH./ 1987 AD, 154)
“Mu’ayyadan, wa Mangiran, wa Muzaffaran, wa Majbiran, wa Masriran.
{supported, aided, victorious, sustained, and happy}

3.5 Personal and Religious Titles and Characteristics (Fig. 8)
al- ‘Alim, al- ‘Adil, Muhyi al-"Adl fi al- ‘Alamin
[Cpalladl & Jarll s cJalall callall]

These titles highlight the personal characteristics of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib,
suggesting his religiosity and justice, as illustrated in contemporary historical sources that
reported:

DS Agpanl) 408 Gaal) gl 30 s Mg ledl) alh Lde (il 3o Luga gls 4

- il LS (Ghial i) e Taums B slacal) s Laad S g cdasdie 3 gl 13 1S9 1 98 g Cranall

uaiﬁiﬁzy\gwtij\:\bc;l,,\ausg,&auij‘uwbé#‘iﬁ#\ﬁﬁjﬁwz\a@"

o) g alall JaY Laa ¢S g uldll JLAT g o glall g YL Lalaial aiga Baddal) s (S g cdaaliy ¢l
Juadll 5

(Al-Dawadart 1974, 333) (Ibn Taghrt Berdi 1992) (al-Hanbal1 1987, 381)

Sultan al-Salih was majestic, high-spirited, chaste, with a pure tongue, not interested in
jest or nonsense, very nervous, very silent and dignified, authoritative, eloquent, and good-
natured. Historical sources also described him with “eloquence, intensity of modesty, that he
did not raise his head to anyone who spoke to him out of shyness.” If he imprisoned someone,
he forgot that prisoner, none would dare to speak to him about that; he had good faith; he was
interested in literature, sciences, and news of people; he highly appreciated people of
knowledge, good manners, and virtue (Ibn TaghrT Berdi 1992, 333).
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Fig. 8. Personal and Religious Titles and Characteristics

3.6 Personal Epithets (Fig. 9)
Najm al-Dunya wa al-Din [cs) s Wil axd)

This was a personal epithet for the righteous Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiub. It
appeared in all archaeological inscriptions on architecture, arts, and numismatics with his
name. [t sometimes appeared in the full form, Najm al-Dunya wa al-Din, and sometimes

abbreviated, Najm al-Din.
o ,
ety

ool Liall as

Fig. 9. Personal Epithets of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Dunya wa al-Din Ayyiib

This abbreviated epithet was taken by some Artugid princes (Ar. 45\ YY) in Mardin (Ar.
(k) including Najm al-Din Ghazi I (693-712 AH/ 1294-1312 AD.), whom some confused
with the Ayyibid Sultan al-Salih in terms of titles. However, they could not be confused due to
the different historical contexts and the protocol of titles. Studying the titles of Sultan al-Salih
Najm al-Din Ayyiub revealed that his personal epithet was Najm al-Dunyd wa al-Din, which
was one of the personal epithets of sultans, while the personal epithet of Artugid princes was
limited to the form Najm al-Din.

In addition, the titles, personal epithets, and royal titles of Sultan al-Salih, Najm al-Dunya
wa al-Din, and other Ayyubid rulers differed from those of the Artugid rulers of Mardin, which
corresponded with the political situation of their rule under the control of the neighboring
political powers throughout their history.

