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ABSTRACT:

This article is a publication of two wooden funerary stelae from the Egyptian Museum in
Cairo, bearing the inventory numbers JE 18651 and JE 4886 (SR nos. A 9906 and A 9403). The
stelae have never been fully published. The owners are a certairakluy ®n of AnkhHor, and
overseer of the God's Wife Agr, named-BAstetjnk-sy, son of the vizier Jry. Both stelae are
coming from Thebes and they are dating from the Late Period (Dynasties. 25/26). The
inscriptions contain some interesting features in thdlispe of the epithets and offering
formulae.

The two stelae are part of a large number of very interesting Late Period wooden funerary
stelae in the magnificent collection of antiquities in the Cairo Museltiis. noteworthy that the
owners of these stelae are mostly persons attached to the cults of thdagoldsnd/orAmun
The stelae vary in size from a few centimetres to nearly one meter. They also vary in the quality
of workmanship; some being carefulhscribed and artistically decorated, while others are quite
poor. With some exceptions, the larger stelae are the best in this respect. One may wondered why
wood should have been used as a material for these stelae, and the first idea that comes to mind i
reason of economy. But a close study of the material in hand seems to dispute that reason. For
one thing, the bettarlass wooden stelae cannot have been cheap. They have evidently been
decorated by firstlass artists, and some of them are even emhedlisvith gold. Moreover,
many of them belonged to persons of high social standing. Perhaps the portability of wood
against the heaviness of stone determined the use of the former material. In addition, these offer
an interesting view on aspects of thegielh of this Period, particularly on the identification of
the forms ofHorakhtywith SokarOsiris. ? It also is noteworthy that all stelae seem to originate
from Thebes and its neighbourhood, namely from the Ramesseum, {Beaihal, Sheikh Abd
El-Qurnah and Medinet Habu. Both stelae were discovered in Sheikh Abdel Qurnah, the first in
1862, and the second in 1859
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1. Stela JE 18651 = SR. A906.

This stela belongs to Harakht, son ofAnkhHor. No title is namet It measures 37 cm
in height and 22.8m in width. According to Munro, the stela seems to date to tfle 25
Dynasty.

1.1 Representation

The roundedopped painted stela is divided into three registers. The upper register in
form of a lunette is outlined by a sign of heaven, below which is a winged disk with two
anxsymbols. The second register, which is framed at the top and two sidelsdogler
of coloured rectangles, is representing the deceased adoring five deities. The owner of the
stela stands on the right side from the observers view. He has a short hair style, and wears
a collar and a voluminous calvemng pleated kilt. He standacing left, his left hand
raised in adoration to the gods in front of him, the other stretched showing down. This
combination means in two dimensional images: welcome and adoration. Above his figure
are two short columns with his nankéor-nakht The first God in front of him is
( RHbrakhty He stands facing right, and is represented bavaheaded mummy. He
wears theAtefcrown of Osiris, and holds thewAs sceptre. His naméiorakhty is
inscribed above him. Behir(d R)Borakhty, stand the four Sons bforuswear the multi
row collars, all with mummified bodies and with their names above them. They are the
humanheadedimsetywith a long beard, th&aboonheadedHapy, the jackaltheaded
Duamutef and thehawkheadedQebhsenueHapy and Qebhsenuelave sylized lotus
buds on their heads. In front and above of the heads of all figures single columns are
drawn with a yellow background colour. In case of the representation of the deceased and
the last of the Sons of Horus the hieroglyphs for the names becanieng for this
single column. Therefore, the second half of the name is written beside the column where
no background colour was prepared.

1.2 Text.

The lowest register of the stela is occupied by six horizontal lines of hieroglyphic text,
altering inwhite and yellow background colour. The text reads from right to left:

HA SRR 1S e

DET=TIURN RS B
A NAATINS
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(1) Htpdj-nsw [n] Wsjr xntj jmntt nTr aAYiBtbDw (2) R@FAXtj nTr aA Hrj nTrw Jmstj
@pw (3) _wAnwt=f ObHsnw=f dj=f xA mt (4) XA m Hnkt XA m jHw xA md{&)xApm
xt nb(t) nfr(t) wab(t) n KA n Wsjr-@j nxt mAarw sA n an@r mwt.f nb(tpr NAjrj -
BAstnfrt.