It is worth noting that the Artugid ruler Ghazi 11 (Ar. S &) took some titles on a
bronze coin dated 698 AH (Butak, Behzad 1947-148, No.66) (Spengler William 1992, 162-
163)(Zeno. Ru. #171063). (Sultan al-A ‘zam, Zillu’l-; "k fi al- ‘Alam, al-Malik al-Mansir, Abii
al-Futiih) on the inscriptions of buildings, which made Spengler ridiculed when studying the
coins of this ruler: "Ghazi II adopted on this coin type the magniloquent royal title Sultan al-
A’zam (i.e., “The mightiest sovereign”) for the first time by any Artuqid prince. (PL 16. Fig.
10). This lofty title had appeared before on Artugid coinage (e.g., S/S Type 44) but only in
reference to a Rum Seljuq overlord. The term had been in common use by the time it had been
assumed by an Artuqid. It seems ironic, even presumptuous, that Ghazi II would have adopted
this super-title at a time when he was a mere vassal of the Illkhan Monarch Ghazan Mahmiid
(PL 17)(Zeno. Ru. #299186). Perhaps, he was endeavoring to compensate for his subordinate
status"; As if that were not enough, this coin type boats three others extravagant lagabs for
Ghazi II besides his personal one Najm al-Din: Zillu’l-;”h fi al-alam, meaning literally “The
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Shadow of God on Earth”; al-Malik al-mansur, “The Triumphant Lord”; and Abi al-Futiih,
“Father of Victory”! (Spengler William 1992, 162-163).

S

chsd\LhiJl,

Fig. 10. Artuqid of Mardin, Najm al-Din Ghazi II, AE 698 AH, Butak, Resimli Turk
Paralari, No. 66

3.7 Arabic Poetic Verses on The Sword of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyib (Fig. 11)

The inscribed verses on this sword read:

8Bl JUY) 5 uaill 5 3l Aag )l oY) e eliae b

Abshir lagad nlta ma trjii wtntzr... wa-fi ni ‘matin gad kftk al-hamm walhdhru
Wsa ‘dtk ‘ala al-ayyam arba‘atu... al- ‘Izz wa-al-nasr wal’gbal wa-al-zafaru

wa-Lam tazal fi ni ‘matin la ghayr Allah... ma dmt al-nayyirayn al-shams wa-al-qamaru

(Trans: 1 give good news. You have achieved what you hoped for and expected... and
you are blessed with worry and caution
And you were helped in your days by four... glory, victory, dedication, and triumph. You will
remain in the blessing of no one but Allah... as long as the sun and the moon illuminate.

r

<2 MA pspe 239 Q11223
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Fig. 11. Arabic Poetic Verses on the Sword of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din
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Poetry and literature were the main media dedicated to the memory of major political and
military events of rulers and states like various archaeology with similar information
announcements that served the same purpose. Poetry and literature are linked to archaeology
in commemorating such important events. A wonderful example was the inscription of the first
verses of the poem “Victory, Dedication, and Triumph” on this rare sword of Sultan al-Salih
Najm al-Din Ayyub written by the great poet Baha’ al-Din Zuhayr (581-656 AH.) who was a
poet and scribe of al-Salih Najm al-Din.

The Poem Reads:
A 55 5 5355 0 sligh 553 sl 55 8 glia SR e e Ll Cul
588 gl 415 T ol S 6 10 5 el
583 S A5 4y Hadill 5eb Alal A3 e 3 Uy S Sl s (SN U 5a 285 o

R’ytu almulka thasama ‘an thaghrin sabahin yafiuqu alddurar// w’bda budiira alhna’i tabdii
watajlii surwra alzzufur.

F’n tahsabwa alnnasra bashran janayna faqilluwa kadharrvi albashar// wa-in tahsabwa
alzzafra nasran ra’aytum waqultum na ‘am gad qadar.

Wkyfa waqad tawa ‘atnd aldduna wsara alfalak bina wa ‘tadhar// fa-Lillahi nasruka fahwa
albashyru bihi wafawzuka ‘azza waqadir.

(Trans: 1 saw the kingship smiling across the face of a morning of more than pearls and
showing signs of bliss that showed and radiated the happiness of victory. If you think that
victory is good news, then say, “Despise the world.” And if you think that victory is victory, I
have seen and you said, “Yes, it is destined,” and how, when the world obeyed us, and the ship
moved with us, and apologized. So, to God is your victory, for He is the one who brings good
tidings of it, and your victory is mighty and destined, and who is there? It is similar to the fact
that when God decided, He was my supporter.

Inscribing these poetic verses on this rare sword of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayytb
represented the media and propaganda role of archaecology and artistic artifacts. It also
highlighted the history of this sword, which was made when the poet Baha’ al-Din Zuhayr
served as the scribe of Sultan al-Salih before he was angry with the poet and removed him from
his job. This unique sword was made to commemorate the military victories achieved by Sultan
al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayytb and his army against his internal and external enemies. | think that
this sword was made in 644 AHS. after the victories of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib over
his rivals in the Ayytbid dynasty in all the Ayytbid regions and states or over the Crusaders in
Jerusalem and the Levant.

Its inscriptions were closely linked to the service of Baha al-Din Zuhayr as a scribe of
Sultan Al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib. Therefore, the titles inscribed on this sword were chosen
and arranged to be compatible with the verses of the “Victory, Dedication, and Triumph” poem,
closely related to the general historical context in the era of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib.
This poem commemorated the military victories achieved. Thanks to these victories, Sultan al-
Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib assumed the power of the Ayyiibid dynasty, getting rid of his Ayyiibid
rivals and protecting the state’s borders (Ramadan, Atef Mansour Under Publishing).
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3.8 Propaganda phrases (Fig. 12-14)
Izz li-mawlana {Ar. WY <! je}: This usually preceded the titles of rulers and sultans on

the inscriptions of decorative arts created in their names. It appeared on this sword and all metal
artifacts in the name of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyib (TABLE 1).

el e
Fig. 12. Propaganda phrases on the Sword of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din

Counter marks: On this sword appeared the phrase {Bayt al-‘Aza’ (House of
consolation); ¢ 32l <w} or Niyyat al-Ghaza ) %) 433} inside a circle in Thuluth script. It was a
counter mark recorded on the swords of the sultans. This phrase appeared on several Islamic
Ayytbid, Mamluk, Timurid, and Safavid swords (Ibrahim 2018, 115).

&

@ 0

Fig. 13. Counter marks on the Sword of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din.

Although its true meaning has not been unknown until now, a researcher read it as: (bi-
Bayt al-‘azda’ or Bayt al-‘Aza’) and interpreted it as Bayt al-‘aza’, which was the place of
storing swords after the death or martyrdom of their owners. It might be in a weapons safe or
a mosque (Ibrahim 2018, 115). Studying the shape of inscribing this phrase illustrated that a
part was written with a final (closed) ta’ (niyyat), and a part written with a tail (open ta’) (nit).
It is known that writing the latter form was borrowed from the Nabataean script into the Arabic
writing and Ottoman script, e.g., (Rahmt, Ni ‘mat, wa kalimat/ Mercy, grace, and word;, { ées
4.IS daxi} (Ghanem Kaddouri Al-Hamad 1982, 75). It became an important feature in Persian
and Turkish (Shawkat, Jawdat, Ni‘mt, Hishmat, Tharwat).

2\.&: d%)j ‘E\J'ﬂ\ e.myu }Jaj\ B Lﬁ\ ‘(g\fj\) 3)}.45.& FINLS L e;.a.d\ @ (‘JAJ‘) :\.ALS}
Loy e LAl J8 ((Slud s (Guld Jie o] 36 5 ¢ Gam s b Jie (5 32 5 Bl y (al8 Jin B 2 panll
B

e Ja ) (o (HAER, Ua sy i e Lo 15k a5
(Alfarabi Isma'il Ibn Hammad Al-Jawhari 1987, 2446)
(al-Ghza) is a shortened form of (al-Ghaza’), meaning invasion, and the name al-ghuzah, i.e.,
invaders, sing. invader, like qadin and qudah (i.e., judge/s). Ghaza is like Sabig and Shq, while

Ghaza’ is like Fasq and Fsaq. The poet Ta'abbata Sharran said: Fywman bghza’ wywma
bsryh... Wywman bkhshkhash min al-rajul hydl (Alfarabi, Vol. 6, 2446)
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Hence, this phrase can be read (Niyyat al-Ghuzah), denoting that the sword was made for jihad
for the sake of Allah.