An offering that the king (may) giv® (to) Osiris, the Foremost of the Westerners, the
Great GodLord® of Abydos, (and toR tHorakhty®, the Great God, Chief of the Gods,

and (to) Imsety Hapy, Duamutef and Qebekhsenuyfthat he may giv® thousand of
bread, thousand of beer, thousand of oxen, thousand of fowls, thousand of every good
and purethings to theKa of the justifiedOsiris® Hor-nakht the son of AnkhHor @, his

mother (is), the mistress of the ho#s&a-jrt-Bastetnfrt™.

1.3 Commentary.

(a) This arrangement dfitpdj-nswwas known and usual from the Eleventh Dynasty
to the Thirteenth Dynasfy.

(b) The intrusivet in nb is paralleled on our next stela (JE 4886) and some other
seventh century BCE stelae from Thebes and Ab{dos.

(c) It is clear that the God, whom the deceased wpsslis R EHorakhtyin the form
of Osiris and notSokaras Munro had suggest®dDsiris is also calledR U
Horakhty on an early sixth century stela in the Calvet Museum, Avignon.
Conversely, afalcortheaded deity is sometimes call@siris i e.g. Cairo JE
21991'° and Chicago FM 31275.0n the close relationship betwe@siris and
R tHorakhty*?

(d) Writing dj=f instead ofdj=sn,*® in the offeringformula is known from many
other Late Period stelae.g. Stela Cairo A 990%.

(e) Determining the name AiVsjr with @ sign (cf. line 1) is common in the Late
Period as welt®
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(f) This name is very common in the Late Peribd.

(g) nbt-pr means married woman, current from the Middle Kingdom to Ptolemaic
Period®’

(h) This name seems to have been confined to the Late P&riod.

2. StelaJE 4886 = A 9403.

The stela belongs tbdBastejnk-sy, overseer of the God's Wifgqr son of the vizier
Jry. Its measurements are: high 38 cm, large 23.5 cm. It dates back to the beginning of
the 26" Dynasty™®

2.1 Representation

This roundtopped stela is perfectly preserved. The rounded upper part is occupied by a
winged surdisk with two Uraei pending to the right and left from the disk. Below this
motif, is a line of hieroglyphs, repeat twiddHdt nTr aA sAb Swt riBehedet, Great

God, Dappled of plumage, Lord of heaven". The central part of the stela is framed at the
top and two sides by a border of coloured rectangles. It depicts the standing figure of a
woman?, with perfume cone upon her head, dressed in a long, diaphlusditting

robe, and raising both arms in adoration towards a standing figuRe Ubibrakhty:
Between them is a libation stand with a lotus flower (blossom). TheRgddorakhty
stands facing right, and is represented once agairhawslkheaded mummy, wearing the
Atefcrown of Osiris, and holding thevAss c e p t e r . -HdBakHtyj amdlin KRdping

with his Osirian character, stand the four sonblofus the humarheadedmsey with a
perfume cone on his head, thaboorheadedHapy, the jackalheadd Duamutef and
thehawkheadedQebekhsenukith a stylized lotus bud on his head. Above each figure is

a space to write their names, which have never been recorded.

2.2 Text.

The reminder of the surface of the stela is occupied by five horizontal dintext,
altering in white and yellow background colour. The text reads from right to left:

+A TR T

PN O NG S
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(1) Htpdj-nsw Wsjr xngjmntt nTr aA (2) nBtAbDw R@FAxtj nTr aA (3) nb pt dj=sn-prt
xrw [m] t Hnot KA.w Apd.w jHwt Apd.w (4) xt nb} wiab(t) xt nb(t) nDm(t) bnr(t) snTr (5)
n Wsjr agr n dwATr +dWbAstink-sj sA n TAtj Jrj.

(1) An offering that the king gives (tdsiris, Foremost of the Westerners, the Great
God (2), Lord of Abydos, and (t&} (Horakhty, the Great God (3), Lordf the Heaven,

that they may give an invocation of offering, of bread and beer, oxen, fowls, oxen,
fowls® (4) and every good and pure things, every agreeable and sweet things, and
incense, (5) t®siris, ( Ov er s a@r )G oddf WbdBestéifeksy©, sof? of

the VizierJry©

2.3 Commentary.

(a) The offeringskA.w Apd.w jHwt Apdwre repeated twice in the abbreviation form
and in details.