" L L ~s
S T L :o... --"l—&

Lz 23 S g
.:r:';::A“":'.‘il- %&@ J
et U2 Lél @/ﬁjtéﬁb

.: .: g ':—"""“"" .‘.t -"
Fig. 14. The phrase Niyyat al-Ghza appeared on several Islamic Ayyiibid, Mamluk, Timurid,
and Safavid swords.

3.9 Iconography (Fig. 15 - 20).

The sword included three pictorial scenes. The first was an image of a knight riding a
horse and holding a falcon in his hand. It showed the hunting trips of rulers and sultans, but
here, it had a symbolic significance, indicating the success of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din
Ayyiub in hunting his enemies and rivals just as he hunted his prey on hunting trips.

The second scene depicted a knight holding a bow, denoting that the sultan directed
arrows against his enemies and that he was always ready to fight them.

In sum, the pictorial scenes on the sword complemented the connotations of the titles of
Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyub. All poetic verses on the sword date the victories of Sultan
al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyithb over enemies.

The pictorial scene of a knight riding on his horse might depict al-Salih Najm al-Din
Ayyitb when he was notified of the approval for his mandate to rule Egypt from the ‘Abbasid
Caliph in 638 AH/ 1240 AD. According to historical sources:

Agu) iy pl) g 98 ) g it dal) (3 gl g iy i) 4] ol puiad) ABIAY ¢
118 sgedia La gy OS5 Aoty (i) S 5 9 Al g dalandl g

(Ibn Taghr1 Berdi 1992, 333) (al-Hanbal1 1987, 381) (Al-Dawadari 1974, 371)

“The ‘Abbasid Caliph sent him honorifics, a golden collar, and a means of transport. He
wore black honorifics, a turban, a robe and rode the horse in the ring. That day was remarkable.”

The third scene showed the image of a lion, which was associated with Sultan al-Salih
Najm al-Din Ayyib, who was described as a lion in the poems praising him. For instance, Baha’
al-Din Zuhayr { % Y ¢} described him as a hizabr (lion) in a poem (in 622 AH), saying:
(Collection Of Baha’ Al-Din Zuhayr, Dar Sader- Dar Beirut, Beirut, 1969, P. 226)

Boshe H 4de A5y pall s daly yp aia¥ a8

F1 tayy 1amth hzbr basil tahta al‘rykh minhu badr mushriq
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Engraving a lion on this sword is related to the mottoes inherited among the Ayyubid
rulers. It first appeared on the coins of the founder, Saladin (Balog, Paul 1980, 176-178). It also
appeared on the walls of Aleppo in the reign of al-Zahir Ghazi (582- 613 AH/ 1186 -1216 AD)
(Herzfeld, E. 1955, pl. VIII). In the present study, it was engraved more perfectly. (Pl 18-19).

~

\* W

)
¢

blade

Fig. 18. A view of a knight raising his right hand holding a weapon and holding a hunting
bird (falcon) on his left hand
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Fig. 20. An illustrated bird drawings on the blade of the sword of the second blade

3.10 Maker of the Sword (Fig. 21)

He was Sa 'd al-Baghdadi. As the name indicated, he was from Iraq, which matched the
historical context of arts then, including the migration of craftsmen from Iraq to Egypt after the
Mongols’ invasion of the eastern Islamic world. Those craftsmen settled in Egypt and
established art schools, such as the al-Mawsili (Ar. = s<)) and al-Baghdadi (Ar. 2laxl). They
might have relations with the Sunqur al-Baghdadi, which was famous for making swords and
metal artifacts in the late Ayytibid and Mamluk dynasties, especially among rulers and sultans.

This maker probably was the first maker in the Islamic era to appear on swords in Egypt.
Consequently, the sword of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib was the first to bear the name
of its maker. It also recorded a new name for sword makers in the Islamic era.

G n

B L~ Azl e
icpue e

Fig. 21. Maker of the sword: Sa ‘d al-Baghdadr

3.11 Calligraphy

On the sword, inscriptions were implemented in Ayyiibid thuluth calligraphy, namely, the
letters of each word were drawn beautifully and magnificently with no rules of form and i jam,
consonant pointing (sla<)). The inscriptions under study are among the most magnificent
examples of thuluth calligraphy on metals. The artist paid great attention to spaces, making the
letters with a bold standing end stand alone because of the broad space, as he wanted to fill in
the largest spaces.

It was the same calligraphy used to create inscriptions of the metal artifacts in the name
of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyub. Despite different materials, this calligraphy was similar
to other inscriptions on foundation in the reign of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyib ) (Zaki,
Al- Sayid Saeid 2007, 385) (Fig. 22).
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Fig. 22: Foundation text on western facade of al-Madaris al-Salihiyya.

(Othman, Hamza and Al-Husseini, A Complete Reading for The Foundation Inscription of
Al-Madares Al-Salehiya and Its Archaeological Importance Published for The First Time
2023) (Othman and Ameen 2024)

3.12 Visual dimension of inscriptions

The method of inscribing on the sword was unique among metal and applied artifacts
in the era of al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyub. Inscriptions were carried out on a black background
as an important visual dimension for the reader. This method highlighted inscriptions and could
draw the attention of the reader from the first look. These inscriptions were an important media
message to draw attention.

3.13 Dating

The study showed that the sword could be dated to 644 AHS. because its inscriptions
and decorations suggested that Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayytb defeated enemies and rivals
of the Ayyiibids and the Crusaders, especially in 643-644 AH.

4. Conclusion:

This sword of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayytb (637-647 AH/ 1240-1249 AD) is a rare
and unique masterpiece of Islamic art, unparalleled in international museums and collections.

The Arabic-Islamic decorations and inscriptions on the sword were of special
importance, as they provided important information about the historical events experienced by
Sultan al-Salih.

The inscriptions of this sword were unique in terms of the nicknames and epithets of
Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayytb, which corresponded with the protocols of the titles of
Ayyubid sultans, as illustrated on their known buildings, arts, and coins.

Studying the titles of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayytb on this sword revealed that they
did not include al-Salih, which appeared on other buildings and arts. The title might be dropped

An Archaeological Historical and Iconography Study for Sword attributed to Ayyubid Sultan Al-
Malik al-Salih Najm Al Din Ayyub (637-647 AH/ 1239-1249 AD)
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unintentionally when inscribing the titles and epithets of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib
because making swords is like other handmade arts and coins.

Significantly, poetry and literature were linked to Archaeology in commemorating
important events in the history of rulers and states. A wonderful example was the inscription
of the first verses of the poem “Victory, Dedication, and Triumph” on this rare sword of Sultan
al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyub written by the great poet Baha’ al-Din Zuhayr (581-656 AH.) who
was a poet and scribe of al-Salih Najm al-Din. These verses commemorated the military
victories of Sultan al-Salih over rivals and enemies.

The inscriptions of this sword were executed in Ayytbid thuluth calligraphy, as a
magnificent form of thuluth calligraphy on metal. It was the same script used to create
inscriptions of the metal artifacts in the name of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayytib.

The pictorial scenes on the sword matched in their symbolic connotations those of the
titles of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib and poetic verses. They all dated the victories of
Sultan al-Salih over enemies.

The inscriptions and decorations of the sword were closely related to those of the famous
metal artifacts attributed to Egypt in the name of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib in terms
of the content of the inscription and Calligraphy.

The maker was Sa‘d al-Baghdadi. As the name indicated, he was from Iraq. He might
have relations with the Sunqur al-Baghdadi family, which was famous for making swords and
metal artifacts in the late era of the Ayytibid and the Mamluk dynasties, especially among rulers
and Sultans. This sword recorded a new name for sword makers in the Islamic era.

The study illustrated that doubting the authenticity of attributing this sword to Sultan Al-
Salih Najm al-Din Ayytub was a falsification of facts and that relying on the similarity in some
titles between the Ayyubid Sultan al-Salih and the Artuqid ruler in Mardin Najm al-Din Ghazi
IT (693- 712 AH / 1294 - 1312 AD.) could not be adopted.