(b) The titlesagrandHrj aqr(.w)overseer of the Barrenness?) aitested the men as
well as women. The wordAqis determinate with the phallus to give the meaning
of Barrenness, it is clear that the word has a relation with the Semitic language
(hebr.®Uq Ur , °0 @ D i AWojnen could bear the titlqrbut men should be
Hrj aqr(.w)The following parallels are knowff

1. Coffin Wien (Inv. 3941) Thebelsd WbAsttnk-SJ

—_— = O

iy
AN, A | e, 7™, &, (T* qw)aqrndethmﬁ‘;odsWﬁe
Barrenness of Amun.

2. Serapeum Stela (Louvre Cat. 79fy-Ast?

-80- | Two Painted Wooden Stelae From The Cairo Museum



SHEDET (2) | 2015

® — 4™ ,
22T Hrj agr.w n t&8mawAmHw overseer of the Baanness

of Upper and Lower Egypt.

3. Serapeum Stela (Louvre Cat. 7&3\(nt)-pAmr, daughter of the overseer of
the armyPw-rm.?*
—ee— | laS==& Hrjagqr.w n WADt nb.t Jimerseer ofthe God's

wivesBarrenness of Wadjet, Mistress of Buto.

4. Stela Durham Gulbenkian Museum North 1971, Abyd@pand his father
+d-@r*

€ |—=0"R
=T I Hrj aAgr n Jewverseer of theGod's WifeBarrenness of Isis.

5. Stela Zagreb Cat.2BAfTAvn-awjWbAstand his father-d-@r?°
£ aAgoverseer of theGod's WifeBarrenness.

6. Stela Cairo T.9/7/24/7, Abydo®enxt daughter of&Arw’

)

S ;UD o aAgoverseer of theGod's WifeBarrenness.

7. Stela Cairo JE 218 M/sjr-msst?®
Il
= U aAqoverseer of theGod's WifeBarrenness.

(c) This name is not cited by Ranke\ but there is one paralleird-BAstink-sw
(Bastet spricht: Mir gedrt er).?°

(d) It is quite clear that the owner of the stela is a male and not a female as it is
represented in the upper part of the stela. He $2)\(son ofthe VizierJdry and
(mw.t=f) is the mistress of the housg=s-aM-BAstt® Zu den thebanischen
Totenstelen der 25. und 26. Dynastie (Korrekturen und Erganzunijen).

(e) Jry was a vizier living at the end of the ®B®ynasty and the beginning of the
26" Dynasty. His name and titles are recorded on a coffin (Wien, Inv.3941)
belong to his sorrd-BAstjnk-sw, the owner of our stela&?

2 AT S35 8 S N2 g THEZRT

S50H TN TSR ZISETSH

aAqr n dwATr +dWbAstnk-sj sA jmyA njwt (HamTr Jmn jmfA njwt) TAtLj Jrj
mwt.f nbtpré é .
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(Overseer) of the God's Wife Barrenn@&dBastejnk-sj, son of the Overseer of
the City, (Priest oAmun Overseer of the City), the Vizidry, hismother, the
Lady of the House....

3. CONCLUSION:

In the OId and Middle Kingdoms, funerary stelaere inscribed with a depiction of
the deceased before an offering table and a list of offerings. In the New Kingdom greater
importance began to be placed on association of the deceased with the divinities as a
mean of survival in the afterlife, and thiretstelae began to depict the deceased adoring
a deity. By the Third Intermediate Period the funerary cult had so diminished in
importance that funerary chapels became very rare, except as part of a few large and
archaizing tombs, the funerary stelae ptaoe the underground burial chambers may
have been substituted for the funerary cults. This coincidentally allowed the stelae to be
made of fragile material plastered and painted instead of stone. At the same time the
painted wooden became very populafTimebes from the 22 Dynasty. Stelae are very
similar, differing only in minor detail®® Our two stelae are part of large number of Late
Period funerary stelae which depiour, three or even two sons of Horus. From the late
Third Intermediate Period onward, the presence of the four sons of Horus in mortuary
context expanded. In addition, to their presence on coffins and canopic containers,
faience amulets of the four werdached to shrouds or incorporated into the bead nets
that came into use as body covémDating from their earliest appearances in the Pyramid
texts, the four sons of Hours are found exclusively in mortuary contexts, and seem not to
have had any cult asich; they are thus generally referred to genii'. From the Middle
Kingdom onward, however, they are ubiquitous within the tomb, invoked upon almost all
coffins and canopic containers. In the earlier Pyramid Texts they were among the deities
before whonthe deceased was stated to possess "reverdmee
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THE PLATES:

Pl. 1

Stela ofHor-nakht, JE 18651(SRA 9906)
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PL I

Af R’f’ (irs F»‘:;

' ;.urvg.w‘n =

Stela of DdBastetjnk -sj, JE 18651 (SR. A 9906)
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NOTES:

! A few publications geared specifically to the study of Late Period funerary stelae, see: S. Bilstizm,
Archeologico di Firenze. Le stele Egiziane di Epoca Tatst#tuto Poligrafico dello StatdRome 1972; P.
Munro, Die spatagyptischen TotenstelekF 25, Gliickstadt 1973; H. StewalBgyptian Stelae Reliefs and
Paintings from the Petrie Collection IlI: The Late Perjafarminster 1983. Large number of Late Period
funerary stelae have been pubéd in detail, see: A. Zayed, Painted Wooden Stelae in the Cairo Museum,
RdEZ20, 1968, 149.70; A. David, Tomb Groups from the End of the New Kingdom to the Beginning of the
Saite Period Ph. D. Dissertation, University of Birmingham, Birmingham 1987; Bd#lla, Wooden Stela
from the Late Period on the Cairo MuseW 4, 1988, 516; H. ElLeathy, Painted Wooden Stelae from
Thebes, from the 21to the 26' Dynasties,OLA 150.1, 2007, 58%94. Four doctoral dissertations have
dealt with Late Periodvoodenfunerary stelae, see: J. Tayldhe Development of the Theban Coffins
During the Third Intermediate Period: A Typological Studpl. I-Il. Ph.D. Dissertation, University of
Birmingham, Birmingham 1985; D. Astorf,omb Groups from the End of the New Kingddo the
Beginning of the Saite Peripd®h.D. Dissertation, University of Birmingham, Birmingham 1987; S.
Onstine,The Role of the Chantress (Smayt) in Ancient E@pt D. Dissertation, University of Toronto,
Toronto 2001; L. SwartA Stylistic Compariso of Selected Visual Representation on Egyptian Funerary
Papyri of the 21 Dynasty and Wooden Funerary Stelae of th&' Dynasty (c. 106915 B.C.E.) PhD.
Dissertation, University of Stellenbosch, 2004. Moreover, PhD in Arabi&l-Leathy, PaintedVooden
Stelae from Thebes, from theS2b the 26' Dynasties PhD Dissertation, Cairo University.

2 A. Zayed, Painted Wooden Stelae in the Cairo Muséaii20, 1968, 149150.

%It is suggested that the Late Period wooden stelae were a Theban phenadrheBatelf,Investigating
Ethnic and Gender Identities as Expressed on Wooden Funerary Stelae from the Libyan Period-(c. 1069
715 B.C.E.) in EgyptPh. D. Dissertation, Universityf California, Berkeley 20063),

although some stetanay have come from Abydos (A. Leahy, Two Late Period Stelae in the Fitzwilliam
Museum,SAKS, 1980, 169180).

“Munro, Die spatagyptischen TotenstelekF 25, Gliickstadt 197213.

®This may havéeen clear for the recipient because it was placed in the tomb of the owner. We know this
from statues, which often have no or only few titles, because they are mentioned in the local context.

6 Cf. P. SmitherfiThe writing of htpdi-nsw in the Middleantl e w  Ki n g dJ&ARs,d939, B4dn :

" The following examples are known to me: Cairo T. 26/10/24/1, c. 650 B.C. = Miwtenstelen266,

Abb. 109; London BM EA 639, c. 650 B.C. = Muniimtenstelen268, Abb. 11; Wien KHM 5070, c. 660

650 B.C. = MunroTotenstelen194, Abb. 11; Stela Cambridge Fitzwilliam Museum E.55.34, c. 630 B.C.

= A. Leahy, in:SAKS, 1980, 175180.

& Munro, Totenstelen213

° A. Moret, «Monuments égyptiens du Musée Calvet & AvigngRT 35, 1913, 553, no. XXVII, pl.