The main result of this study indicated that this sword is considered one of the rarest
swords on the level of known Islamic swords in international museums. This is because it is
from the Ayyiibid era and carries the name of the Sultan Najm al-Din on it. Furthermore, it is
engraved with Ayytbid inscriptions, images and ornaments that are set in silver. There is no
other exhibited or known sword in the world belonging to the Ayyibid Sultan al-Malik al-Salih
Najm al-Din Ayyib (637-647 A.H/ 1239-1249 A.D).

I. There was a great difference in the protocol of titles of the Ayytbid sultans in Egypt
and the Levant, who ruled a vast empire and took titles that matched the political status
of their empire.

In contrast, the Artuqid rulers were subordinated, ruled many cities and fortresses, and were
politically affiliated with neighboring states, such as the Ayyubid state, the Seljuks of
Riim, and the Mongol Ilkhanate. They were never autonomous in most of their historical
periods, and there was always a supreme ruler whose name appeared on their coins, arts,
and buildings. Hence, their protocol of titles matched their political status; their titles
were humble and few.

II. Najm al-Din Ghazi II, to whom some tried to attribute the title, was astonishingly weak
and was affiliated with the Mongol Ilkhanate in Iraq and Iran.
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TABLE 1. The titles of al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyub on his arts, coins and architecte.

The content of inscription

Type of Engraving

B w5l Tl ) 8 Laall ) allad] L) L)) Lol B 5l e
Oalld) A Jardl e Galusall aBa) bl cpall g LAl aad ) gualall
aaall g cuadl & gla élla cpall 835 pals

Sword of Sultan, al Salih, Najm al-Din
Ayyiib (d. 644 AH)
PL 1-3, Fig. 1-2, 4-10, 12-13

Sgall S Uial) Jayl pall salaall Jalall allad) pllall dlal) ¢Uabud) LY gal G
Omalesal) g 23! labs a9 LAl and ) gaaiall ilaal)

Basin preserved in the Museum of Islamic
Art in Cairo (1zz1 W 1965, 253, 255 - 259.
No. 15043.)(d. 642 AH) (Muhammad
Amin ‘Al1 1968, 190) PL 4-7

) aad iliall ay'gall Jalall allad) peilual) dllalf ¢Ualud) UY sal jo

Basin preserved in University of Michigan
Museum of Art (Amr and Slah 1965, 101)
Pl 8-9

Gl & Uial) Jaul yal) aalaall Jalad) allad) zlliall éllal) lalod) UY sal 3o
SN aald ralcall 5 aShal) Ul a5 LAl and  geaiall AL} S5igal)
slindall il gualladl b Jardl faa cuaaiall g 7 ot g3d) AL (S pdiall
aaadl g oo adl labus ala¥) (pma ALY LS (Sl g

Tray preserved in the Louvre Museum (d.
647 AH) (Atil, Islamic Metalwork in The
Freer Gallery of Art 1985, 144, Fig. 53.
No. MAO360)

Jaladl allall Ja¥) sl ilall dlall GUalud) LY gal o A oSl Jadl) Jay y
Otalidd) UY gl 3o h"—‘\m\kﬂ‘kgﬁ Gl aad  gualall .\?b.d\.h,ﬂ)a&\ aalaal)
sgaiall Jiliall 4 sall Jagl sal) aalaall Jalad allad Ja¥) asal) zeilal) ellal)
Crpalnall g aSluy) dlla cpall s Loall and

A silver-inlaid and engraved brass bowl,
National Museum of Asian Art. before d.
638 AH
(Muhammad Khalil Ibrahtm 2018) (Atil,
Islamic Metalwork in The Freer Gallery of
Art 1985, Inv. Freer Gallery of Art,
Object: F1955, P. 10)

Pl 10-13

Ol aad lluall ellal)

Dinar mint. Cairo d. 641 AH
(From The Collection Of Yahya Diyaa
Jaafar.)

Pl 14

Ol g L) aad gellual) @bl

Dirham mint. Cairo d. 640 AH (Balog,
Paul 1980, 186, No.541)

DAl Gsall aalaall sladl alladf Ja¥! Sl plbal) cllall Glalad) UY sa
O O stlial) Cata Cpralucall aBlal) Glabes cpall g Liial) aad ) gaaiall
OS ALY Gl | DL B aadall LS pdiall g B ASY B ¢pralldal)
Crabledl g & glal) S ALall eMe AaY1 a0 A3 gall

Bab al-Salam in Damascus
founding inscription d. 641 AH
(Mouton, Sourdel and Sourdel- thomine
2018, 299, N° 20)

Ll S Uiall o) yal) b laall ytad) allad) Souadl zellucall llal) U)LY 5
Al ce dlall &l g cpanlaall dsle dp Cpalecal) adlal) Gl cpall g
Sy

Mausoleum founding inscription of al
Salih, Najm al-Din Ayyib (d. 647 AH)
(Van Berchem 1894-1903, 103)

Crpalanall g aSlu) Glalus (pall and pllall dllal) alae ¥ ¢alud) LY ga

Madrasa al-Salih founding inscription d.
641 AH.
(Van Berchem 1894-1903, 103)
Pl 15, Fig. 23

Cral g Ll aa rellaall dlall ¢labuad) LY sa

Damascus wall tower inscription from the
north side between Bab al-Salam and Bab
Sharqi
(Combe, Sauvaget and Wiet 1936-1937,
N° 4282.)

Cpalacall g aSlu) Gl cpall g Lial) s gellal) dllalf ¢Ualud) WY gal e

A founding inscription on a tower in Cairo
castle
(Combe, Sauvaget and Wiet 1936-1937,
N° 4282.) (Sauvag and Gabriel 1940, 325,
N° 77 ) (Berchem and Strzygowski 1910,
106, N° 34)
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TABLE 2. The titles of al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayytb on his arts, coins, and architecture
(Arabic Transliteration and English Transcript)

Content of Inscription

Type of Engraving

‘Izz li-mawlana al-sultan al-malik almalk al‘alm al-‘adil
almujahid almurabit Alm’yad almuzaffar al-malik al-mansar
njm al-dunya wa-al-din sultan al-Islam wa-al-Muslimin muhy1
al-‘adl f1 al-‘alamin hamT hawzat al-din malik maltk al-‘Arab wa-
al-‘Ajam

Sword of sultan, al Salih, Najm al-Din
Ayyub (d. 644 AH)

‘Izz Imwlana al-Sultan al-malik al-salih al‘alm al-‘adil almujahid
almurabit almuthaghir almt’yyd al-muzaffar al-manstr njm
aldunya wa-al-din sultan al-Islam walmslmyn

Basin preserved in the Museum of
Islamic Art in Cairo (d. 642 AH)

‘Izz lmwlana al-Sultan al-malik al-salih al-‘alim al-‘adil al-
mu’ayyad al-muzaffar Njm al-Din

Basin preserved in University of
Michigan Museum of Art

‘Izz lmwlana al-Sultan al-malik al-salih al-‘alim al-‘adil al-
mujahid al-murabit almuthaghir al-ghazi almi’yyd al-muzaffar al-
manslr njm al-dunya wa-al-din Sultan al’slam wal-Muslmyn
qami‘ al-kufr walmshrkyn qahir al-Khawarij walmtmrrdyn
muhty al‘dl fa al‘almin jabir al-du‘afa’ wa-al-masakin ghiyath al-
anam mu‘In al-Imam sltan al-‘Arab wal‘jm

Tray preserved in the Louvre Museum
(d. 647 AH)

Kufic script: ‘Izz Imwlana al-Sultan al-malik al-salih al-sayyid
al-a’jal al-‘alim al-‘amil al-mujahid al-murabit almw’yd al-
manstr njm al-din; Thuluth script: ‘Izz Imwlana al-Sultan al-
malik al-salih al-sayyid al-a’jal al-‘alam al-‘amil al-mujahid al-
murabit almw’yd al-muzaffar al-mansiir njm aldunya wa-al-din
malik al-Islam walmslmyn