VII.2

©Munro, Totenstelen311, fig. 155 wrongly numbered 21971

™ Munro, Totenstelen307

12.cf. J. Leclant, €nquetes sur les Sacerdoces et les Sanctuaires Egyptiens & 'Epoue dite, Ethiopienne
(XXV Dyn.), BAE17 (1954), 1920; A. Leahy,SAKS, (1980), 176, n. 29.

3 For the presence afj=f instead of dj=sn, Cf. Obsomer, di.f paw et la filiation ms(t).n/ ir(t).n comme
criteres de datation dans les textes du Moyen Enipidejidu (ed.),société et spiritualittMélanges
Théodorides1993, 169ff

14 A, Zayed,RdE20, 1968, 163, pl. 14.A

> Cf. Wh. 1, 359.5.

'8 Cf. Ranke PN, 66.1

7p_ pestman\arriage andMatrimonial Property in Ancient Egyp1961, 11, n. 1.

18 Cf. Ranke,PN |, 169.13; M. Cramer, Agyptische Denkmaler im Kesthrseum zu HannoveZAS72,
1936, 108 (8. Inv.no. 2941).

¥ For the date of this stela, s&: Vittmann, Ein Neuer \&sir derSpéatzeitGM 15 (1975), 4749; Well,

Die Veziere des Pharaonenreiches, ,8itaig 1908 139 (&9a); Munro, Totenstelen, 2212.

20 G, Vittmann, Ein Neuer \&ir der Spatzeitin: GM 15, 1975, 4749; G.Vittmann, fivon Kastraten,
Hundskopfmenschen uriannibalem, ZAS27 (2000), 169ff.
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G, Vittmann, AEi n NGWIE (1975Yels b0, And.&r Spatzeito,

2 M, Malinine, G. Posener and J. Vercout@atalogue des stéles @érapéum de MemphiBaris 1968,

67f, pl. 32; Epr oCQheansasnitn adtu, @ RX@A2¥1860), d59L).Me mp hi s 0,
3 Cf. WBI, 235.3.

24 M, Malinine, G. Posener and J. Vercout@atalogue des stéles @érapéum de MemphiBaris 1968,

67f, pl. 32; Epr oCheansasnitn adtu, S®rRX@AWELSED), d59L).Me mp hi s 0,
% Munro, Totenstelen211-212.

% J.MonnetSaleh,Les antiquités égyptiennes de Zagreb. Catalogue raisonné des antiquités égyptiennes
conservées au Musée Archéologique de Zagreb en Yougo§laxie 1970, 38.

2" Munro, Totenstelen264.

% Munro, Totenstelen264.

29 Cf. G. Vittmann,GM 15 (1975), 47.

% G. vittmann,GM 15 (1975, 47, Anm. 9

3p. Munro, fADie sp?2t Oripytagiadl €278)e80 (2110)p of. MonsofT@enstele |
211-212.

32G. Vittmann, Ein Neuer Wesir d&patzeit, in: GM 15, 1975, 47.

33 D. Silvermann,Searching for Ancient Egypt: Art, Architecture, and Artifacts from the University of
Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropgld@pllas 1997, 284; Hleathy, in: OLA 150.1
(2007), 585; A. NiwinskiSarcophagi, Stelae and Funerary Papyri of the Third Intermediate Period and
the Late Period, in: The Egyptian Museum of Turin. Egyptian Civilization: Religious Baéligén 1988,

2122 2 5 ; A. Ni winski, i JFicstoDyragiyr s MdinyFdaaoe§, Lavetsef Aftestatiant y
the Medi a andOBOK78 (2000)R#43.f usi ono,

34 P. Munro, in: Fszum 150jahrigen Bestehen des Berliner Agyptischen Museums. Mitteilungen aus der
AgyptischerSammlung 8 (1974), 19%04.

% Cf R. Drenkhahn, "KebehseriefLA 3 (1980), 379; A. Eggebrecht, "Amset'A 1 (1975), 226; A.
Eggebrecht, "Duamutefl.A 1 (1975), 115€1151; A. Eggebrecht, "Hapi'L.A 2 (1977), 951952; M.
Heerma van Voss, "Horuskindet"A 3 (1980), 5253.
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