A Silver-Inlaid and Engraved Brass
Bowl, National Museum of Asian Art.
before d. 638 AH

Al-Malik al-Salih njm al-din

Dinar mint. Cairo d. 641 AH

Al-Malik al-Salih njm al-dunya wa-al-din

Dirham mint. Cairo d. 640 AH

Mawlana al-sultan al-malik al-Salih al-sayyid al’jll al-‘alam al-
‘abid al-mujahid almi@i’yyad al-muzaffar al-manstr njm al-dunya
wa-al-din sultan al-Islam al-Muslimin munsif al-mazlimin min
alzalmyn qatil al-kafrah wa-al-mushrikin ... .. almfsdyn f1 al-
bilad...ghyath al-anam rukn al-dawlah majd al’uma ‘ala’ almllh
sayyid almuluk wa-salatin

Bab al-Salam in Damascus founding
inscription d. 641 AH

Mawlana al-Sultan al-malik al-Salih al-sayyid al-‘alim al-
‘abid al-mujahid al-murabit almuthaghir Njm al-dunya wa-al-din
sultan al-Islam al-Muslimin sayyid mulik al-mujahidin warth
almulk ‘n aba’h al’krmyn

Mausoleum founding inscription of al
Salih, Najm al-Din Ayyub (d. 647 AH)

Mawlana al-Sultan al-a‘zam al-malik al-Salih njm al-din
Sultan al-Islam wa-al-Muslimin

Madrasa al-Salih founding inscription

Mauwlana al-Sultan al-Malik al-Salih njm al-dunya wa-al-din

Damascus wall tower inscription from
the north side between Bab al-Salam
and Bab Sharqi

‘Izz lmwlana al-Sultan al-malik al-salih njm aldunya wa-al-din
sultan al-Islam walmslmynh

A founding inscription on a tower in
Cairo Castle
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Pl 1. Thesword of Ayyiibid Sultan, Najm al-Din Ayyub.
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PI. 2. The second blade of the sword
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Getthe glad tidings: you have gained what you have hoped and waited for; grace has guarded you from woes andfour
have helped you: honour. triumph, ..., and ...
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12z Mawlana Sultan Al Malik Almalik Al'alim Al'ail Almujahid Almurabit Almu’ayid Almuthafir Almalik Almansour Najm
Aldunya wa Eddin Sultan Al Islam wa Al Muslimin Muhayi Al'adl fi Al'alamin Hami Hawat Eddin

Pl 3. Details of the inscriptions of the sword

PlL.4. Basin preserved in the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo (d 642 AH)
‘Izzi W., "An Ayyiibid Basin of Al-Salih Najm Al-Din", PP. 253, 255 - 259. No. 15043.

PL.5. Basin details
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Pl.7. Basin details

PL8. Basin preserved in University of Michigan Museum of Art
Amr(M) <Slah (A.) <L art De La Islam, P.101.
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PL.10. A silver-inlaid and engraved brass bowl, National Museum of Asian Art. before d. 638 AH.
Atil, E., Islamic Metalwork, pp. 137-144, Fig. 53. No. MAO360.
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PL11. Silver-inlaid and engraved brass bowl details
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Pl.14. Dinar mint. Cairo d. 641 AH, The Collection of Yahya Diyaa Jaafar.
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PL15. Madrasa al-Salih founding inscription d. 641 AH.
(Othman, Hamza and Al-Husseini 2023)

PIL16. Artuqid of Mardin, Najm al-Din Ghazi I, AE 698 AH, Zeno. Ru. #171063.

PL17. Artuqid AE fals, Najm al-Din Ghazi I, citing Ghazan Mahmid,
Mardin mint, ND, Zeno. Ru. #299186
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PI.18. Lion on the Sword of Sultan al-Salih Najm al-Din Ayyiib

PIL.19. Lion on the walls of Aleppo in the reign of al-Zahir Ghazi, Herzfeld, Matériaux pour un-

Corpus inscriptionum arabicarum, pl. VIII
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